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 devoted to pet bird 
                                                                                                             enthusiasts is 
                                                                                               published monthly by  

                                                                                     Rainbow Feathers  
                                                                                         Bird Club of Michigan 

A 501(c) (3) club 
 

January 2015 
                                                                                                 Volume 18 Issue 1 

 

Bird Droppings 
 

UPCOMING MEETING DATES: 
JANUARY 25th ---– FOURTH SUNDAY 
FEBRUARY 22nd – FOURTH SUNDAY 
MARCH 22nd  -----– FOURTH SUNDAY 
 
RAINBOW FEATHERS BIRD CLUB 
Who we are and what we are about 
 Non Profit club with members throughout the 

tri-county area, single bird owners, or just 
thinking of getting a bird, families, breeders, 
exhibitors, all are welcome. 

 Support scholarships for avian vet students 
 Yearly Bird Fair 
 Club Library for members 
 Grooming available 
 Avian rescue/relocation programs 
 Monthly meetings with programs of interest to 

members. 
 Monthly newsletter 
 Periodic Service projects 
 Field Trips 
 Educational Programs upon request 
 Save molted feathers for craft projects 
 Make-it-take-it workshops 
    And more……. 
 
Come join us and have your feathers preened by 
other Pet Bird Enthusiasts 
 
 

 
 

Rainbow Feathers Bird Club Elected Officers: 
President – Dave Carol 734-422-5981 
 email – sweettweeters@comcast.net 
Vice President – Steve Plafchan 734-513-0030 
 Email – splafchan@twmi.rr.com  
Secretary – Beverly Sholar 313-492-5700 
 Email –basholar@yahoo.com 
Treasurer and Membership Secretary – 
 Tammy Carol 734-422-5981 
 Email – sweettweeters@comcast.net  
Board of Trustees –  
 Susan Dixon 248-330-6938 
 Email – susanhdixon@hotmail.com 
            Henry Jedrzejek-734-427-3187 
            Email – bigduke@comcast.net 
 Mary Perva – 734-207-0489 

   
 
ALL HEALTHY AND CLIPPED BIRDS ARE ALWAYS 
WELCOME TO ACCOMPANY THEIR HUMAN 
COMPANIONS TO THE MONTHLY MEETINGS.  WE 
MEET AT THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH, 6443 
MERRIMAN ROAD BETWEEN FORD AND WARREN 
IN GARDEN CITY.  MEETINGS START AT 2:00 PM. 
 
Anyone interested in becoming a member please 
contact Tammy Carol @ 734-422-5981 or by e-mail 
sweettweeters@comcast.net  

mailto:sweettweeters@comcast.net
mailto:sweettweeters@comcast.net
mailto:sweettweeters@comcast.net
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Steve Plafchan is doing the newsletter.  All ads and 
articles will be due the 1st of the month for 
publishing in the current month’s newsletter.  
Please send all items to him at 11021 Henry Ruff, 
Livonia MI 48150 or email to 
splafchan@twmi.rr.com. 
 
Everyone is encouraged to submit articles for the 
newsletter – this is YOUR newsletter. 
 
Articles and/or pictures copied from other 
publications must be accompanied with written 
permission from original publication and author; this 
needs to be provided to the editor along with the 
article and/or picture. 
 
Editor reserves the right to approve and/or edit any 
articles submitted prior to publication. 
 
Ads will be run free for members having a one-time 
sale (baby birds, etc.).  Those wishing to run ads 
multiple times or for a business must purchase a 
business membership. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 Ask owner’s permission to handle/feed 

bird(s) and remember to return bird to the 
owner. 

 Wash hands prior/after bird handling. 
 When bringing companion birds to club 

meetings, only bring birds that you have had 
vet checked and in your possession for at 
least 30 days. 

 Clean up after yourself and your bird(s) 
before you leave. 

 

CLUB WELFARE 
Please contact Jean Jedrzejek at 734-427-3187 or 
e-mail her at bigduke@comcast.net if you know of 
any club member who is in the hospital or has lost 
a loved one. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Monthly snack list 
 

We have decided to stop 
soliciting for snack volunteers for 
our meetings and make the format a 
potluck venue.  The reasoning for 
this is twofold; there have been very 
few members signing up for snacks 
and many members just bring 
dishes and desserts without signing 
up.  So from now on our meetings 
will be a potluck fair, YUM!!   
 

 
 
 

OVER THE RAINBOW BRIDGE 
Sadly we must report the passing of 

yet two more feathered members of our 
club. 

Winston, a Senegal parrot who owned 
Tammy crossed over the rainbow bridge last 
month.  Those of you that were regulars at 
our bird shows would remember Winston 
from his feisty attitude.  A necropsy 
revealed that he had a cancerous tumor 
which took him quite suddenly.  Winston 
will be missed by all of us.   

Layla, an Umbrella Cockatoo who 
owned Lanah Bogard also crossed over the 

mailto:bigduke@comcast.net
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rainbow bridge early in January.  Although 
Layla was a handful and a typical Umbrella 
Cockatoo she was dearly loved and her 
playful antics will forever be missed and 
remembered.  

To Winston and Layla we say “soar 
high and free on the far side of the rainbow 
bridge, you will always be remembered and 
loved.”  The following verse is dedicated to 
both of their memories and our sympathies 
are given to both Tammy and Lanah.   
 
 

 

The Rainbow Bridge 
 

Just this side of heaven is a place called 

 Rainbow Bridge. 

When and animal dies that has been especially close to someone here, 

that pet goes to  

Rainbow Bridge. 

There are meadows and hills for all our special friends so they can run 

and play together. There is plenty of food and water and sunshine, 

and our friends are warm and comfortable. 

All of the animals that have been ill and old are restored to health and 

vigor, those who were hurt or maimed are made whole and strong 

again, just as we remember  in our dreams of days and times gone 

bye.  The animals are happy and content, except for one small thing;  

They miss someone very special to them who had to be left behind.  

They all run and play together, but the day comes when one suddenly 

stops and looks into the distance,…  

The bright eyes are intent; the eager body quivers.  suddenly she 

begins to break away from the group, flying over the green grass, 

 her wings carrying her faster and faster YOU ~  

have just been spotted, and when you and your special friend meet,  

you cling together in joyous reunion ~  

never to be parted again. The sweet sounds of happy tweets play your 

ears; your hands again  

caress the beloved’s head, and you look once more into the trusting 

eyes of your pet, 

 so long gone from your life but never absent from your heart ~ 

Then you cross~…the 
 Rainbow Bridge 

together ! 

      
 
 
 
 
From the prez: 
 

 
Wow a new year is upon us 

I just would like to know where the time 
went.  As a club we were so busy doing 
things like the Heritage Festival, Walled 
Lake Pet awareness, the Summer Fling in 
Whitmore Lake, Critter Care in Redford 
Guardians for Animals and the Novi Pet 
Expo it is no wonder the time flew.  We also 
did many educational programs 47 to be 
exact plus we got involved in an art photo 
shoot with real models a professional artistic 
photographer and J.B., Sparky, Max and 
Tuna can now be called professional models 
as well, who knew?.  It was a very cool 
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experience to be a part of the whole process 
of creating true pieces of photographic art.  
Not to mention the thousands of people we 
impressed with our feathered wonders and I 
do mean thousands!  It just boggles the 
mind.  Looking back at 2014 it was a year of 
firsts, heartbreaking losses, and the joys of 
adopting what many would consider 
unadoptable.  This year proved that when we 
band together as a truly united club there is 
no obstacle we cannot overcome, be it 
weather, closed freeways, some very 
interesting people or wowing the public we 
can do it with the sky being the limit. So as 
we look toward 2015 I hope you can see 
what I see just great things for the club new 
flock members and many more successful 
adoptions.  So let’s look back at 2014 and 
smile at all we accomplished the great times 
we had and go fearlessly into 2015 knowing 
there are great things to come, new 
experiences to have, new friends to be made 
and we can face any NEW events with the 
knowledge that together we can do 
anything!!  I’ve said this time and time again 
but it is so true YOU GUYS ROCK!!!!!! 

                                                   Your Prez  
                                                          Dave 
P.S.  It is also election time so if you want to 
nominate someone for an office you can do 
it at the next meeting. 
 

Voice of the Veep 
 
 
 The Christmas 

meeting last month was 
fabulous from the delicious 

food to the annual Christmas raffle it was 

tons of fun.  I want to thank everybody in 
the club for their participation in our 
Christmas raffle and all the meeting raffles 
throughout the year.  This is the most 
generous way you can help support our 
rescue and assist our club in paying vet bills 
and all of you have succeeded in 
accomplishing this in a big way.  Thank you 
to everyone for the support.  Another way 
we generate monies for supporting the 
rescue is to stage senior programs at nursing 
homes, assisted living and independent 
living facilities throughout the year.  The 
year 2014 was the busiest year for shows 
and events we have ever had; however that 
being said, this year 2015 could very easily 
exceed last year.  I encourage everyone to 
join us at a show, even if you don’t bring 
your own bird, they are a lot of fun and we 
can always use the help.  Check the Up-
coming Events page on the website or in the 
newsletter to see the dates and times of the 
show schedule.  If you have any questions 
about attending an event please feel free to 
call me (Steve) at 734-513-0030 for more 
information.  
 My house is totally out of control; JB, 
Calvin and Pookie have conspired to prevent 
me from sleeping at night.  I incurred a 
minor problem with the smoke detectors in 
my home during the middle of the night one 
day last month.  They are all hard wired 
together (per code) with battery back-ups.  I 
however have a generator on my house so I 
never changed the 9V batteries.  What I 
discovered quite rudely at 3:00 AM was 
when a battery gets too low it triggers an 
alarm causing all the detectors to sound off!  
When five detectors sound off they trigger 
five parrots to think, that was pretty neat.  
Now all my feathered friends are imitating 
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smoke alarms nightly between 2:00AM and 
4:00 AM much to my chagrin.    

This month is when we hold our 
annual elections; there is a description of all 
the offices and the duties of each office 
holder included in this edition of the 
newsletter.  If you’re interested in running or 
wish to nominate someone feel free to do so.  
Our annual dues are also payable this 
month; if you joined the club within the last 
six months your dues are good for another 
year.  Please check with Tammy if you’re 
not sure what your dues are or if you owe 
some. 
              I’ll see you at the meeting 
                 Your Veep 
                     Steve 

 
 

 
     Avast ye Mates 

 

CAPTAINS 

CORNER 

 
YEEEEEEHAAAAAW!!!!! 

HAPPY NEW YEAR!!!!! I can say that 
Pookie throws the best New Years Eve 
parties anywhere in the world.  All the glitz 
and pizzazz that New Years Eve should be is 
at one of Pookies parties.  All the nog was 
flowing (can’t say egg nog it makes some of 
the attendees a little nauseous) and it made 
some of the more uptight bird attendees a 
whole lot looser.  I would have never 
guessed that Kiwi the Pionus could twerk 

like that she even made Bo the Blue headed 
Pionus blush through his blue head.  Then 
there was Tuna the cockatoo with Ricky, 
Winnie, Boogie and Doodles doing some 
amazing moves on the dance floor. 
Naturally Mr. Finnegan and Ruby almost 
melted the place with moves that could have 
got us raided.  Buttons proved to be the 
grand master a spinning the jams and 
Rambo and Pablo were very impressive 
bartenders.  I can’t even name all who were 
there but I did see Lucy, Apollo, Max, 
Phoenix, Picasso, Sparky, Marley and Sam 
there.  Sidney the Blue and Gold made an 
appearance as did many others.  It was a 
night to remember and the perfect way to 
ring in the New Year.  At the stroke of 
midnight we dropped the human to count 
down to 2015 and there was a whole lot of 
kissing going on.  Oh what about Steve you 
ask?  Well he should be coming around from 
the Mickey we slipped him and all will be 
fine until he sees the Masterbird charge card 
bill (of course we took it out in his name) for 
the party.  It was a great time and we all plan 
to do it again next year.  So to all my friends 
a blessed and great 
big   
  

                                              Cheers 
                                       Captain Morgan   
 
     

Out and About with 
Pookie 

 
  I know I mentioned in 

passing last month about a brilliant new 
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exercise program for Steve but I simply 
didn’t have the space to expound on the 
program.  This new discovery of ours is 
spectacular in its simplicity and 
effectiveness; what is it you may ask, sound 
effects!  Steve himself was the one who 
demonstrated how awesome these sound 
effects work but there is one caveat to 
employing their usage.  They are only 
effective to a maximum when implemented 
during the middle of the night. 
 We wait until 2:00AM or 3:00AM in 
the morning and all of us start imitating the 
various smoke alarms in our house.  I make 
sounds like the closest alarm, Sparky and 
Tyler copy the alarms that are in our room 
and out in the hallway.  JB and Calvin chime 
in and repeat alarms both near and far from 
our room.  In almost an instant we hear 
Steve hop out of bed, walk into our room 
and turn on the light.  We know that he 
appreciates what we are doing for him 
because he stands in the doorway smiling.  
The house alarm ruse is also beneficial 
during daylight hours when properly 
deployed.  We have been doing this in a 
number of different ways.  The most 
effective use of the sound is when we’re 
roaming around the house when Steve is 
loafing on the couch or in his chair.  JB and 
Calvin go into the kitchen and imitate alarm 
sounds and Sparky and I will sneak up by 
his chair and imitate the beep as loud as we 
can.  He lurches up and sits up almost 
instantly every time we do these things.  
 Although I was unable to attend the 
meeting last month that doesn’t mean we 
here at the Bird Droppings news and 
information department we always have 
members present just in case something 
monumental occurs.  Well, last month was 
one of those months; Baby who is in charge 
of taking the monthly feathered member 
census was unable to attend.  Generally he 

has Duke or Tammy perform this critical 
duty; Duke had to leave the meeting due to 
an emergency and Tammy was totally 
preoccupied helping to perform wing and 
nail clippings. Ergo, when JB contacted me 
via “Tweeter” I told him it was our duty to 
perform the feathered head count and report 
it to me.  So for everyone who is interested 
here is the feathered member head count for 
December:  There were oodles and oodles of 
African Gray parrots, a Macaw or two, a 
couple of Cockatoos, some Conures and 
Pionus parrots also.   

                   See you at the meeting 
                   Chirps and Squawks 
                            Pookie 

 
 

 
A REMINDER 

Our dues are due by January 
31st.  Checks should be made out 
to RAINBOW FEATHERS BIRD 
CLUB. Please pay them at the 
January meeting or by mail to 
Tammy Carol at Rainbow Feathers 
Bird Club, PO Box 1587, Garden 
City MI  48135. 

 
 

 
Rambling with 

Rambo 
 

Greeting all my friends.  
I had a very good December.  
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How was yours? 
I want to thank all my friends for making 
this the best year of both Rambo, and 
Michael’s life. 

In December, we don’t get out as 
much, because of the cold.  Our humans 
have to think of creative ways to entertain 
us.  My pet human takes me a few 
interesting places, like the various 
restaurants, and the mall. There are some 
new places that want Michael to bring me in 
to visit. But I don’t make it easy for him.  
Since we don’t have many shows this time 
of year, I’m not used to jumping into my 
box at a moment’s notice.  In November, we 
had lots of shows.  I was able to make every 
one of them.  Back then, anytime Daddy 
said, “Get in your box.” I was ready to go.  
Now I give him a really hard time.  I either 
run inside my house, or I clamp on tight to 
my cage.  Of course, he won’t pull hard, or 
try to lift off my toes.  He doesn’t want to 
hurt me. But in December, we get new toys.  
And we get to go visit friends, at their 
homes.  There we get new foods, and we get 
to play with other birds. 

This reminds me of our Christmas 
party.  It was wonderful.  We had lots of 
humans there.  Naturally, we birds were the 
stars of the event.  I’m very proud to say we 
Macaws were the most popular ones there.  I 
think the Cockatoos were next.  It was great 
to see so many birds, and Humans together.  
We even had a new bird there.  He was a 
Severe Macaw.  He is a beautiful, friendly, 
boy. 
Michael really wants to adopt him.  But 
Mommy is giving him a hard time. 
At the party, there were some humans I’ve 
not seen in some time.  They have been very 
sick.  I’m glad they were feeling better.   
There are some of our friends that were not 
at our party.  How about giving them a call. 

Michael always has pictures of all our 
events.  On Christmas day, Daddy goes 
around the neighborhood giving out 
Mommy’s cookies.  They are delicious.  She 
gives me treats of them.  So while he 
delivers these, he shows everyone the 
pictures of the year’s events.  We had a busy 
year.  Wow, 47 indoor events. 
This year was the most fun I ever had, since 
becoming a Rainbow Feather Member.  
There was too much fun to describe. 
There are a couple of interesting things to 
tell you.   
Michael has a friend in Finland. She said 
there are no bird clubs over there. Following 
the Rainbow Feathers example, she arranged 
her own educational show at the local pet 
shop, with her 6 Kaks. 
The other thing happening is this.  There is a 
new bird club in Flint Michigan. The person 
starting this has asked Michael about how 
Rainbow Feathers does things.  We should 
feel honored that Rainbow Feathers has 
inspired others to bring the education of 
Birds to others.  So friends feel proud of 
yourself.  Our work is widely noticed by 
others. 
And lastly I want to wish all of you a great 
new year.  Let’s get out there.  There are 
new people to teach, places to visit, new 
friends to make, and as always there are 
many, many homeless birds we need to find 
homes for.  Isn’t amazing how many of 
them never leave us, and become our flock 
mates, and friends?  And, we birdies love 
that part. 
Remember (Try to) Be Good, Have Fun, and 
Never forget, Macaws Rule.      Rambo. 

  
                                       So as always, 
                             Be Good, Have Fun 
                                             Remember 
                                             Macaws rule, 
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                                                Rambo. 
 
 
 
 

 
BIRTHDAY GREETINGS 
to: 
 
CINDY BOLTON                                FEB. 17 
DAN ERNST                                     FEB. 19 
DEBBIE JAMIESON                          FEB. 20 
CHRISTINA FECKO                       FEB. 23 
DIANE SILAS                                   FEB. 24 
NANCY SULLIVAN                         FEB. 25 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Annual 

elections 
The annual elections will be 
held at our January meeting.  
We will be voting on a 

President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer, 
and Trustee.  Any member in good standing is 
eligible to fill any one of these offices.  To help 

you decide who you think would best fill these 
offices, the following is a brief guide to their 
duties: 
PRESIDENT:  The President shall preside at all 
meetings of the Club, see that the bylaws are 
enforced, call such meetings as are needed, 
and be responsible for the execution of all 
motions passed by the members.  The 
President shall also be public relations 
administrator and liaison between the Club 
and all other groups. 
VICE PRESIDENT:   The Vice President shall 
assume the President’s responsibilities in the 
absence or disability of the President, keep 
constantly informed of Club activities, and 
shall be responsible for special programs and 
social events. 
SECRETARY:  The Secretary is responsible for 
minutes at all general membership and board 
meetings, reads minutes of previous meetings 
when requested, keeps a file of all minutes, 
shall provide copies of minutes for each board 
member upon request, is responsible for all 
member notices, and is  responsible for all 
correspondence, both incoming and outgoing. 
TREASURER:  The Treasurer collects all dues 
and records all moneys belonging to the Club, 
disburses same under the direction of the 
President, deposits the funds of the Club in 
the name of the Club in such bank or banks as 
may be designated by the Executive 
Committee, and submits a statement of 
accounts at each meeting.  The books and 
accounts shall at all reasonable times be open 
to inspection by any member.  The Treasurer 
shall be responsible for disbursement of 
moneys for bird bands. 
TRUSTEE:  One Trustee is elected each year to 
serve a three year term.  A person serving as 
Trustee is ineligible for other elected office.  
Duties shall be to serve as coordinators of the 
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Club, assuring a meeting place, acting as 
assistants to the President, and serve as a 
grievance committee.  They shall conduct an 
annual audit of all Club records, Treasurer’s 
and Secretary’s books, etc.  The Trustees 
whose terms of office have not expired shall 
serve as the election committee and shall 
conduct the annual elections.  The Trustees 
shall review all absences of officers and shall 
fill any vacant office by either appointment or 
special election with the membership. 
 
 
 

  

It is so beautiful to see a bird in flight 
in the wild but at a club meeting not so 
much.  There are way too many hazards that 
could injure and even kill our feathered 
members.  Hazards such as all the 
Crockpot’s that contain very hot food or the 
trays of hot food that get brought to the 
meetings could severely burn a birds feet 
should they land in it or even on the hot lids.  
Also there are many birds that do attend the 
meeting with their pet humans and do not 
tolerate the sudden invasion of their space 
when a bird flies onto their pet human.  
Macaws and Cockatoos can cause some 
major damage to a smaller bird that decides 
to fly and land within chomping distance.  
There is also the issue of the kitchen, birds 

must stay out of the kitchen due to health 
department regulations and if our club got 
caught by the church with a bird, no matter 
how it got there, in the kitchen they could 
ask us to meet somewhere else. So please 
keep all flighted birds in their carriers even 
those waiting for a wing clipping or 
harnessed, this is mainly for the bird’s 
safety.  Plus you never know what the 
reaction of a person or another bird might be 
when getting that sudden uninvited guest on 
their shoulder or play stand.  So only clipped 
or harnessed birds are allowed at the 
meetings, thank you for your understanding 
and remember this is for the bird’s safety. 

 

 

Attention 
Kroger and 

Amazon 
Shoppers 

 We have 
registered our 

rescue in the KROGER COMMUNITY 
REWARDS PROGRAM  and the 
AMAZON SMILE PROGRAM.  These 
programs will donate a portion of the 
proceeds from registered shoppers to our 
non-profit rescue every time they purchase 
something.  We are encouraging everybody 
who shops at Kroger® and/or Amazon to do 
so.  Here is what you have to do. 

Kroger Shoppers: 
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 You must have a “Kroger Plus” card.  
If you don’t have one, they are available free 
by asking for one at your neighborhood 
Kroger store service desk. 

You then have to register for the 
program by going on-line to Kroger.com 
and create an account or sign onto your 
account if you have been to this site before. 

Once you have an account you click 
on the “EDIT KROGER COMMUNITY 
REWARDS” tab and select Rainbow 
Feathers Bird Club and Rescue or our club’s 
NPO number “52206”.  Once you have 
successfully registered you will see: 
Rainbow Feathers Bird Club and Rescue on 
the right side of the information page.  
When you shop at Kroger your support will 
also show at the bottom of your cash register 
receipts. 

If you have been using your phone 
number when shopping at Kroger and don’t 
know your “Kroger Plus” card number you 
can call 877-576-7587 to get your card 
number. 

Amazon.com Shoppers: 
Instead of going to amazon.com go to 

smile.amazon.com  this is a mirror website 
and it will have your shopping history, wish 
list and all account information.  Under your 
account tab you will be able to change or 
select your charity. Select RAINBOW 
FEATHERS BIRD CLUB for our rescue to 
reap the benefits.  Remember to bookmark 
smile.amazon.com and always use this site 
for shopping on Amazon for our rescue to 
receive the donations.  
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

  

REMEMBER WE VOTE 

THIS MONTH! 

 

   
  

 

 2014 Was year to remember and so were 
these gems said innocently by our adoring 

public. 

You’re a bird 
person, I was 
expecting someone 
wimpier! (I think it 
was a compliment, I 

think) 



- 11 - 

Oh those must be fancy Pigeons they have 
red tails. (Hey at least you guys have 
graduated to fancy) 

How do birds procreate? (It was an earnest 
question by a gentleman at a senior program 
and yes I did tell him) 

Which one of these birds are parrots? (Said 
at the Novi Pet Expo) 

So is that a Parakeet?  (Pointing to Captain 
Morgan) 

Oh look at the beautiful Canary! (Said about 
Princess the Female Indian Ringneck 
Parakeet) 

Aren’t you worried about a snake eating one 
of your birds? (Not really one of your 
children would be more filling. Said at the 
Novi Pet Expo) 

Do you take these back to the zoo when you 
are done with them? (Well kind of our 
houses can get a little like a zoo at time, or is 
it a circus, I forget) 

Look a pink African Grey! (Looking at 
Aurora the Rose Breasted Cockatoo)  

Finally on Captain Morgan’s screaming at 
the Novi Pet Expo, I am glad he is far away 
from the cat show his screaming would 
disturb the cats! (I have seen the way some 
of you dress for the cat show that should 
disturb the cats) 

Now it is 2015 a New Year and a new set of 
gems for the newsletter! 

 

 

 

 

           Quality by Mother Nature 
Original Corn Bean Mix®: Noodles-n-Nuts® 
      Rainforest Rice Puddin®: Pollypasta® 
                       Kung Fu Yum® 
                              For Birds of  all Sizes 

 

The Industry Pioneer of Quality                                                                                                                                                           
Broad Natural Low Fat Nutrition® 

All at a Cost Less than Seed 

Because Crazy Corn® expands and seed is 60% waste! 
We’ve made it easy to prevent the most common cause 
of bird death- malnutrition from a seed diet. Cook ahead 
monthly, freeze baggies, keep some in the fridge to 
serve instantly. Superior breeding, lustrous feathering. 
Self-weans chicks. Shining health. Generous chunky 
fruits, veggies, whole grains, exciting herbs, pastas, 
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beans, legumes, melon seeds, nuts, and more! Ecstatic 
birds!                1-800-BIRD YUM 

in California (818) 503-4YUM. Fax (818) 765-4895 

SPECIAL BREEDER PRICING 

 

 
 

 
UP COMING  

EVENTS 
As of 

Jan.10th 2014 
 
 
 

      *****2015***** 
 
March 11th        Senior Show 
                        American House 
                        39201 Joy Road 
                       Westland, MI 48185 
                           5:30 PM Set-up 
                           6:30 PM Show   
 
March 24th         Senior Show 
                 American House Westland 
                   Hunter Senior Living 
                      35700 Hunter Ave. 
                       Westland, MI 48185 
                           1:00 PM Set-up 
                           2:00 PM Show   
 
April 27th          Senior Show 
                     Caretel Inns of Brighton 
                       1014 East Grand River  
                       Brighton, MI 48116 

                           2:00 Set-up  
                           3:00 Show 
 
May 5th           Educational Show 
              AARP Meeting at Wayne County 
                          Community College 
                         in the Ray Mix Room 
                            21000 Northline 
                             Taylor, MI 48180 
                            11:30 AM   Set-up 
                            12:30 PM  Show 
May 12th            Senior Show 
                        Village Care Center 
                       22600 W. Main St. 
                      Armada, MI 48005 
                          1:00 PM set-up 
                          2:00 PM show 
 
****NOTE******NOTE******NOTE**
** 
 There has been some confusion from 
the loyal readers of Bird Droppings as to 
which events they are allowed to bring their 
own bird(s) to.  As a point of reference and 
for future information please we want 
everyone to be aware that when you see the 
line: 
 *****Our Club Has a Booth at This 
Event***** 
following or “Educational Show” preceding 
an event listing it means we are attending 
the event in an official capacity representing 
our club and rescue.  At these events all club 
members are welcomed to bring their 
feathered companions with them.  Also 
please note that our space is very limited at 
some of these events but don’t let this stop 
you from joining us, we will find a way for 
you and your birdie buddy to fit in and enjoy 
the fun. 
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Rescue Update 
 
  

Our rangers have been 
working overtime on rescue runs.  Foster 
homes have also been doing extra duty 
with fostering and adoptions.  In short it 
has been a busy, busy month! 

Here is a brief recap of our latest 
adoptions: 

Sarge: a Quaker Parrot 
 Cookie, Baby and Honeyboy all 
Cockatiels went to three different homes. 
 All of these adopted birds went to 
their new homes with cages, food and 
toys.  We are able to do this because of all 
of you, our members.  It is your generosity 
and participation in our monthly raffles 

that has allowed us to be so successful.  
Thank you, thank you!  Every one of you 
should be proud of the great job you’ve 
done.  We couldn’t do it without your 
support. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

      Bits from Baby 
 

HAPPY 2014                   
EVERYONE!! 

  
Howdy all of my 

Rainbow Feathered friends, 
this is your roving reporter 

Baby with the latest and 
greatest club news.  

December's meeting was a great 
big party. There were sixty-four people 
of which fifty-eight were club members 
and six guests, two of the guests joined 
our flock.  

I did not have time to count the 
number of feathered members that were 
at the party this month, but there sure 
were a lot of us enjoying all that good 
food that was there. 

I’d like to wish everyone a Happy 
New Year. 

  
See you all at the January meeting, 

                          God Bless. 
                    Your friend Baby,  

>< >< >< >< ><>< >< >< >< >< 
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It never ceases to amaze the Rangers 
that some people can have a bird for years 
and never know what kind of bird they have.  
What?  You ask yourself in disbelief how 
can that be?  Well if we had the answer to 
that question we could come up with a 
concept to achieve world peace and win the 
Nobel Prize.  It’s not going to happen 
anytime soon.  Anyway, the Rangers were 
called to the burg of Taylor to pick up a 
green Conure.  They speculated on what was 
meant by a green Conure, could it be a Blue 
Crown Conure they’re mostly green, a 
Cherry Headed Conure how about a Mitred 
Conure , well it could be any of a number of 

green Conures so they would find out when 
they got there.  They pulled up to the house 
still wondering what kind of “green Conure” 
it could be rang the doorbell and entered.  
As they entered they saw a large green bird 
with red and yellow on its head.  Ranger 
Steve looked at this bird kind of puzzled but 
Ranger Dave knew what kind of bird that 
was and it was no Conure.  It was a 
Barraband Parakeet a larger Australian grass 
parakeet so this was definitely not the 
Conure.  Their attention was directed to the 
cage beside this bird on the other side of a 
small table.  Ranger Steve let out a “that’s 
the Green Conure!”  It’s a mutant Conure.  
Well it was a Conure, and it certainly was no 
mutant Ranger Dave had seen these guys 
before and knew right away it was a 
Patagonian Conure the largest of the Conure 
Family.  So Ranger Dave had to call 
Rangerette Tammy and inform her that we 
were getting a “mutant Conure” to foster.  
They did get one thing right it was 
somewhat green but it was also something 
they did not expect.  So with the mutant 
(real name Kiwi) in tow they were off.  It 
seems that Kiwi took a liking to Ranger 
Dave (no accounting for taste) and she is 
still raising cane at the humble abode of 
Ranger Dave and Rangerette Tammy.  They 
could see why the wanted Kiwi gone she is 
very loud but compared to a Cockatoo she is 
a mime so it all balances out. So Kiwi got a 
good home Steve saw his first mutant 
Conure and Kiwi joined the troupe of 
educational program birds, (and Ranger 
Dave really likes her)!  A happy ending all 
around but the call still goes on to rescue 
unwanted birds (no mutants please) and they 
will never stop for they are the RESCUE 
RANGERS!!!!!!! 
 
  Stay riveted to your mailbox for our next exciting adventure 
Winston and the Plastic people!!!!! 
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How do you know if 
your bird is getting 

the nutrition he 
needs for a long 
and healthy life? 
By ZuPreem Staff 
 

What’s the best diet for your bird? 
The best diet for your bird is one that 

provides a reliable consistent source of balanced 
nutrition.  It’s also a diet that your bird likes to eat 
and gives him an enjoyable eating experience, 
while preventing obesity and other nutritionally 
related diseases. 
Feeding a variety of foods does not guarantee 
good nutrition 

Bird owners feed their birds a wide variety 
of foods ranging from seeds to home-prepared 
foods to commercial diets.  Unfortunately, feeding a 

variety of foods does not always prevent nutritional 
imbalances.  Many of these diets lack important 
nutrients birds need to maintain their health.  Often 
they are not balanced, providing too much of this 
vitamin or nutrient, or not enough of another. 
Seed diets can lead to obesity 

Seeds are high in fat and deficient in 
important nutrients.  Even if you supplement a seed 
diet with a nutritionally complete extruded diet or 
with fruits and vegetables, your bird will often 
choose the seeds, leaving behind the more 
nutritious foods.  The simple fact is your bird likes 
seeds, just as you might like high-calorie, high-fat 
snacks.  Okay for an occasional treat, but a steady 
diet over time can lead to vitamin deficiencies, 
obesity-related diseases and possible early death. 
Home prepared diets are not necessarily 
healthy 

As a labor of love, some bird owners chop, 
cook and mix special foods for their birds.  Not only 
is this time-consuming, it is impossible to make 
sure your bird is getting the correct balance of 
nutrients.  Too much iron, too little calcium, 
improper levels of Vitamins A, D, E and K. How do 
you know? 
Supplement sparingly with fruits and 
vegetables 

If your bird enjoys fruits and vegetables, go 
ahead and serve them, but they should not make 
up more than 15% of your bird’s daily diet.  Fruits 
and vegetables do not offer all the nutrients your 
bird needs, and some are high in sugar and fiber, 
curbing your bird’s appetite for a more nutritious 
food. 
ZuPreem® Avian Diets take the guesswork out of 
your bird’s nutrition 

When you feed ZuPreem Life-stage Avian 
Diets, you know your bird is getting complete and 
balanced nutrition.  From Embrace™ Hand-Feeding 
Formulas to AvianWeaning™ Diet to adult Avian-
Maintenance™ FruitBlend™ Flavor and Natural Flavor 
Diets, your bird will get the precise nutrition he 
needs for each stage of his life.  Backed by more 
than 30 years of nutrition research, ZuPreem diets 
have high-quality fresh ingredients that result in 
highly digestible and very palatable foods.  Food 
your bird will like to eat and you will feel good about 
feeding him.  Food that will provide all the nutrition 
he needs for a long and healthy life. 

This Article Reprinted with Permission by Zupreem®  
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NORTH BRANCH ANIMAL HOSPITAL 
17630 Twelve Mile Road * Southfield, MI 48076 

248-557-7773 
 
 

 
 

ROOSE ANIMAL HOSPITAL 
Kevin Roose, D.V.M. * Karen Knight, D.V.M. 

509 W. Ann Arbor Trail * Plymouth, MI 48170 
734-451-2870 

 
 
 
 

 
 

SPECIALTY PET SUPPLIES, INC. 
1449 W. Ann Arbor Road * Plymouth, MI 48170 

734-453-6930 
Fax:  734-453-7127 

M-F 10-7:30 * Sat 10-6 * Sun 12-4 
 
 
 
 

 
WARREN WOODS VETERINARY HOSPITAL 

29157 Schoenherr * Warren, MI 48314 
586-751-3350 

 
 
 

 
OAKLAND VETERINARY EMERGENCY GROUP 

1400 Telegraph Rd * Bloomfield Hills, MI 48302 
248-334-6877 

 
 
 
 

     Free discount card                                    Open 7-Days          
available to club members       Ask about our birdie day spa treatment 

 

DISCOUNT PET & SUPPLIES 
Specializing in Exotic Birds & Cages 

1623 Middlebelt Rd. Livonia, MI 48154 
734-513-6060 

http://www.discountpetbirdstore.com/ 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

FASHIONISTA WEAR 
Custom Handmade Clothing, Hair and Body  Jewelry 

Anything Parrot-ly 
Custom Parrot Accessories  

Cage Covers, Shoulder Capes 
 or anything else you might think of 

Text, Message or Call me and ask 
If I can make it I will 

                         Lanah Harris 
                         1- 734-502-3751              
 

 

BIRDMAMA’S BIRD SITTING 
SERVICE 

Are you going out of town or on vacation? Do you have a 
feathered friend that is staying at home? Susan can help you 

with your problem she will birdie sit your bird(s) at her house. 
For more information on rates and care specifics contact by 

phone or e-mail 
                       

Susan Dixon 
                       1-248-330-6938 
            susanhdixon@hotmail.com    
           

http://www.discountpetbirdstore.com/
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SOUTHGATE ANIMAL HOSPITAL 

Keith Cook, D.V.M. * Elieen Cook, D.V.M. 
13697 Dix-Toledo Rd* Southgate, MI 48195 

734-284-9122 
 

 
 

ANIMAL EMERGENCY CENTER 
24360 Novi Road * Novi, MI 48375 

248-348-1788 
265 E. 2nd St. * Rochester, MI 48307 

248-651-1788 
Both Locations are open 24 hours a Day 

7 Days a Week 
www.theanimalemergencycenter.com 

 
 
 

 

MUGSHOTS and MOUSE PADS 
Species specific coffee mugs, mouse pads and other parrot 

paraphernalia 
                         Cheryl Hitter 
                          734-422-2804 
             *Put your pet’s picture on a mug or mouse pad* 
 
 

 
 
 

    MURALS 
    AND OTHER 

 CREATIONS                  
 BY MARY KAY PERVA 
        734-207-0489 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

                         
 
  
 
 

 
 

 

 
Veterinary Care Specialists 

205 Rowe Road 
Milford, MI 48380 

248-684-0468 
Open 24 Hours A Day 7 Days A Week 

 
 

UV LIGHTING, HEATERS, VITIMINS AND 
OTHER SUPPLIES for your BIRDS, FISH and 

REPTILES 
 

VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT 

zoomed.com 
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Bird Droppings 

 
 

 
UPCOMING MEETING 
DATES: 
FEBRUARY 22nd – FOURTH SUNDAY 
MARCH 22nd –       FOURTH SUNDAY 
APRIL 26th –        FOURTH SUNDAY 
  
RAINBOW FEATHERS BIRD CLUB 
Who we are and what we are about 
 Non Profit club with members throughout 

the tri-county area, single bird owners, or 
just thinking of getting a bird, families, 
breeders, exhibitors, all are welcome. 

 Support scholarships for avian vet students 
 Yearly Bird Fair 
 Club Library for members 
 Grooming available 
 Avian rescue/relocation programs 
 Monthly meetings with programs of interest 

to members. 
 Monthly newsletter 
 Periodic Service projects 
 Field Trips 
 Educational Programs upon request 
 Make-it-take-it workshops 
    And more……. 
 
Come join us and have your feathers preened 
by other Pet Bird Enthusiasts 
 

 
 

Rainbow Feathers Bird Club Elected Officers: 
President – Dave Carol 734-422-5981 
 Email – sweettweeters@comcast.net  
Vice President – Steve Plafchan 734-513-0030 
 Email – splafchan@twmi.rr.com  
Secretary– Kathe Cote 313-728-2211 
 Email –  
Treasurer and Membership Secretary – 
 Tammy Carol 734-422-5981 
 Email – sweettweeters@comcast.net  
Board of Trustees –  
 Mary Perva 517-618-7008 
            Susan Dixon 248-330-6938 
            Email- susanhdixon@ hotmail.com 
 Henry Jedrzejek-734-427-3187 
 Email- bigduke@comcast.net 

   
 

 
ALL HEALTHY AND CLIPPED BIRDS ARE ALWAYS 
WELCOME TO ACCOMPANY THEIR HUMAN 
COMPANIONS TO THE MONTHLY MEETINGS.  WE 
MEET AT THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH, 6443 
MERRIMAN ROAD BETWEEN FORD AND WARREN 
IN GARDEN CITY.  MEETINGS START AT 2:00 PM. 
 
Anyone interested in becoming a member please 
contact Tammy Carol @ 734-422-5981 or by e-mail 
sweettweeters@comcast.net 

mailto:sweettweeters@comcast.net
mailto:sweettweeters@comcast.net
mailto:bigduke@comcast.net
mailto:sweettweeters@comcast.net
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Steve Plafchan is now doing the newsletter.  All ads 
and articles will be due the 1st of the month for 
publishing in the current month’s newsletter.  
Please send all items to Steve at 11021 Henry Ruff, 
Livonia MI 48150 or email to 
splafchan@twmi.rr.com. 
 
Everyone is encouraged to submit articles for the 
newsletter – this is YOUR newsletter. 
 
Articles and/or pictures copied from other 
publications must be accompanied with written 
permission from original publication and author; this 
needs to be provided to the editor along with the 
article and/or picture. 
 
Editor reserves the right to approve and/or edit any 
articles submitted prior to publication. 
 
Ads will be run free for members having a one-time 
sale (baby birds, etc.).  Those wishing to run ads 
multiple times or for a business must purchase a 
business membership. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 Ask owner’s permission to handle/feed 

bird(s) and remember to return bird to the 
owner. 

 Wash hands prior/after bird handling. 
 When bringing companion birds to club 

meetings, only bring birds that you have had 
vet checked and in your possession for at 
least 30 days. 

 Clean up after yourself and your bird(s) 
before you leave. 

 
 

                     

 

CLUB WELFARE 
 
Please contact Jean Jedrzejek at 734-427-3187 or 
e-mail her at bigduke@comcast.net if you know of 
any club member who is in the hospital or has lost 
a loved one. 
 
 
 
 

Monthly snack list 
We have decided to stop 

soliciting for snack volunteers for 
our meetings and make the format a 
potluck venue.  The reasoning for 
this is twofold; there have been very 
few members signing up for snacks 
and many members just bring 
dishes and desserts without signing 
up.  So from now on our meetings 
will be a potluck fair, YUM!!   
 
 
 

mailto:bigduke@comcast.net
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OVER THE RAINBOW BRIDGE 
Sadly we must report the passing of 

yet another feathered member of our club. 
Chi-Chi a Parrotlett who owned Julie 

and Jim Kaminski for over eleven years 
suddenly crossed over the rainbow bridge 
last month. Chi-Chi will always be 
remembered for his playful antics and the 
way he liked to snuggle in their hair and 
around necks.  

To Chi-Chi we say soar high and free 
on the far side of the rainbow bridge.  Your 
time here was too short but will always be 
treasured. 
 
 

From the prez: 
 
Well the January meeting was great 

so much fun.  Would you join me as we 
welcome Kathe Cote as our new Club 
Secretary and we would also like to thank 
Beverly Sholar for her 2 years of service as 
our Club Secretary.  Man does time fly it is 
February already and we have survived our 
first major dumping of snow 16.7 inches to 
be exact. I sure there will be more to follow 
winter isn’t done just yet but we are on the 
downside of it and that’s a good thing. Also 
as you might have noticed December, 
January and February have been devoid of 
programs and that is because with the winter 
being so crazy Tammy Steve and I figured it 
is better to be safe and not schedule in those 
winter months. After last winter and a 
healthy dose of snow on Groundhogs Day 
this year that has been a very good idea.  

Fear not though they renew in March so be 
ready and keep checking the upcoming 
events.  It looks like another busy year for us 
and as things come up you can check the 
dates, places and times in the upcoming 
events. Remember one important thing the 
club is you it’s all you, your ideas, 
participation and anything else the club does 
all comes from your ideas and support. So as 
we plunge headlong into this New Year 
keep doing what you are doing and we will 
keep going and growing. Remember this as 
always YOU GUYS ROCK!!!!! 

                                        Until Next Time 
                                        Your Prez  
                                         Dave 

 
 
 
 
 Voice of 
the VeeP 

 
We held our annual 

elections last month and we 
re-elected all the officers except the 
secretary.  I wish to extend my thanks to 
Beverly Sholar for being our secretary the 
past two years and congratulations to Kathe 
Cote upon being elected to the position. 
 My apologies have to be extended to 
the African Greys at last month’s meeting.  
Due to my laziness JB was the only bird that 
accompanied me and when the avian 
attendance was taken the Greys lost by one.  
Had Pookie and Sparky come to the meeting 
as the usually do we would have been 
leading the pack. 
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 Tammy and I decided not to schedule 
any shows in January or February this year 
because of all the cancelations we had to 
make last year due to the weather. 
Speaking of shows Tammy is receiving 
requests and is now starting to schedule 
them at an increasing rate.  I will do my best 
to keep the Upcoming Events page on our 
website with each and every show that is 
scheduled the day that the booking is 
confirmed.  If you are ever interested 
knowing when the next event or show is go 
to http://www.rfbirdclub.com then click on 
the upcoming events tab.  A second option 
would be to call me at home 734-513-0030 
if I’m not home leave a message and I will 
answer you a soon as I can.  The shows and 
events are a lot of fun so you should 
consider joining us.  You don’t have to bring 
your bird if you don’t want to please 
consider joining us just to see the delight on 
the people’s faces.  We can always use help 
with our birds while the show is being 
presented. 
 Well, try to stay warm and dry and I 
hope the weather cooperates for our meeting 
this month.  
.  

 
 
                         Your Veep 
                            Steve 

           
 
 
 
 

   Out and About  
     With Pookie 

 

  Here we are once again in the middle 
of winter and as regular as clockwork I have 

been fielding the same questions as last 
year.  Should I bathe my bird when it’s cold 
out?  Can I take by bird to the club meeting 
or outside to the car in this weather?  At 
the last meeting Steve and I were asked 
these general questions or variations of 
them multiple times. 
 Baths: just because it’s cold outside 
doesn’t mean you have to postpone 
personal hygiene.  Most homes are heated 
with a forced air furnace and in order to 
prevent dry air they have manually set 
humidifiers on them. As the outside 
temperature fluctuates the humidity level 
in your home should be increased and 
decreased accordingly.  If the humidity is 
not maintained properly by your companion 
human there will be one of two issues.  
Firstly (and the worst) the air in your home 
will be too dry causing dry and itchy skin 
and disheveled messy feathers.  Showers 
under these conditions are even more 
critical because they do more than help 
keep you clean.  A shower under lukewarm 
water that soaks your feathers and you 
down to your skin then being allowed to dry 
and preen your own feathers is best.  Ask 
you companion human not to dry you with 
a towel or a blow dryer, you should dry 
preen and clean yourself.  This is not only 
best for your feathers and skin it allows you 
it enables you to get water and dander all 
over the place which most companion 
humans absolutely abhor.  If your human 
has the humidity set high enough in your 
home for cold weather there will most likely 
be ice and frost on the inside of the 

http://www.rfbirdclub.com/
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windows in your humans home.  This 
condition is better for your feathers and 
skin but most humans are more concerned 
about the ice on their windows than your 
feathers.  This has been a long winded 
answer to a simple question.  Showers and 
showering is even more important when it’s 
cold, besides nobody wants to snuggle with 
a stinky bird!   
 Second question going places in the 
car when it’s cold.  Never go outside when 
you are wet or damp.  If your Companion 
human is going to take you to a club 
meeting, the vet or anywhere else follow 
these protocols.  Warm up the car, have 
you human start the car and allow it to run 
so it nice and toasty warm inside.  Make 
sure they wrap your carrier inside a warm 
blanket so that no drafts can get inside and 
chill you.  Always have them move quickly 
from the house to the warmed car as they 
can minimizing your exposure to the cold.  
Following these simple rule will allow you to 
get out and enjoy yourself during the cold 
winter months. 

                          Chirps and Squawks 
                                  Pookie  
  

 
 

 
        
    
                    
           

  

 
                    
              
              
   
 
 

The call came in and they were off to 
a place called Birmingham Michigan and in 
this neighbor -hood the houses were opulent 
to say the least. Yes the Rangers were 
surrounded buy million dollar plus homes so 
they stood out like sore thumbs.  This is 
where duty called them there they must go.  
They arrived at the house and were greeted 
by the house keeper who said the Madame 
of the house was not home. The Rangers 
were puzzled but were not going to argue 
with a woman with two large dogs by her 
side.  Just then a young man emerged and 
told her it was OK and he let them in.  The 
first thing that greeted them were 5 Brussels 
Griffon dogs (at $1500 a pop mind you) then 
it hit them.  Well actually Ranger Steve 
came face to face with it a large lifelike doll 
dressed as a butler, it almost made Ranger 
Steve run for the door.  Then as they came 
to the humongous kitchen there they both 
saw one dressed as a French Maid in fact 
these creepy things were all over the house. 
Finally they were lead to the Garage that had 
been converted into a bird area and saw the 
bird they would be rescuing.  It was a 
Scarlett Macaw named Winston. Poor 
Winston had so many toys in his cage he 
hardly had room enough to turn around but 
in the room with the birds was more of these 
“dolls” men dressed in board shorts and 
women in bikinis. Maybe they were going 
for a tropical theme here?  Well it came time 
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to wrangle Winston into the carrier and he 
was not very cooperative.  Running all 
around the garage under the other bird 
cages, (yes there were other birds there) 
really giving the Rangers a run for their 
money. The nephew quickly disappeared 
and did not return until all the drama and 
commotion were over. The nephew made a 
beeline for Ranger Dave and explained why 
he had disappeared, he pointed to his T-shirt 
and said Cashmere $120 dollars and did not 
want it damaged.  All they got with Winston 
was a swing with cowbells on it that they 
were told was his favorite; he hated it and 
was very frightened by it. So with bird in the 
carrier the bid a very overdue farewell to 
this house of the living dolls. Well as things 
sometimes work out it seems that one half of 
Winston’s former owners got wind of this 
rescue and eagerly adopted Winston back 
into her new home. It was a win-win for 
everybody around. Winston found his 
former bird mom and the Rangers got out of 
the house of the plastic people. So success 
was theirs but they could not rest, (well yes 
they could but not for long) for there are 
others that need their help and they can do it 
for they are the RESCUE RANGERS!!!! 
 
 
Be here for our next thrilling adventure A Little 
Grace in Woodhaven!!!!! 

 
 
 

      Rambling with 
Rambo  

    Well gang as I 
write this Paco has not 
come home with me, yet.  

Hopefully, he will be home with me by time 
you are reading this.  Michael for the most 
part has Mommy convinced how much I 
need a big brother.  Michael has really 
worked on her for some time now.  Daddy 
has been extra good, doing extra chores, 
even taking Mommy out to dinner.  Well, at 
least he is not asking her to let him have a 
Green Wing Macaw, or a Big Cockatoo.  
And I really like those Big ‘Toos.   That 
would be asking WAY TOO MUCH. 

In this weather, I have not been able 
to get out much.  I did go visit with Paco 
several times.  Mommy actually went with 
us once.  She was surprised when she saw 
how big he is.  When Daddy told her he was 
a Mini Macaw, she expected a little shrimp 
like me.    He had to explain that the 
Chestnut Fronted Macaw (Severe Macaw) is 
in the same category as me, one of the Red 
Shoulder Macaws. 

She was very surprised when coming 
into Annette’s house – that is who is 
fostering him – upon hearing that much 
bigger voice.  Because there was a stranger 
there, Annette’s dogs, and other foster birds 
were going crazy.  This had Paco all riled 
up.  He is normally a rather quite boy. 

While visiting Annette, with Mommy, 
the Blue Indian Ring Neck, was making a 
real racket.  I never knew they were so loud.  
I never heard one make a peep at any of our 
shows, or meetings.    

Last month I met some new friends.  
Michael joined a second Bird Club.  So now 
I can go to an extra meeting a month.  That 
is another chance to get more People Food.  
Naturally, everyone there loved me.  
Michael showed everyone pictures of all the 
exploits of Rainbow Feathers over the past 
year.  People are really amazed how busy 
we are, and all the things we did last year.  
Well naturally.  We are Rainbow Feathers, 
the Super Stars, of the Avian World. 
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The first part of the month was very 
boring.  The last week of January, I had 
more adventures than I have room to talk 
about. All I can say is I had fun.  We hope 
things were fun for you. Talk to you more 
soon. 
Well gang, you can follow more of my, and 
Michael’s, adventures on his Facebook 
page.   

 Like always,   Try to Be Good, Have 
         Fun, and Remember  
            Macaws Rule. 
                 Rambo.  
     

 
 
 
 

Rescue 
Update 

 
   

There was one 
adoption last month a 

Timneh African Gray named Buddy.  
Buddy’s adoption was quite amazing 
because he was very cantankerous and 
extremely un-handable.  When he met the 
owner of his new forever home it was an 
instant bond. A match made in heaven. 

 We are always in need of foster homes 
especially for smaller birds but be aware 
that finding homes and people willing to 
adopt smaller birds is very difficult so a 
foster offer could be for a long time  

Our thanks go to all our members for 
your support in the rescue.  It is because 
of your participation in our monthly raffle 
and your donations of food, cages, toys 
and money that we are able to accomplish 

this awesome feat.  Thank you one and all 
and please keep up the great work.  
 

 
A REMINDER 

Our dues were due by January 
31st.  Checks should be made out 
to RAINBOW FEATHERS BIRD 
CLUB. Please pay them at the 
January meeting or by mail to 
Tammy Carol at Rainbow Feathers 
Bird Club, PO Box 1587, Garden 
City MI  48135. 

 
 

               
 
.  

 
 

BIRTHDAY GREETINGS to :  
 

CINDY GRIFFIN                                MAR. 4 
SANDY PROSZKOWSKI                  MAR. 7 
DEANNA MCELWEE                       MAR. 9 
JACQUELINE THOMAS                   MAR. 10 
KEN SHOLAR                                     MAR. 13 
BRIAN CHINERY                              MAR. 17 
JIM HEFFERNAN                              MAR. 18 
RON LANKFORD                               MAR.18 
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SOPHIA HOLLOW                               MAR. 24 
SUSAN ERNST                                   MAR. 25 
JEFF KEENE                                       MAR.26 
DIANE DAVIS                                   MAR 28    
LANAH HARRIS                               MAR. 29 
CAROLYN HEMMJE                        MAR 30 

CLUB T-SHIRTS 
 

Good news!  Tracy 
Hilka who is Bella 

Embroidery is now going to make our club 
shirts.  The price for t-shirts, including our 
logo embroidered on it, is $10.00 for sm. to 
Xl and $12.50 for 2xl to 5xl.  These are 
Gildan brand #8000 50/50 t-shirts, there are 
lots of colors. 

What you do is go to her website.  
 www.sportswearcollection.com/bellaemb 
Then type Gildan in the search box (this will 
put you on the Gildan page). 
Look down the page and find Gildan 
DryBlend 50/50 T-shirts #8000 
Click on the icon and this will open the page 
with all the colors and sizes. 
Choose your size and color(s) and add it to 
your Cart. 
On the cart page there is a place for 
comments when you place your order, in 
this box tell Tracy you would like your shirt 
embroidered with the  
Rainbow Feathers Bird Club Logo 
When she receives your order she will send 
you a PayPal ® invoice 
In a short time you will receive your new 
club shirt in the mail. 
 If you don’t have internet access or a 
PayPal ® account you can contact me, Steve 

Plafchan and we’ll figure out a solution to 
get you a shirt. 
 She has many items available (hats, 
tote bags, etc.) that she can put our logo on 
if you wish.  She has given us a catalog full 
of things you can order, all the prices are 
retail and she receives a wholesale price so  
you will have to talk to her about pricing. (IE 
prices will be less than what’s listed in the 
catalog.) 
 

 
 
 

                                    
            

 
 
 
 
 

Made in 
China 

 
 
 
When looking at birds toys recently, my 

husband noticed that a particular product was 
“Made in China”.  Upon further investigation, we 
found other bird toys and products made in China.  
You may wonder what inspired me to write this 
article….it’s because my birds are precious to me, 
as I’m sure yours are to you. 

In the recent past it was reported that the 
Chinese had exported baby food laced with 
melamine to make it appear thicker.  Then there was 
the toothpaste contaminated with a chemical found 

http://www.sportswearcollection.com/bellaemb
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in antifreeze, the same chemical found in cough 
syrup that killed people in Panama when it turned 
up in their cough syrup…and not once, but multiple 
times, our dog and cat food!...and many more 
things. The FDA is also on the lookout for 
vegetable proteins contaminated with melamine – 
the same chemical that killed over 8,000 American 
dogs and cats when it was imported from China in 
pet food and treats.   

There were some 257 refusals alone (of 
Chinese food products) in April of 2007 because the 
food was labeled by the FDA as “filthy”.  Most of 
the time the official term, “filthy,” is used when 
inspectors smell decomposition or gross 
contamination of food.  This food could be for 
either human or animal consumption.   

No country is increasing its food exports 
faster than China – about 20 percent in the last year 
alone.  From pesticides, feed additives, heavy 
metals, coal tar, and other toxins, these are the 
environmental conditions in China that are 
poisoning China's people and their human and pet 
food exports. 

So what does this all have to do with pet 
toys?  Well, we need to know what kind of material 
they’re made from and especially what kinds of 
dyes are used if our precious birds are going to 
chew on them!  Also found on the website  
http://www.parrotparrot.com/alerts-toxins/ is a story 
on toxic material used on bird cages and the heavy 
metal poisoning that can occur.  Beware of bird 
cages made in China.  Also, beware if they are 
lacking a good brand name.  It probably means that 
they were made in China. 

In the future, be sure to look at the tags that 
come on all bird toys and cages, and please refrain 
from buying ones that come from China.  A cheap 
price is not worth the physical and emotional 
expense of your bird’s health and possible death. 

Many of you have other pets besides birds.  
You may want to subscribe to “Poisoned Pets: A 
look inside the pet food industry” to keep up to date 
with pet/bird food recalls and poisonings at 
http://www.poisonedpets.com/.  If you remember 
just a few months ago, there was a nationwide recall 
by Zupreem® due to dangerous levels of calcium, 
phosphorus and vitamin D in some of its Fruit 
Blend pellets.  They actually had two recalls last 
year.  The other was due to calcium levels being 
higher than recommended in some of their 
formulated pellets.  There were also other recalls, 

one by Magnolia Bird Farm Products who recalled 
peanuts and seed mixes due to salmonella 
contamination. The Lafever recall was due to the 
possibility of bacteria or fungus in one of the grains 
used in their products. They recommended 
discontinuing feeding of the affected products. 
Kaytee recalled Hand Feeding Formula Baby Birds 
and Hand Feeding Formula Baby Macaw due to 
high levels of vitamin D and salmonella.  I don’t 
know about you, but this really concerns me.  I 
don’t know whether or not any of these cases were 
due to Chinese vitamins, additives or 
manufacturing, but you can’t be too careful.  If the 
Chinese are not concerned about our babies, they 
surely wouldn’t be concerned about our birds! 

                                                      The Bird Mama 
                                               Susan Dixon 

 
 

UP COMING  

EVENTS 
As of 

Feb.2nd  2015 
 
March 11th        Senior Show 
                        American House 
                        39201 Joy Road 
                       Westland, MI 48185 
                           5:30 PM Set-up 
                           6:30 PM Show   
 
March 14th     Society of Canary and Finch 
                                 Breeders 
                                 Bird Fair 
                     $3.00 Adm. 9AM to 4 PM 
                      Livonia Elks Lodge #2246 
                         31117 Plymouth Rd. 

Livonia, MI 48150 
 ***Our Club Has a Booth at This Event*** 
 

http://www.parrotparrot.com/alerts-toxins/
http://www.poisonedpets.com/
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March 24th         Senior Show 
                 American House Westland 
                   Hunter Senior Living 
                      35700 Hunter Ave. 
                       Westland, MI 48185 
                           1:00 PM Set-up 
                           2:00 PM Show 
 
April 15th           Bird Show 
                       Arkay Center for 
                   Handicapped Adults Taylor  
                      25524 Goddard Rd. 
                      Taylor, MI 48180 
                      12:00 PM Set-up (noon) 
                      1:00 PM Show 
 
 
April 27th          Senior Show 
                     Caretel Inns of Brighton 
                       1014 East Grand River  
                       Brighton, MI 48116 
                           2:00 Set-up  
                           3:00 Show 
 
May 5th           Educational Show 
              AARP Meeting at Wayne County 
                          Community College 
                         in the Ray Mix Room 
                            21000 Northline 
                             Taylor, MI 48180 
                            11:30 AM   Set-up 
                            12:30 PM  Show 
 
May 12th            Senior Show 
                        Village Care Center 
                       22600 W. Main St. 
                      Armada, MI 48005 
                          1:00 PM set-up 
                          2:00 PM show 
 
June 14th      Rainbow Feathers Bird Club 
                      17th Annual Bird Fair 
                      $3.00 Adm. 10AM to 4PM 
                          VFW Post 345    

                      27345 Schoolcraft Rd. 
                          Redford, MI 48239    
                        10:00AM to 4:00PM 
 
****NOTE******NOTE******NOTE**
** 
 There has been some confusion from 
the loyal readers of Bird Droppings as to 
which events they are allowed to bring their 
own bird(s) to.  As a point of reference and 
for future information please we want 
everyone to be aware that when you see the 
line: 
 *****Our Club Has a Booth at This 
Event***** 
following or “Educational Show” preceding 
an event listing it means we are attending 
the event in an official capacity representing 
our club and rescue.  At these events all club 
members are welcomed to bring their 
feathered companions with them.  Also 
please note that our space is very limited at 
some of these events but don’t let this stop 
you from joining us, we will find a way for 
you and your birdie buddy to fit in and enjoy 
the fun. 
 
 
 
  Avast ye Mates                               

 

  
Ah yes a new year and a new font for 

my title, (ya know I’m still trying to distance 
myself from Capt Crabbypants).  Anyway, 
this winter has been much better than last 
year not as much snow and not as cold.  You 
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see Mother Nature or as she is known to me 
Stella demoted those pesky groundhogs 
back to the mailroom after last year’s fiasco 
when they went haywire with the snow and 
cold.  They were none too pleased but hey 
she’s the boss so her word is law but she still 
has a few tricks up her sleeve.  One of those 
being a Groundhog Day Snowstorm they 
called Linus. Yes she rained on their parade 
or rather snowed just to teach them a lesson 
and show them that they need a little lesson 
after last year.  So it snowed big time my pet 
human snow blowed and shoveled until he 
looked like a Yeti (Abominable Snowman to 
all you laypeople).  All the while I stayed 
nice and warm as I watched him become 
whiter and whiter.  I found this all quite 
amusing sipping my hot toddy and reading 
Parrots Monthly.  Then it hit me NO 
STUPID HAT!!! Could it be true he was 
wearing a hat that looked like he stole 
Ralphies from a Christmas Story.  I was so 
overjoyed I could have cried no more 
embarrassment, no more having to hide 
myself out of shame and no more trying to 
get rid of the stupid Mohawk Hat, YAY!!  
Well that lasted all of two seconds I spied in 
his OTHER coat in its pocket The Hat, it 
still lives and I still have to find a way to get 
rid of it.  Mind you I will get rid of that 
@#$& *!#*& hat and when I do not even 
the FBI and CIA combined will find it. You 
can take that to the bank!!!! 
                                                           Cheers 
                                           Captain  Morgan 

Bits from Baby 
 

 
Howdy all my rainbow feathered 

friends, this is your roving reporter Baby 
with the latest and greatest club news.  

Well January was our 
annual election and everyone was re-
elected. We had to elect a secretary and 
Kathe Cote was elected. 

We had a total of sixty- five 
people, fifty- three members and twelve 
guests, and seven of the guests joined 
our flock. There were thirty feathered 
members there as follows, seven 
Macaws, six African Grays, 4 cockatoos 
plus thirteen other types of parrots. 

As always the food and 
friendships at the meetings of feathered 
and non-feathered members/guests is 
always great.  

I hope to be at the next meeting so 
I can report first hand on all the fun that 
goes on there. 

  
  

                             Till we meet again, 
                             God Bless. 

                                         your friend Baby, 
 >< >< >< >< ><>< >< >< >< ><>< >< ><  
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Attention 
Kroger and 

Amazon 
Shoppers 

 We have 
registered our 

rescue in the KROGER COMMUNITY 
REWARDS PROGRAM  and the 
AMAZON SMILE PROGRAM.  These 
programs will donate a portion of the 
proceeds from registered shoppers to our 
non-profit rescue every time they purchase 
something.  We are encouraging everybody 
who shops at Kroger® and/or Amazon to do 
so.  Here is what you have to do. 

Kroger Shoppers: 
 You must have a “Kroger Plus” card.  

If you don’t have one, they are available free 
by asking for one at your neighborhood 
Kroger store service desk. 

You then have to register for the 
program by going on-line to Kroger.com 
and create an account or sign onto your 
account if you have been to this site before. 

Once you have an account you click 
on the “EDIT KROGER COMMUNITY 
REWARDS” tab and select Rainbow 
Feathers Bird Club and Rescue or our club’s 
NPO number “52206”.  Once you have 
successfully registered you will see: 
Rainbow Feathers Bird Club and Rescue on 
the right side of the information page.  
When you shop at Kroger your support will 
also show at the bottom of your cash register 
receipts. 

If you have been using your phone 
number when shopping at Kroger and don’t 
know your “Kroger Plus” card number you 
can call 877-576-7587 to get your card 
number. 

Amazon.com Shoppers: 
Instead of going to amazon.com go to 

smile.amazon.com  this is a mirror website 
and it will have your shopping history, wish 
list and all account information.  Under your 
account tab you will be able to change or 
select your charity. Select RAINBOW 
FEATHERS BIRD CLUB for our rescue to 
reap the benefits.  Remember to bookmark 
smile.amazon.com and always use this site 
for shopping on Amazon for our rescue to 
receive the donations.  
 
 
 
 
SERIOUSLY!! 

It seems that there 
are people out there that 
love their pets, that is until 
they get sick and then 
think that rescues are 

where they can dump them to get the vet 
care they need. Here are two such stories. 

A man called the rescue looking to 
turn in his Sun Conure because in his words 
it has been at the bottom of the cage all 
puffed up. When I asked if it was sick he 
said yeah I think so, I then said it needs vet 
care and he said that’s why I called you.  I 
explained that we could not take a visibly 
sick bird into the rescue because of the other 
rescues that have had vet care and our own 
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personal birds.  He said but I thought you 
were a rescue? I told him that many rescues 
will not take in a knowingly sick animal and 
asked him how long it had been like that he 
said about three days. I told him again we 
could not take it in and gave him an avian 
vet’s number. Don’t know what happened 
but it didn’t look good for the bird. 

A woman call to say she had a Lutino 
Quaker Parakeet she needed to turn in 
because it had, in her words, “snot coming 
out of its nose”.  I told her she needed to get 
it to a vet and she said “there are vets for 
birds” I said yes, but she didn’t want to 
spend the money.  When I told her we could 
not take a sick bird she told me that was 
bulls@#% we were a rescue weren’t we. I 
said yes but to protect the other rescues that 
have had vet care and our own birds we 
could not take her bird.  She proceeded to 
swear at me some more and then hung up on 
me. 
People need to realize rescues are spread 
pretty thin financially and we are not a 
dumping ground for sick birds they won’t 
get the proper vet care for. If you can’t 
afford the vet care do not get an animal! 

 
 
 

Are you 
watching your 
bird’s figure? 
By ZuPreem Staff 

Obesity is a common condition in 
companion birds and occurs when they consume 
more calories than they can expend over an 
extended period of time.  Lack of flight activity and 
a diet rich in fatty seeds are common causes of 
obesity.  Your bird could be obese if its body weight 
exceeds the normal body weight (within normal 
variation) for its species by 15 percent or more. 

 
Here’s how to tell if your bird is overweight 

Take a minute to perform a quick home 
exam. Start by noticing your bird’s stance.  A wider 
than normal stance can be a sign of obesity.  Next, 
check for a small roll of fat, a “double chin” visible 
under the beak.  Also, look for small yellow or white 
fat deposits in the abdomen, along the flanks, inner 
thighs, upper breast and crop area.  Finally, check 
for any bald patches where feather tracts may have 
separated due to fat under the skin. 
You can also weigh your bird 

To do this at home, use an electronic scale 
that measures in grams, not ounces, to detect small 
changes.  Of course, the best way to be sure is to 
have your pet weighed and examined by your avian 
veterinarian. 
Health risks associated with obesity 

Obesity increases your bird’s risk of 
developing many serious diseases including heart 
disease, liver disease, fatty tumor formation 
(lipomas) and respiratory distress during exercise 
and play.  Obesity is also associated with abnormal 
feathering, egg binding and infertility. 
What you can do 

If you suspect your bird may be obese, see 
your veterinarian for a complete and thorough 
physical examination as well as advice on how to 
change your bird’s diet to a healthier one.  Along 
with more exercise, converting your bird from a 
seed-based diet to a more nutritionally balanced 
extruded diet could be the answer.  Remember 
that any weight-loss regimen for your bird should 
be done with your veterinarian’s guidance. 
 

How does your bird 
weigh in? 

The following table 
expresses approximate normal 
mature body weights for some 
bird species in terms of both the 
average weight and a range of 
acceptable variances (+/-) from 
the average. 
 

 
                                                  Average Weight                 Variance 
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Species                                            (grams)                      (+/- grams) 
Scarlet Macaw                              1,001                          151 
Blue & Gold Macaw                      1039                           102 
Military Macaw                               925                             57 
Hyacinth Macaw                           1355                            95 
Umbrella Cockatoo                        403                             57 
Moluccan Cockatoo                       577                             71 
Great Sulfur Crested Cockatoo      843                           147 
Citron Cockatoo                             357                             34 
Grand Eclectus                              432                             40 
African Grey                                   554                             66 
Blue-Fronted Amazon                    432                             51 
Mexican Red-Headed Amazon      360                             24 

Yellow-Naped Amazon                   596                            85 
Double Yellow-Headed Amazon     568                            61 
Budgerigar                                        30                             * 
Lovebird                                           45                              * 
Cockatile                                          l 80                            * 
 
Taken from Clinical Avian Medicine and Surge  
This article reprinted with permission from Zupreem ® 
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NORTH BRANCH ANIMAL HOSPITAL 
17630 Twelve Mile Road * Southfield, MI 48076 

248-557-7773 
 
 

 
 

ROOSE ANIMAL HOSPITAL 
Kevin Roose, D.V.M. * Karen Knight, D.V.M. 

509 W. Ann Arbor Trail * Plymouth, MI 48170 
734-451-2870 

 
 
 
 

 
 

SPECIALTY PET SUPPLIES, INC. 
1449 W. Ann Arbor Road * Plymouth, MI 48170 

734-453-6930 
Fax:  734-453-7127 

M-F 10-7:30 * Sat 10-6 * Sun 12-4 
 
 
 
 

 
WARREN WOODS VETERINARY HOSPITAL 

29157 Schoenherr * Warren, MI 48314 
586-751-3350 

 
 
 

 
OAKLAND VETERINARY EMERGENCY GROUP 

1400 Telegraph Rd * Bloomfield Hills, MI 48302 
248-334-6877 

 
 
 
 

     Free discount card                                    Open 7-Days          
available to club members       Ask about our birdie day spa treatment 

 

DISCOUNT PET & SUPPLIES 
Specializing in Exotic Birds & Cages 

1623 Middlebelt Rd. Livonia, MI 48154 
734-513-6060 

http://www.discountpetbirdstore.com/ 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

FASHIONISTA WEAR 
Custom Handmade Clothing, Hair and Body  Jewelry 

Anything Parrot-ly 
Custom Parrot Accessories  

Cage Covers, Shoulder Capes 
 or anything else you might think of 

Text, Message or Call me and ask 
If I can make it I will 

                         Lanah Harris 
                         1- 734-502-3751              
 

 

BIRDMAMA’S BIRD SITTING 
SERVICE 

Are you going out of town or on vacation? Do you have a 
feathered friend that is staying at home? Susan can help you 

with your problem she will birdie sit your bird(s) at her house. 
For more information on rates and care specifics contact by 

phone or e-mail 
                       

Susan Dixon 
                       1-248-330-6938 
            susanhdixon@hotmail.com    
           

http://www.discountpetbirdstore.com/
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SOUTHGATE ANIMAL HOSPITAL 

Keith Cook, D.V.M. * Elieen Cook, D.V.M. 
13697 Dix-Toledo Rd* Southgate, MI 48195 

734-284-9122 
 

 
 

ANIMAL EMERGENCY CENTER 
24360 Novi Road * Novi, MI 48375 

248-348-1788 
265 E. 2nd St. * Rochester, MI 48307 

248-651-1788 
Both Locations are open 24 hours a Day 

7 Days a Week 
www.theanimalemergencycenter.com 

 
 
 

 

MUGSHOTS and MOUSE PADS 
Species specific coffee mugs, mouse pads and other parrot 

paraphernalia 
                         Cheryl Hitter 
                          734-422-2804 
             *Put your pet’s picture on a mug or mouse pad* 
 
 

 
 
 

    MURALS 
    AND OTHER 

 CREATIONS                  
 BY MARY KAY PERVA 
        734-207-0489 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

                         
 
  
 
 

 
 

 

 
Veterinary Care Specialists 

205 Rowe Road 
Milford, MI 48380 

248-684-0468 
Open 24 Hours A Day 7 Days A Week 

 
 

 

UV LIGHTING, HEATERS, VITIMINS AND 
OTHER SUPPLIES for your BIRDS, FISH and 

REPTILES 
 

VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT 

zoomed.com 
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Bird Droppings 

       
 
 

UPCOMING MEETING 
DATES: 

March 22nd –- Fourth Sunday 
April 26th ------– Fourth Sunday 
May 17th-------- Third Sunday 
 
RAINBOW FEATHERS BIRD CLUB 
Who we are and what we are about 
 Non Profit club with members throughout 

the tri-county area, single bird owners, or 
just thinking of getting a bird, families, 
breeders, exhibitors, all are welcome. 

 Support scholarships for avian vet students 
 Yearly Bird Fair 
 Club Library for members 
 Grooming available 
 Avian rescue/relocation programs 
 Monthly meetings with programs of interest 

to members. 
 Monthly newsletter 
 Periodic Service projects 
 Field Trips 
 Educational Programs upon request 
 Make-it-take-it workshops 
     
Come join us and have your feathers preened 
by other Pet Bird Enthusiasts 
 

 

Rainbow Feathers Bird Club Elected Officers: 
President – Dave Carol 734-422-5981 
 Email – sweettweeters@comcast.net  
Vice President – Steve Plafchan 734-513-0030 
 Email – splafchan@twmi.rr.com  
Secretary– Kathe Cote 313-728-2211 
 Email – gardenfrog1967@yahoo.com 
Treasurer and Membership Secretary – 
 Tammy Carol 734-422-5981 
 Email – sweettweeters@comcast.net  
Board of Trustees –  
 Mary Perva- 517-618-7008 
            Susan Dixion 248-330-6938 
            Email – susanhdixion@hotmail.net 
 Henry Jedrzejek-734-427-3187 
 Email- bigduke@comcast.net 

 
ALL HEALTHY AND CLIPPED BIRDS ARE ALWAYS 
WELCOME TO ACCOMPANY THEIR HUMAN 
COMPANIONS TO THE MONTHLY MEETINGS.  WE 
MEET AT THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH, 6443 
MERRIMAN ROAD BETWEEN FORD AND WARREN 
IN GARDEN CITY.  MEETINGS START AT 2:00 PM. 
 
Anyone interested in becoming a member please 
contact Tammy Carol @ 734-422-5981 or by e-mail 
sweettweeters@comcast.net  
 

mailto:sweettweeters@comcast.net
mailto:sweettweeters@comcast.net
mailto:bigduke@comcast.net
mailto:sweettweeters@comcast.net
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Steve Plafchan is now doing the newsletter.  All ads 
and articles will be due the 1st of the month for 
publishing in the current month’s newsletter.  
Please send all items to him at 11021 Henry Ruff 
Livonia, MI 48150 or email to 
splafchan@twmi.rr.com. 
 
Everyone is encouraged to submit articles for the 
newsletter – this is YOUR newsletter. 
 
Articles and/or pictures copied from other 
publications must be accompanied with written 
permission from original publication and author; this 
needs to be provided to the editor along with the 
article and/or picture. 
 
Editor reserves the right to approve and/or edit any 
articles submitted prior to publication. 
 
Ads will be run free for members having a one-time 
sale (baby birds, etc.).  Those wishing to run ads 
multiple times or for a business must purchase a 
business membership. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 Ask owner’s permission to handle/feed 

bird(s) and remember to return bird to the 
owner. 

 Wash hands prior/after bird handling. 
 When bringing companion birds to club 

meetings, only bring birds that you have had 
vet checked and in your possession for at 
least 30 days. 

 Clean up after yourself and your bird(s) 
before you leave. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Monthly snack list 
We have decided to stop soliciting 
for snack volunteers for our 
meetings and make the format a 
potluck venue.  The reasoning for 
this is twofold; there have been very 
few members signing up for snacks 
and many members just bring 
dishes and desserts without signing 
up.  So from now on our meetings 
will be a potluck fair, YUM!!   

 

CLUB WELFARE 
 
. Please contact Jean Jedrzejek at 734-427-3187 or 
e-mail her at bigduke@comcast.net if you know of 
any club member who is in the hospital or has lost 
a loved one. 
 

 
 
 
 
From 
the prez: 

Well I hope by the 
time you receive this, the weather will have 
warmed up these night time temperatures 
and wind chills have been brutal.  I am 
usually seeing my early spring flowers by 
this time but it has been to cold even for 
them.  Spring is just around the corner and it 
can’t get here soon enough.  Still we have 
plenty to do even if we can’t go out without 
freezing solid in seconds, the birds keep us 

mailto:dkennedy@livonia.lib.mi.us
mailto:bigduke@comcast.net
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busy and entertained.  Plus the programs 
will have started so I am really hoping for 
warm weather.  The February meeting was 
great as always and we had a lot of fun over 
55 of you braved the cold to hang out 
together for a few hours talk birds and eat, 
more importantly have fun.  We must look 
to the future June will be upon us and our 
bird fair will be here and it is never too early 
to start planning for it.  We need help 
loading the cages into the U-Haul on 
Saturday afternoon June 13th and then 
covering tables and helping the vendors get 
their stuff in the morning of and during the 
fair at the raffle table and other places.  This 
is probably the most important at the end 
helping the vendors get their stuff back to 
their vehicles and cleared out of the hall in a 
timely manner.  June 14th is the date of our 
fair and now with the freeway open I know 
it will be a success.  So watch the upcoming 
events they can change almost constantly 
during the spring and summer. As always 
though I never worry you guys are there to 
make every event a success and the reason is 
YOU GUYS ROCK!!!!! 

PS. Congratulations to Danielle and Jason 
on the birth of their son Lachlan. We all are 
sending you our love and good wishes! 

                                        Until Next Time 
                                             Your Prez 
                                               Dave  
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

  Voice of the  
   Veep  

 
 Spring and warmer weather can’t get 
here soon enough, mainly because my 
birdies are going stir crazy and driving me 
crazy too.  They are longing to get out of the 
house, enjoy car rides and start doing shows.  
However in the absence of these distractions 
they seem to have decided to torment me. 
 It started one afternoon in the kitchen 
with a CLANG, CLATTER, and CRASH of 
pots, pans and glass dishes. (Thankfully 
none of the glass ware broke)  Running into 
the kitchen I found JB and Calvin inside of a 
lower cabinet gleefully relocating the 
contents to the floor.  After a bit of 
lamenting at the mess I gathered up both JB 
and Calvin, put them back into their cage 
and returned to the kitchen.  As I was 
returning all the pans back into the cabinets 
something bit my foot! OUCH!  JB was 
having issues with me restocking my 
cookware into the lower cabinets and 
decided to stall my endeavor.  Then chasing 
my stocking feet became the game of 
choice; after numerous toe nips I had to lock 
him in his cage so I could pick up my 
kitchen.  Once everything was put away JB 
kept returning to the scene of the crime 
looking for a way back inside.  As I reclined 
upon the sofa I could hear him in the kitchen 
banging on cabinets looking for re-entry.  
Then there was a loud clang, the sound of a 
pan falling, I sat up prepared to stop JB in 
the kitchen cabinet but he was standing on 
the floor next to me?  Then I heard the clang 
again, into the kitchen I went but all the 
cabinets were closed?  Weird?  As I started 
to exit the kitchen another clang and this one 
was from a closed cabinet.  When I opened 
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the last lower cabinet door I found Pookie 
inside of the last door happily playing with a 
sauce pan lid.  She was inside having the 
time of her life in a private play spot.  Was 
this why JB kept returning to the kitchen 
cabinet doors?  Did he know Pookie was 
locked inside?  There are some things I may 
never find an answer to. 

Did their ruckus stop with the pots 
and pans in the cupboard?  A rhetorical 
question if ever there was one; the answer is 
no!  The next day I awaken from a nice 
relaxing afternoon nap on the couch and 
what do I notice?  JB and Calvin not in their 
cage, Pookie and Sparky not in their cage; 
where were they?  I immediately look in the 
kitchen, no birds; I look down in the 
basement, no birds: I check the bathroom, 
living room, computer room, no birds.  Then 
I look in my bedroom, there on a pile of 
chewed up t-shirts are all four of them 
having a grand time destroying shirts. 
Between the four of them they managed to 
reduce four of my favorite shirts to rags.    
                                        Your VP 
                                   Steve 

 
 

 
 
 
 

  Rescue Update 
  
 

We had four 
adoptions last month even though the 
weather was so cold.  The birds that went 
to new homes were Coco, a Moluccan 
Cockatoo; Paco, a Severe Macaw; Rico, a 
Jenday Conure and Sugar, a lesser 
Sulphur Crested Cockatoo. 

All of the birds we adopt go to their 
new homes with cages, toys, water bottles, 
and pellets.  We are able to accomplish 

this because of the wonderful generosity of 
the members of this club.   Your donations 
of supplies brought to the meetings and 
especially your participation in the 
monthly club raffles has allowed the 
rescue to send our adoptees to their new 
homes fully prepared.  Thank you one and 
all.  You should all be very proud of 
yourselves for this; our rescue couldn’t do 
this without you. 

 
 
 

           
 
 
 
 
 

                                    
OUT AND 
ABOUT WITH 
POOKIE 
 

 Things were getting pretty 
boring around here these past few months.  
Too cold to go outside and Steve seemed to 
be completely oblivious of our need to 
forage and have adventures.  Well, we owe 
him an apology; it seems he hadn’t 
forgotten JB, Calvin, Sparky and I were just 
looking in the wrong spots. 

The first discovery was made by JB 
out in the kitchen; unbeknown to any of us 
Steve had set up an awesome cubby hole 
inside of the lower kitchen cabinets.  There 
was a loud clang one morning from a pot lid 
striking the floor, when we all scampered 
into the kitchen there was JB inside the 
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lower cabinet proudly looking at the lid he 
had tossed on the floor.  The rest of us 
wasted no time at all, joining him inside of 
the cabinet to push out pans and other 
useless accouterments that were cluttering 
up this space.  I found that I could travel 
inside the cupboard to the far end and hide 
virtually unfindable.  JB and Sparky took up 
defensive positions inside and outside of 
the open door and fended off Steve’s 
advances by attacking his feet.  Not only did 
these maneuvers aid in his exercise 
program, my hiding in the far cabinet 
stimulated his foraging senses because I 
made him look for me for hours.  When I 
became hungry I opened a cupboard door 
and emerged; to Steve it seemed I had 
appeared out of thin air.  Even more fun 
ensued once JB and Calvin figured out how 
to open the cabinet doors after they were 
closed; Steve was absolutely enthralled 
with the challenge of trying to keep us out 
of the cabinets and the kitchen. 

The second discovery was made by 
me one morning while Steve was napping 
upon the sofa in the family room.  As he 
was snoozing I made my way into the back 
room where I discovered one of the largest 
chew toys ever to be found.  The first thing I 
did was relay news of the discovery to 
Sparky, Calvin and JB all of whom joined me 
in the back room.  What was discovered 
happened to be the largest pile of cloth rags 
we had ever seen.  Any companion parrot 
knows that a busy beak is a happy beak and 
what could make you happier than a large 

mountain of chew toys.  They were 
discovered back in Steve’s bedroom on the 
floor at the foot of his bed, it was a pile that 
an enterprising parrot could chew, climb 
upon or burrow into.  We know Steve was 
elated that we had discovered this great toy 
because of his wail of delight and pleasure 
that resonated throughout the whole house 
upon his discovery of our handy work. 
                        Until next month 
                      Chirps and Squawks 
                                Pookie 
 

 

     
 
 

 
 

        BIRD 
   FAIR  
 Our annual bird 

fair is now going to be on Sunday June 
14th and will be at the same location as 
last year.  The location is VFW Post 345 
at 27345 Schoolcraft (I-96 service 
drive) Redford, MI 48239. 
We are not going to be able to set up 
for the fair the night before as we have 
in years past but we will be getting 
access to the hall about 6:00 AM.  The 
tentative plan is load a U-Haul® truck 
the evening before with Cages and 



- 6 - 

stuff at Steve’s house.  In the morning 
before the fair starts we will bring in all 
the cages, raffle items and supplies. 

We will need as much help as we 
can get at 6:00 AM to cover tables, 
price cages, run electricity and set up 
the raffle. Hopefully this will mostly be 
finished by 7:00 AM when the vendors 
will start arriving.  We need help 
holding doors open and assisting 
vendors move in at this time.  They 
really appreciate this; it’s something 
that rarely occurs for them at other 
fairs and keeps them coming back.  
During the fair we will need help at the 
admissions desk, assisting at the raffle, 
rescue tables.  Another time when help 
is needed is after the fair doing the 
clean-up. 

This is our rescue’s largest 
fundraiser of the year, so please; one 
and all come and make this fair the 
success of past years.  We have rented 
out a record number of tables this year 
with many first time vendors. Let’s 
show them what a dynamic group we 
are by assisting them in every way 
possible. 
 Come on out and lend a hand 
even if you haven’t signed up.  You 
don’t have to stay all day; any time you 
can help would be wonderful. 
 
 

  CAPTAINS CORNER 

Avast ye Mates                               
 

OK now I am really 
ticked-off I mean Captain 
Crabbypants was bad 
enough but molt out your 
longest tail feather and they 

give you a new even more embarrassing 
moniker.  He (my pet human) has started 
calling me Capt. Crabbypants Stubby Butt.  
This is beyond rude and totally uncalled for 
as far as I’m concerned, I would like to see 
him molt out his longest tail feather then I 
could call him something even worse (oh 
wait he has no tail feathers).  I could call 
him Sass, (that is short for Sasquatch) 
because all the hair on his head has migrated 
south.  In fact before any surgeries they have 
to get the heavy duty weed whacker out just 
to get through it. He just couldn’t leave well 
enough alone but no more stupid nicknames. 
Some have told me they are just terms of 
endearment, but guess what I am not a deer 
so just call me by my correct name, Is that 
so hard to do? I mean really grow up, please. 

 I am also tired of snow and frigid 
temperatures it’s so very cold we all have 
been spending a lot of time indoors so it can 
get pretty boring. Pookie and the whole 
Gray gang at Ranger Steve’s have come up 
with a fool proof way to not only cure his 
writers block but entertain themselves quite 
happily at the same time.  Pots and Pans 
make a wonderful amount of noise, but get 
Steve’s seek and find to see what is going on 
skills honed to a sharp edge. Pookie explains 
this better in her article.  Also T-shirts are a 
great way to show Ranger Steve how to 
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recycle.  Recycled toys (T-Shirts are the 
best) teach them some very valuable lessons 
about keeping them out of striking distance 
or they will end up rags. Pookie doesn’t 
realize it yet but she has given me a great 
idea, get ready for a hat destroying party we 
will find all he has bought and make threads 
out of all of them. It is only a matter of time 
and those hats WILL BE TOAST!!!!! 
                                                  Cheers 
                                         Captain Morgan 
 
 
 
 
 

                                        

 
 
 
 

CLUB T-SHIRTS 
 

Good news!  Tracy 
Hilka who is Bella 

Embroidery is now going to make our club 
shirts.  The price for t-shirts, including our 
logo embroidered on it, is $10.00 for sm. to 
Xl and $12.50 for 2xl to 5xl.  These are 
Gildan brand #8000 50/50 t-shirts, there are 
lots of colors. 

What you do is go to her website.  
 www.sportswearcollection.com/bellaemb 
Then type Gildan in the search box (this will 
put you on the Gildan page). 
Look down the page and find Gildan 
DryBlend 50/50 T-shirts #8000 
Click on the icon and this will open the page 
with all the colors and sizes. 
Choose your size and color(s) and add it to 
your Cart. 
On the cart page there is a place for 
comments when you place your order, in 
this box tell Tracy you would like your shirt 
embroidered with the  
Rainbow Feathers Bird Club Logo 
When she receives your order she will send 
you a PayPal ® invoice 
In a short time you will receive your new 
club shirt in the mail. 
 If you don’t have internet access or a 
PayPal ® account you can contact me, Steve 
Plafchan and we’ll figure out a solution to 
get you a shirt. 
 She has many items available (hats, 
tote bags, etc.) that she can put our logo on 
if you wish.  She has given us a catalog full 
of things you can order, all the prices are 
retail and she receives a wholesale price so  
you will have to talk to her about pricing. (IE 
prices will be less than what’s listed in the 
catalog.) 
 

 

     

http://www.sportswearcollection.com/bellaemb
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Minutes with 
Kermit 

       
(Secretary’s  
      Minutes) 
 

Hello everybody, my name is Kermit 
and I am a Noble Macaw (as if there is any 
other kind) and I would like to introduce 
myself.  I will be assuming the position of 
the new club secretary.  Yes, yes I am aware 
that the membership elected my mom 
(Kathe Cote) to the position but we all know 
who the person in charge is.  Hopefully you 
will be able to keep up on the latest news 
from the meetings in this column.  

We had a great February meeting 
many braved the chilly temps to come join 
in the fun. I know I had fun, I fooled my 
human into thinking I could not fly till I was 
there before the meeting I flew off the perch. 
Silly human, she still had Steve and Tammy 
clip my wings. Dave started the meeting 
with general information about the January 
meeting and the minutes we approved. The 
best part is we have a new member, his 
name is Jim Lamb. Welcome Jim to our 
flock when you see him at the next meeting. 
We discussed the old and new business 
together, Dave stated that the pet expo is set 
for this year and the dates are November 20 
– 22. We are going to have the 50 x50 space 
like last year so please plan now to join us 
for this event. The Ypsilanti Heritage Fest is 
having a conflict in dates so we do not have 
a date for that as of yet. I will let you know 
as soon as I get the information. Tammy 
wanted you to all be reminded that club dues 
are due now as well as name tags are ready, 

non were ordered this month but there will 
be new ones at the next meeting. Our annual 
bird fair is June 14th so please get a donation 
letter and help get items for raffle. We are 
known for our raffle and we can make this 
year the best yet if we start now. We were 
invited to the Garden City Flea Circus yes I 
said flea Circus for June 13th but we have to 
decline due to our Bird Fair and it is a crazy 
time for all of us. Please watch the Events 
calendar for upcoming events in your 
newsletter, Tammy has been busy with calls 
to do senior events. One of our little Human 
members Sophia is doing a Class project to 
help our club and she is collecting papers for 
the bottom of cages. Special tweet to her for 
her thoughtful ness.  
 We also have a Rescue Update that 
there are many birds in need of rescuing but 
we do not have enough foster homes. If you 
can take is a foster bird to hel, until we find 
homes for our friends please contact Dave or 
Steve.  We as well have birds that are in 
need of homes in the rescue please if you 
hear of anyone interested in getting a bird 
companion let them know adopting is the 
best way to do it.  
 This next part was the best all of us 
Flock birds; Steve and Tammy were doing 
nails and wings. Then one of macaws was 
showing Steve who is in charge.  Hope you 
can all plan on joining us for March 22 for 
the next meeting.   
                                  Kermit and Kathe  
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Received a phone call from a 
gentleman and I use the term loosely who 
wanted to adopt a bird from the rescue.  I 
asked him what kind and he said one of 
those Amazon type parrots then he 
proceeded to tell me he lost his previous 
Amazon, (he was not sure what kind) just 
recently.  I asked him what happened, I wish 
I didn’t. He told me that the bird got off his 
stand and went wondering around the floor 
but his 8 foot python had also gotten out of 
its aquarium and was on the loose as well.  
He heard a commotion going on but felt it 
was the bird making noise.  When he went 
into the living room he saw the snake and a 
lump in the snake’s body and saw a few 
feathers on the floor.  The bird was not on 
the stand anymore and not to be found 
anywhere in the house.  The snake had eaten 
the bird.  He did not seem too upset about 
the whole thing and wanted to get another 
parrot. I told him when he got rid of the 
snake I would think about it to which he 
flatly refused so no bird for him. His parting 
words were what he thought was funny, me, 
not so much, he said “well I’ll get the bird 
back eventually” (I think I’m going to be 
sick). They say it takes all kinds to make the 

world go round but some need their own 
planet! 

 

 

 
 
 
                      BITS from BABY 
 

Howdy Pilgrims, I 
don’t know how you 

Members feel about the deep 
freeze, but I’m ready for 
some warmer temperatures.  

We had a great 
meeting in February even 

with the crazy weather. There 
were fifty-five brave souls that showed 
up. There were forty-five members and 
ten guests and four joined our flock. 
Must be doing something right! Some of 
the feathered members stayed home 
where it was warm but twenty-seven 
made it to the meeting. There were eight 
Macaws, five African Grays, five 
Cockatoos and nine other types of 
Parrots. 

Hold on to your feathers guys for 
we are starting to get calls for our bird 
program already. The first one is on 
March 11th, two more in March, two in 
April and two in May so far. June 14th is 
our 18th Annual Rainbow Feathers Bird  
Fair. I’m sure this is just the beginning of 
our programs for this year. 

The meeting was light due to the 
weather but everyone there had a good 
time visiting friends and talking about 
their birds.  
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I hope to be at the next meeting so 
I can report first hand of the fun that 
goes on there. 

  
                            Till next month,  
                           your friend Baby 

 >< >< >< >< ><>< >< >< >< >< 
 
 

 
 
 

BIRTHDAY GREETINGS to: 
 

MARK MAKLENBURG                    APR. 2 
JEFF ROSENTHAL                            APR. 3 
SANDY MOSS                                APR. 4 
MATT DAVIS                                   APR. 6 
BARB ROSENTHAL                      APR. 8 
JELENA FONTANA                       APR. 9 
McKENNA LYNCH                         APR. 13 
ASHLEY IWANICKI                        APR. 17 
MARIE KEEHL                               APR. 17 
ROSEMARY MEDVE                    APR. 17 
CHERISH BOUGENOY                  APR. 20 
TAMMY CAROL                              APR. 20 
DANN TODD                                   APR. 20 
SCOTT TARR                                  APR. 23 
ALISON SAUVE                              APR. 24 
MARK GREENWOOD                    APR. 25 
CARINNE KORANY                        APR. 27 
ANDREW SULLIVAN                      APR. 27 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
      
   

   

  

 
                                            
              
   
 
 

This is a tale of woe it is does not 
have a happy ending but it tells the tale of 
how important diet is for a parrot.  The 
Rangers got the call to go to a city called 
Woodhaven, (And it is not truly a wood 
haven just called that, I don’t name them).  
There they would encounter a Congo 
African Grey named Gracie. In appearance 
she looked pretty good and was fully 
feathered but little did they know underneath 
her beautiful exterior lurked the quiet killer 
of many birds.  When they were given the 
food it was the usual parrot mix bought at 
many pet stores, Sunflower, Safflower seeds 
and Peanuts high in fat low in nutrition but 
the staple unfortunately in many parrot diets. 
She had been on this all her life and it was a 
young one about 8 years.  At ranger Steve’s 
house he noticed she seemed to be not acting 
like a usual Grey a little more lethargic than 
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anyone would like to see but she had just 
been moved so it could just be stress. Just 
before her vet visit the unthinkable 
happened Gracie was found dead on the 
bottom of her cage.  So it was off to the vet 
not for a birdie check-up but a necropsy.  
Gracie died of fatty liver disease. All the 
years on that high fat low nutrition diet had 
taken its toll and severely shortened her life 
both of the Rangers felt horrible but the 
damage was done long before she even 
came to their care. So let this be a lesson to 
us all diet is so very important know what 
dietary needs your particular bird needs. Do 
this to insure a long and happy life for your 
feathered charges. They will keep 
championing the proper diet for parrots and 
keep rescuing those parrots in need for they 
are the RESCUE RANGERS!!!!! 

Ranger Steve asked two avian vets 
about Gracie’s sudden passing and was 
given the same answer by both.  A parrot 
that has been on an unhealthy high fat diet 
for many years may appear to be healthy but 
the stress of being moved to a strange 
environment can cause this condition to 
manifest itself without warning.  This is yet 
another reason your companion parrot 
should be on a healthy diet.  If you have to 
board your bird in the case of an emergency 
or vacation the stress and shock of being 
moved and it is on an unhealthy diet, the 
result of good intentions could be 
catastrophic. 
 
Sit, Stay for our next exciting and slightly strange 
adventure The Pigeon with the feathery Feet! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PONDERIN’ WITH PACKO 
 

 
Welcome friends.  

My name is Packo.  I’m 
new here.  Michael 
adopted me about a 
month ago.  I’m a Severe 

Macaw.  I’m a boy. We think I’m about 23 -
25 years old.  Nobody is sure about this.  My 
last owner had me for 22 years. 

I’m very happy in my new home.  My 
brother Rambo is very nice to me, though he 
is a bit loud, at times. He insists on being on 
Michael all the time.  Michael treats me very 
good. He gives me treats all the time. My 
favorite is pistachios.  He knows a little 
about me.  He knows I don’t like being 
covered at night. He just makes the room 
dark.  We live in a little house (so says 
Michael. My cage is nice and big.), with this 
lady.  She is nice to me.  She will not hand 
me treats.  She is afraid of my big beak. I 
don’t bite.  She does talk to me many times 
a day.  I like that.  I will not be attending 
your meeting for a while. I’m still a little 
shy. The first time I went to your meeting I 
was scared.  There was too much noise, and 
all those people.  However, I had just moved 
from one foster home to another 2 days 
before (I had already been quarantined for 
30 days).  I had never been around strangers 
before. 

At the time I’m writing this, I have 
not let Michael pick me up yet.  When I let 
Michael pick me up, I’ll come to one of your 
Senior Educational Shows.  There will be 
less noise there. I had never seen so many 
other birds, or people, before. 

Since I’ve lived with Michael, and 
Rambo, I have learned some new words, and 
tricks.  I learned Rambo’s name, and he 



- 12 - 

learned mine, the first week I lived with 
him. 
Well, that is all for now.  I’m sure we will 
eventually become good friends.  Now I 
need to get back to eating.  I’m starving.   
                 Michael tells me 
                           Macaws Rule. 
                              I agree, naturally.  
                                          Packo. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

      Rambling with 
Rambo  

Well, friends, it has 
finally happened.  After 6 
years I now have a 

playmate.  Michael has been promising me a 
Big Brother for a long time.  He was waiting 
to find the right one.  He found the perfect 
friend.  A boy Severe Macaw. 

Yes his name is Packo.  We are about 
the same age.  Nobody is exactly sure about 
Packo’s age.   He is very nice.  He barks like 
a dog.  He also talks like that funny duck on 
TV.  He says “Aflac”.  He likes that word.  
Ok, we are all a little strange. 

My new brother is nice.  He is nice to 
everyone here.  Good thing he is nice to 
Mommy.  That way she likes him, and talks 
nice to him. 

Every afternoon, Daddy takes a nap.  
For the first hour, he has me rest in my cage 
while covered.  Ok, I usually tell him its 
naptime.  I want to go first. 

Packo does not like to be covered.  
After an hour, Michael brings me into his 

room with Packo.  We both sit quietly, on 
our perches, while Daddy rests for a little 
longer. 

The only weird thing about Packo is 
this.  He is way too quiet for a Macaw.  
When he does let loose, he is LOUD.  Most 
of the time, he plays quietly by himself.  He 
has taught me to eat more fruits.  Since 
Packo likes fruit, Michael gives me them 
also.  But Packo likes pistachios.  No thanks.  
Those things are yucky.  Come on now, 
Green nuts.  He must be nuts to eat them 
things. 

Other than this excitement things have 
been pretty boring around here.  I did get to 
go visit the girls at the bank.  I met a new 
girl.  She was very pretty. I looked up at her 
and said, “I love you.” Everyone was 
surprised. 

Them Michael took me shopping at 
Southland Mall.  That was fun.  The girl in 
the jewelry store tried to get Daddy to buy 
me a Diamond Necklace.  I would be the 
most stylish bird there ever was.  He said, 
“No.”  WELL.  Then we went down to Taco 
Bell. Yummy, I love the soft taco shells, 
with that ‘Fire sauce’.  Oh yeah, before the 
mall, we went to Home Depot.  Daddy held 
me up to his friend Dana, for a picture.  She 
is so pretty, I jumped onto her shoulder.  She 
freaked out, when I crawled up onto her 
head to preen her beautiful hair.   

Well friends, as usual I could ramble 
on for hours.  I better close for now. 
As always, Try to Be Good, Have Fun, and 
remember Macaws Rule.  Rambo. 
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UP COMING 
EVENTS 

        As of 

     March 2nd 2015 
 
 
 
March 11th        Senior Show 
                        American House 
                        39201 Joy Road 
                       Westland, MI 48185 
                           5:30 PM Set-up 
                           6:30 PM Show   
 
March 14th     Society of Canary and Finch 
                                 Breeders 
                                 Bird Fair 
                     $3.00 Adm. 9AM to 4 PM 
                      Livonia Elks Lodge #2246 
                         31117 Plymouth Rd. 

Livonia, MI 48150  
***Our Club Has a Booth at This Event*** 
 
 
March 24th         Senior Show 
                 American House Westland 
                   Hunter Senior Living 
                      35700 Hunter Ave. 
                       Westland, MI 48185 
                           1:00 PM Set-up 
                           2:00 PM Show 
 
April 15th           Bird Show 
                       Arkay Center for 
                   Handicapped Adults Taylor  
                      25524 Goddard Rd. 
                      Taylor, MI 48180 
                      12:00 PM Set-up (noon) 
                      1:00 PM Show 
 

April 27th          Senior Show 
                     Caretel Inns of Brighton 
                       1014 East Grand River  
                       Brighton, MI 48116 
                           2:00 Set-up  
                           3:00 Show 
 
 
May 5th           Educational Show 
              AARP Meeting at Wayne County 
                          Community College 
                         in the Ray Mix Room 
                            21000 Northline 
                             Taylor, MI 48180 
                            11:30 AM   Set-up 
                            12:30 PM  Show 
 
May 12th            Senior Show 
                        Village Care Center 
                       22600 W. Main St. 
                      Armada, MI 48005 
                          1:00 PM set-up 
                          2:00 PM show 
 
June 14th      Rainbow Feathers Bird Club 
                      17th Annual Bird Fair 
                      $3.00 Adm. 10AM to 4PM 
                          VFW Post 345    
                      27345 Schoolcraft Rd. 
                          Redford, MI 48239    
                        10:00AM to 4:00PM 
 
 
July 22nd            Summer Camp Show 
                       Jewish Community Center 
                         15110 West 10 Mile Rd. 
                             Oak Park, MI 48237 
                                12:30PM Set-up 
                                 1:30PM Show 
 
****NOTE*****NOTE*****NOTE**** 
 There has been some confusion from 
the loyal readers of Bird Droppings as to 
which events they are allowed to bring their 
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own bird(s) to.  As a point of reference and 
for future information please we want 
everyone to be aware that when you see the 
line: 
 *****Our Club Has a Booth at This 
Event***** 
following or “Educational Show” preceding 
an event listing it means we are attending 
the event in an official capacity representing 
our club and rescue.  At these events all club 
members are welcomed to bring their 
feathered companions with them.  Also 
please note that our space is very limited at 
some of these events but don’t let this stop 
you from joining us, we will find a way for 
you and your birdie buddy to fit in and enjoy 
the fun. 
****NOTE*****NOTE*****NOTE**** 
 

*CANCELATION CONFUSION * 
 A few of our scheduled events have 
been canceled at the last minute by the 
group staging the event.  If you do not 
regularly participate in the shows but plan 
on attending please call Steve (734-513-
0030) to make sure the event is still a go.   
 
 
 
 

How to tell if 
your bird is                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 
sick 

By Don J. Harris, DVM 
Birds in the wild instinctively hide illness in an 

attempt to avoid predators that prey on sick or injured 
birds.  Pet birds are also just as effective in hiding illness 
as their wild counterparts, and it is up to bird owners to 
recognize subtle behavioral and physical signs that may 
indicate their birds are sick. 
Behavioral signs may include: 
• Sleeping later in the morning than usual 
• Sleeping more during the day 
• Irritability 
• Unusually compliant or passive 

• Sitting on the bottom of the cage 
• Picking at food and/or not eating at usual times 
• Eating less overall 
• Vocalizing less 
• A change in the voice or hoarseness 
• Different breathing pattern 
• Making unusual sounds when breathing 
Physical signs may include: 
• Coughing or sneezing 
• Discharge from nostrils (nares) 
• Matted eyes 
• Eyes are dull and closing excessively 
• Matted feathers on the face and head 
• Diarrhea 
• Black stools 
• A change in the white part of the droppings to another 
color such as red, yellow or green 
• Weight loss—can you feel or see the breastbone? 
• Unusual swellings, especially around the eyes 
• Irregular discoloration of the feathers 
• Feathers are “fluffed up” 
• Random or generalized loss of feathers 
• Scaling or crusting of skin 
• Increased temperature of feet or beak  
  Any of the signs listed above, or any other 
unusual signs, may indicate your bird is sick. You should 
take immediate action by making an appointment with 
your avian veterinarian. Waiting even one day to resolve 
the problem can jeopardize the long-term outcome of 
your bird’s health. 
        Article reproduced with permission  

from Zupreem®  
           Quality by Mother Nature 
Original Corn Bean Mix®: Noodles-n-Nuts® 
      Rainforest Rice Puddin®: Pollypasta® 
                       Kung Fu Yum® 
                              For Birds of  all Sizes 
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The Industry Pioneer of Quality                                                                                                                                                           
Broad Natural Low Fat Nutrition® 

All at a Cost Less than Seed 

Because Crazy Corn® expands and seed is 60% waste! 
We’ve made it easy to prevent the most common cause 
of bird death- malnutrition from a seed diet. Cook ahead 
monthly, freeze baggies, keep some in the fridge to 
serve instantly. Superior breeding, lustrous feathering. 

Self-weans chicks. Shining health. Generous chunky 
fruits, veggies, whole grains, exciting herbs, pastas, 
beans, legumes, melon seeds, nuts, and more! Ecstatic 
birds!                1-800-BIRD YUM 

in California (818) 503-4YUM. Fax (818) 765-4895 

SPECIAL BREEDER PRICING 
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NORTH BRANCH ANIMAL HOSPITAL 
17630 Twelve Mile Road * Southfield, MI 48076 

248-557-7773 
 
 

 
 

ROOSE ANIMAL HOSPITAL 
Kevin Roose, D.V.M. * Karen Knight, D.V.M. 

509 W. Ann Arbor Trail * Plymouth, MI 48170 
734-451-2870 

 
 
 
 

 
 

SPECIALTY PET SUPPLIES, INC. 
1449 W. Ann Arbor Road * Plymouth, MI 48170 

734-453-6930 
Fax:  734-453-7127 

M-F 10-7:30 * Sat 10-6 * Sun 12-4 
 
 
 
 

 
WARREN WOODS VETERINARY HOSPITAL 

29157 Schoenherr * Warren, MI 48314 
586-751-3350 

 
 
 

 
OAKLAND VETERINARY EMERGENCY GROUP 

1400 Telegraph Rd * Bloomfield Hills, MI 48302 
248-334-6877 

 
 
 
 

     Free discount card                                    Open 7-Days          
available to club members       Ask about our birdie day spa treatment 

 

DISCOUNT PET & SUPPLIES 
Specializing in Exotic Birds & Cages 

1623 Middlebelt Rd. Livonia, MI 48154 
734-513-6060 

http://www.discountpetbirdstore.com/ 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

FASHIONISTA WEAR 
Custom Handmade Clothing, Hair and Body  Jewelry 

Anything Parrot-ly 
Custom Parrot Accessories  

Cage Covers, Shoulder Capes 
 or anything else you might think of 

Text, Message or Call me and ask 
If I can make it I will 

                         Lanah Harris 
                         1- 734-502-3751              
 

 

BIRDMAMA’S BIRD SITTING 
SERVICE 

Are you going out of town or on vacation? Do you have a 
feathered friend that is staying at home? Susan can help you 

with your problem she will birdie sit your bird(s) at her house. 
For more information on rates and care specifics contact by 

phone or e-mail 
                       

Susan Dixon 
                       1-248-330-6938 
            susanhdixon@hotmail.com    
           

http://www.discountpetbirdstore.com/
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SOUTHGATE ANIMAL HOSPITAL 

Keith Cook, D.V.M. * Elieen Cook, D.V.M. 
13697 Dix-Toledo Rd* Southgate, MI 48195 

734-284-9122 
 

 
 

ANIMAL EMERGENCY CENTER 
24360 Novi Road * Novi, MI 48375 

248-348-1788 
265 E. 2nd St. * Rochester, MI 48307 

248-651-1788 
Both Locations are open 24 hours a Day 

7 Days a Week 
www.theanimalemergencycenter.com 

 
 
 

 

MUGSHOTS and MOUSE PADS 
Species specific coffee mugs, mouse pads and other parrot 

paraphernalia 
                         Cheryl Hitter 
                          734-422-2804 
             *Put your pet’s picture on a mug or mouse pad* 
 
 

 
 
 

    MURALS 
    AND OTHER 

 CREATIONS                  
 BY MARY KAY PERVA 
        734-207-0489 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

                         
 
  
 
 

 
 

 

 
Veterinary Care Specialists 

205 Rowe Road 
Milford, MI 48380 

248-684-0468 
Open 24 Hours A Day 7 Days A Week 

 
 

 

UV LIGHTING, HEATERS, VITIMINS AND 
OTHER SUPPLIES for your BIRDS, FISH and 

REPTILES 
 

VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT 

zoomed.com 
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Bird Droppings 
   

                                  
   

 
UPCOMING MEETING DATES: 
APRIL 26th –----Fourth Sunday 
MAY 17th  -------Third Sunday 
JUNE 14th   -------BIRD FAIR  
JUNE 28th -------Fourth Sunday 
 
RAINBOW FEATHERS BIRD CLUB 
Who we are and what we are about 
 Non Profit club with members throughout 

the tri-county area, single bird owners, or 
just thinking of getting a bird, families, 
breeders, exhibitors, all are welcome. 

 Support scholarships for avian vet students 
 Yearly Bird Fair 
 Club Library for members 
 Grooming available 
 Avian rescue/relocation programs 
 Monthly meetings with programs of interest 

to members. 
 Monthly newsletter 
 Periodic Service projects 
 Field Trips 
 Educational Programs upon request 
 Make-it-take-it workshops and more……. 
 
Come join us and have your feathers preened 
by other Pet Bird Enthusiasts 

Rainbow Feathers Bird Club Elected Officers: 
President – Dave Carol 734-422-5981 
 Email – sweettweeters@comcast.net  
Vice President – Steve Plafchan 734-513-0030 
 Email – splafchan@twmi.rr.com  
Secretary– Kathe Cote 313-728-2211 
 Email – Gardenfrog1967@yahoo.com 
Treasurer and Membership Secretary – 
 Tammy Carol 734-422-5981 
 Email – sweettweeters@comcast.net  
Board of Trustees –  
 Mary Perva 517-672-9528 
 Susan Dixon 248-330-6938 
            Email – susanhdixion@hotmail.com 
 Henry Jedrzejek-734-427-3187 
            Email- bigduke@comcast.net 

 
 

ALL HEALTHY AND CLIPPED BIRDS ARE ALWAYS 
WELCOME TO ACCOMPANY THEIR HUMAN 
COMPANIONS TO THE MONTHLY MEETINGS.  WE MEET 
AT THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH, 6443 MERRIMAN 
ROAD BETWEEN FORD AND WARREN IN GARDEN CITY.  
MEETINGS START AT 2:00 PM. 
 
Anyone interested in becoming a member please 
contact Tammy Carol @ 734-422-5981 or by e-mail 
sweettweeters@comcast.net  
 

mailto:sweettweeters@comcast.net
mailto:sweettweeters@comcast.net
mailto:bigduke@comcast.net
mailto:sweettweeters@comcast.net
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Steve Plafchan is now doing the newsletter.  All ads 
and articles will be due the 1st weekend of the 
month for publishing in the current month’s 
newsletter.  Please send all items to him at 11021 
Henry Ruff Livonia, MI 48150 or email to 
splafchan@twmi.rr.com 
 
Everyone is encouraged to submit articles for the 
newsletter – this is YOUR newsletter. 
 
Articles and/or pictures copied from other 
publications must be accompanied with written 
permission from original publication and author; this 
needs to be provided to the editor along with the 
article and/or picture. 
 
Editor reserves the right to approve and/or edit any 
articles submitted prior to publication. 
 
Ads will be run free for members having a one-time 
sale (baby birds, etc.).  Those wishing to run ads 
multiple times or for a business must purchase a 
business membership. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 Ask owner’s permission to handle/feed 

bird(s) and remember to return bird to the 
owner. 

 Wash hands prior/after bird handling. 
 When bringing companion birds to club 

meetings, only bring birds that you have had 
vet checked and in your possession for at 
least 30 days. 

 Clean up after yourself and your bird(s)  
before you leave. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

CLUB WELFARE 
. Please contact Jean Jedrzejek at 734-427-3187 or 
e-mail her at bigduke@comcast.net if you know of 
any club member who is in the hospital or has lost 
a loved one. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Monthly snack list 
We have decided to stop 

soliciting for snack volunteers for our 
meetings and make the format a 
potluck venue.  The reasoning for this 
is two fold; there have been very few 
members signing up for snacks and 
many members just bring dishes and 
deserts without signing up.  So from 
now on our meetings will be a potluck 
fair, YUM!!   
 
 

 
 

 
From the prez: 

 

Spring will it ever get 
here I am waiting for it but I can’t seem to 
find it anywhere.  It seems that Ole Man 
Winter is just hanging around just to annoy 
us. Well it’s working!  Enough of that, the 
March meeting was great so many people 
and the food was spectacular and it was just 
fun.  It is so nice to go to a meeting like this 

mailto:bigduke@comcast.net
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and truly feel no stress and be totally 
relaxed.  No drama and a true spirit of fun 
that prevails at our meetings.  To be able to 
joke around with someone and not have 
them take offense and then to give it right 
back and make us all laugh that is what it is 
supposed to be.  I love the fact that people 
feel comfortable enough to kid around with 
me at the meetings whether it be my shiny 
bald head or vertically challenged self it is 
good to laugh and I am glad we can do that.  
The most enjoyable thing is the feeling of 
belonging, I feel that at the meetings we all 
truly fit together and that makes it a safe 
place for all of us bird brains.  So let us 
continue this feeling of belonging and fun as 
we plow ahead into the coming event 
season.  I will always say this about you 
guys and I truly mean it YOU GUYS 
ROCK!!!!!!! 

                          Until Next Time 
                             Your Prez  
                                  Dave 
 

 
Voice of the Veep  
  Two months away!  Our 
annual bird fair is on 

Sunday June 14th.  I’m hoping 
all of you are as excited as I am.  The fair is 
at the same venue in Redford and we’re 
going to need as much assistance from all of 
you to make it a success.  In case anyone 
isn’t sure the address is: VFW Post 345, 
27345 Schoolcraft Road (I-96 service drive) 
Redford, MI 48239.   On Saturday, the night 
before the fair, at my house we will be 
loading a U-Haul ® truck with used cages, 
raffle prizes and anything else that needs to 

go to the hall.  We will probably be at my 
house about 5:00 pm to start the loading. 
The work starts at 6:00AM on Sunday when 
we have to unload the truck, set up for the 
raffle, cover tables, run extension cords, set-
up used cages and play stands and put lawn 
signs up around the neighborhood.  At 
7:00AM the real work starts because we 
have to start helping vendors bring in their 
wares and be on hand to help anyone who 
needs help.  One area of help that we fell 
short at last year was after the fair.  We lost 
all our help!  I know it’s a long day but 
please, we still need help after the fair 
helping vendors load and clearing out of the 
hall. 
 Oops, I did it again!  I know this 
sounds like the title to a bad country song 
but no, it’s in reference to me, my birds and 
their love of paper bags.  Pookie and JB love 
to play inside of and chew apart large brown 
grocery bags so I give them bags as toys.  I 
open them and put them on the kitchen floor 
so they can go inside them, chew holes in 
the bottoms and just basically have fun 
destroying them.  Well there was an open 
bag by the counter one day a few weeks 
back; when I came home I emptied my 
pockets and unbeknown to me my money 
clip fell off the counter into the bag.  
Needless to say the next time I saw the bag 
(and my money clip) it was chewed into 
what appeared to be thousands of itty bitty 
pieces.  The only parts of the bills 
unmolested was the portions under the clip, 
this was about the size of two postage 
stamps.   As I shooed JB and Pookie away 
from the large pile of brown paper and 
money shreds the two of them looked at me 
in such a way it seemed they were saying. 
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“Look at the awesome job we did, aren’t 
you proud.” 
 All I could do was take the bits and 
separate the money bits from the bag bits 
(which took about three hours), put the 
money bits in an envelope with a letter 
explaining what happened and how much I 
estimated was there.  Addressed the 
envelope to the Bureau of Engraving and 
Printing and mailed it off.  At this time I’m 
still waiting and hoping for a check from the 
Treasury Dept. reimbursing me for one of 
the most costly bird toys I’ve ever had! 

                           Your Veep 
                               Steve 
 

                                     
A Minute with 
Kermit 
(Secretary’s 
Report) 
 
 Hello 
Flock members 

and Human companions, March meeting 
was fantastic. The minutes and treasure 
report we read and approved. 
 We discussed the Heritage Festival 
and the dates are August 21-23, we would 
love to have all members who can come out 
and help please attend. Our booth is very 
busy and the extra help is appreciated. We 
have a new event on June 13th that we have 
never been to and it is the Garden City Flea 
Circus downtown Festival. It will take place 
on June 13 the day before our Bird Fair. It 
will be located on Middlebelt and Ford road. 

I will get the address for you in the next 
Newsletter. Did I happen to say that I was 
not happy Mrs. Tammy did not make her 
Mac and Cheese for the meeting, now this 
cannot happen in the Future it is the staple 
of the meetings. Ok back to the meeting 
sorry I just had to say that. We have 
donation letterss to get donations for the 
Bird fair available, we accept all donations 
except live animals. Please contact Tammy 
if you need one emailed to you or you can 
get them at the next meeting. 

Charles Dixon is making his bird 
stands that are for sale, all the money 
collected will be donated back to the club to 
make more stands. He is going to give one 
away to everyone who makes a donation at 
the Fair. Let’s support Charles and purchase 
one. Thank you, Charles for your support to 
our flock.  

We have more senior shows coming 
up and could really use the extra hands. If 
you do not want to bring your bird you don’t 
have to but help with handling the birds that 
are there would be appreciated as well.  
 We also had a very special guest 
come to the meeting and many members 
went outside to see this majestic Owl 
brought by a member.  
 One great thing is that the humans 
voted in six new members to the flock. 
WELCOME EVERYONE!!!!.  
Ok well that sums it up and we had a great 
meeting with great food and laughter. Please 
join is at the next meeting which is April 
26th SEE YOU THEN!!!!! 
                                        Kermit & Kathe 
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As you know we are 
approaching a very busy 
season of both outdoor and 
indoor events, the Ypsilanti 

Heritage Festival and the All American 
Family Pet Expo to name two of many 
events that we will be attending.  Along with 
doing these events comes something that we 
have become accustom to and that is 
drawing huge crowds.  With that being said 
there are certain rules that must be followed 
to insure that birds do not go missing and 
the owner does not have heart failure 
wondering where that bird is.  So I would 
like to pass on to you the rules of etiquette 
for doing high traffic events.   If you have 
someone else’s bird other than your own 
always follow these rules.  First let the 
owner of the bird know that you have that 
bird so they know where and who the bird is 
with.  Second stay within eyesight of the 
bird’s owner.  We love the fact that many of 
us can handle each other’s bird and it gives 
the owner peace of mind when they can see 
where their bird is.  Third and most 
important never ever hand a bird to someone 
and then walk away.  With the huge crowds 
we attract it would be very easy for someone 
to steal a bird if you take your eyes off of it 
for even a few seconds. Fourth, always take 
the bird back from the person you have 

handed it to and never let them hand it to 
someone else.  Finally, return the bird either 
back to the owner or its time out stand, if 
you put it on the stand let the owner know 
that you have done so.  This will help avoid 
the owner having panic attacks and keep 
everyone happy, relaxed and the event fun 
for all! 

                                              
Rambling with Rambo 
 

I waited until later in 
the month to write my 
column.  I wanted to see 
what was going to happen at 

the meeting first.  So let’s begin.   
The monthly meeting in March was lots of 
fun.  Even with the cold weather, we had a 
really good turnout.  The food was great, oh 
and so much of it this time.  Thank you 
everyone.  I’m so grateful for the pizza.  I 
usually don’t get any at home.  Michael said 
that chili was nowhere near as spicy as he 
expected.  He did go back for second 
helping. 
I had a wonderful time seeing some special 
friends.  There is one person I have not seen 
in a LONG, LONG time.  “Hello, where are 
you? We miss you.” 
Well, let’s move onto the rest of the month.  
I went to 2 shows this month.  Now the first 
was a real adventure.  It was way out some 
place we had never been.  Michael got really 
lost.  So he saw 2 guys in the park with their 
dogs.  He pulled in there.  “Daddy, you are 
on the bike path.”  He said, “We’ll only be a 
second.” 
“Um Daddy, there is a Blue car back where 
we came in.  Oh it the Sheriff.  He can help 
us find the show.” 
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This guy in the pretty brown outfit, with that 
shiny thing on his shirt said, “Sir, this 
insurance and registration is expired.” After 
calling someone, to see if Daddy is wanted 
for killing anyone, the sheriff said, “I’m 
going to let you off with a warning.  I could 
give you a ticket AND tow your car.”  
Thank you sir. 
Needless to say, we were late for the show. 
We were there for the Cockatoo part. 
The next show went much better.  We were 
there for part of the setup. 
During my part Michael had a funny story 
about Packo.  This is what happened before 
we left for the show. 
Michael wanted Packo to come with us.  So 
he went to get Packo.  Their conversation 
went like this:  Daddy, “Packo, step up.” 
Packo, “No.”  Daddy (in his irritated voice), 
“Packo, Step Up.”   Packo, “No.”  Daddy – 
now he is getting upset, not quite mad, “You 
brat.  I don’t have time. You can stay 
home.” 
Now is the really good part.  As Daddy was 
leaving the room, Packo starts laughing at 
him.  Well, it was really too funny for 
Daddy to get mad. 
The show went great. I was even nice 
around Tammy today.  For being good, 
Daddy took me to Taco Bell.  There we met 
a nice family.  The little girl loved me.  And 
after seeing our pictures, the mother asked 
for a card.  Then she turned to the girl.  She 
said, “Let’s ask your teacher if these people 
can bring the birds to your school.” 
Oh wow!  We might get to do another 
School Show.  Those are so fun. 

Oh my. I’m rambling on again 
                              As always, Have Fun, 
                          Be Good and Remember 
                                      Macaws Rule 
                                            Rambo 

 
 
 

PONDERIN’ WITH PACKO 
 

Well friends, 
feathered and un-feathered, 
I have settled in to my new 
home. NOW LET THE 
GAMES BEGIN.  The 
competition is on.  The 

competition between Rambo, and Myself, 
that is. 

So who can write the best monthly 
column? Who can make the most noise? I 
have that one nailed.  Who can eat the most?  
Pretty sure that will be Rambo. 
As I said, I have now settled into my new 
home.  This home is an exciting place.  
There is a nice big window I can look out all 
day.  We have a few squirrels that play on 
the roof over my room.   I always have to 
see if they are out front, or overhead. Then 
there is the neighborhood dogs, and cats.  
Someone is always running around.  You 
should see the reaction of those critters 
when I let loose with a good squawk. 
This new home is also peaceful at times.  
Every afternoon, we all take a nap.  That 
lady, my new mommy, wants to watch TV, 
in quiet.  Also, every night at bedtime 
Michael puts on some soft music for us.  
And, most of the time we share the same 
room; all three of us – myself, Michael, and 
Rambo.  We are all safe and comfy. 
My new daddy (Michael) is really good to 
me. I get lots of attention, and lots of treats.  
Even the lady here treats me good. The other 
day Michael was not home. Mommy had to 
put me in my house.  I went in when she 
came into the room. Even though I went in 
real good for her, she still gave me a 
Pistachio.  These are my favorite treats.  I’m 
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not sure about her yet.  She treats me well, 
and has never yelled at me.  But she is not 
my old mommy.  I really miss her. 
Michael keeps wishing the weather would 
get warm (I’m writing this in the middle of 
March).  He says I need to meet new people.  
He said we can start with meeting the people 
at the bank, and pet store.  These are safe 
places for me.  That first trip meeting all you 
Rainbow Feathers, was just TOO MUCH.  I 
had never been around so many birds, or 
people, ever.  That was scary.  
I must tell you about something I did.  
Daddy takes Rambo to all these places to 
meet new people.  There everyone brings a 
bird (or some bring many).  They tell stories 
about us, and show how smart we are.  
Michael wanted me to go with them to one 
of these.  I told him “No”.  I was happy right 
here.  When Michael told me to Step Up 
again, I said, “No” again.  I just laughed at 
him as he left.  Later Rambo told me 
Michael actually thought it was funny. 
Now, I need to think up a tag line to end my 
column with.  We’ll have to Ponder This 
One. 
                                                Packo. 
 
 
 
 
 
   

People never cease 
to amaze and confuse me 
plus the internet and well 
meaning friends don’t 
help. Sometimes it is just 

their own silly notions that leave us shaking 
our heads here are a few. 

On Gentleman wanted a female 
Cockatiel for his male because it seemed 
lonely since the female passed away. I 
suggested another male to reduce the 
possibility of accidental babies. He was 
horrified that I would suggest a male for his 
male he doesn’t support that lifestyle. I 
thought are you really telling me what I 
think you are telling me? They are birds 
after all. 

A woman had a Cockatiel that had 
laid eggs in the past and was told by a friend 
of hers that she should breed her bird once 
and she will not lay eggs anymore. So she 
wanted a male to do just that. I told her that 
it doesn’t work that way with birds and it 
was a bad idea. She called me back and told 
me she had talked to her friend and her 
friend said I was wrong also that her friend 
had been in breeding for years. So I asked 
what her friend bred and she told me 
Poodles. I told her dogs and birds do not 
breed the same and asked her when was the 
last time her bird had laid an egg, a year and 
a half ago she said. I then cited chickens can 
lay eggs without a male present and told her 
to leave well enough alone. I hope she did. 

Finally Steve and I had gotten the 
same call wanting ALL the birds in the 
rescue they did not care what kind they 
would take them all. When pressed for the 
reason why they wanted them all they would 
not give a straight answer so they were told 
by both Steve and I no way would we even 
consider doing that. When you know what 
froze over and I do not mean Michigan 
either would that happen. 
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These are the more recent request and 
I am sure not the last or the weirdest we will 
get! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

      Rescue update 
The rescue continued to 
have success on placing 
foster birds in new 
homes. This past month 

we placed a Cockatiel: Ringo, a Timneh 
African Grey: Ruby, a Sun Conure: Ellie 
Mae and a Congo African Grey, Pepper 

We also rescued a number of gently 
used cages which will be available at our 
bird fair in June.  If you are interested be 
sure to stop by “Honest Steve’s Used 
Cages” table at the fair 

 As is standard for our adopted birds 
they went to their new homes with cages, 
toys and food.  We are only able to do this 
because of you, our members. 
 We want to thank all of our club 
members for your generous participation 
in our monthly raffles and your donations 
of toys and food.  It is you, the members 
that enable us to send our rescued birds to 
their new adopted homes fully outfitted 
with cages, food, and toys.  Your 
generosity also allows us to pay for vet 
care if needed and have made our rescue 
the success that it is.  THANK YOU! THANK 
YOU!   
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 Attention Kroger 

Shoppers 
 
We received a note from 
Kroger that anyone in the 
club that signed up for the 

community rewards program must reenroll 4/1 
thru 5/1 for the May 1st start 
All members do need to re-enroll between 
April 1st 2015 and May 1st 2015 for the May 
1ststart of the program.   

• To re-enroll on-line they just simply go 
to www.krogercommunityrewards.com     

• click “sign in” 

• enter their email and password 

• click “enroll now”  

• put in the NPO number or part of the 
organizations name 

• check the correct group 

• click “enroll” 
Once completed they are then enrolled for the 
charity earnings during May 1st 2015 to April 
30th 2016.  
If someone re-enrolls after May 1st they will 
only earn from the day they enrolled until April 
30th 2016.  
If it is the first time a member is enrolling they 
will be prompted to register their Kroger card 
into the program.  
Anyone having an issue with their email 
address or password can call 1-800-
KROGERS for customer service. 
 
 
 
 

http://www.krogercommunityrewards.com/
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BIRTHDAY GREETINGS to: 
 

PAT GREENWOOD                         MAY 2 
ZAIDA MARIA PLAUD                     MAY 2 
SHARON MURPHY                         MAY 3 
JOSEPH FONTANA                         MAY 5 
MICHAEL GYARMATI                     MAY 5 
JIM KAMINSKI                                  MAY 11 
DAVE CAROL                                   MAY 13 
SUE GOUIN                                       MAY 13 
DALE DOMEIER                               MAY 15 
LANCE KNUDSON                           MAY 16 
JIM HAGER                                       MAY 17 
RITA REED                                      MAY 18 
RANDY BRATCHER                       MAY 20 
EMMA SCHOENFELNER                MAY 21 
BILL MEDLEN                                 MAY 23 
MICHELLE TODD                            MAY 25 
LANGE BOUGENOY                       MAY 30 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Out and About with 
Pookie 

 
It’s really awesome having such a kind and 
considerate companion human like Steve.  
He goes out of his way to provide all of us 

with great toys to chew upon and wonderful 
foraging opportunities.   
 One of the best toys that he provides 
for us is brown paper bags, all sizes from the 
large grocery store bag to smaller lunch type 
bags.  He takes the smaller bags and puts 
nuts and other treats inside of them, then 
places the bag on the floor by our cages or 
inside of our cages.  The bags rattle and 
clatter when shaken then once we chew 
open the sack, discovering the treats inside 
is an added bonus.  Larger grocery style 
bags are even better.  He opens these bags 
up and places them sideways on the floor by 
our cages or he places treats and toys in 
them.  When the bag is on its side we can 
walk inside of it and hide or us the mini cave 
to emerge from and attack Steve’s toes. 
 One day last month Steve elevated the 
paper bag concept to a new level!  The large 
grocery bag was placed on the kitchen floor 
underneath the opened dishwasher door 
(which concealed it) and inside the grocery 
bag he placed a packet of greenish clipped 
pressed cloth paper.  I don’t know where 
this stuff comes from but I do know that it is 
one of the greatest toys to chew upon.  As a 
general rule he keeps these toys tightly 
folded with a metal clip around them inside 
of his pants pockets or he places them upon 
the kitchen counter where only he can 
access them for pleasure.  Well, this was our 
lucky day not only did he give us this toy to 
chew on he placed the clipped wad inside of 
a brown bag under the dishwasher door.  JB 
and Calvin discovered the treasure first and 
by the time I joined the chew fest they had 
reduced the toy to half of its starting size.  
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Joining in I managed to reduce it into 
hundreds if little itty bitty beak sized bits 
which we scattered everywhere under the 
dishwasher door and inside the bag.  This 
paper cloth is amazing by the way it slices 
between our beaks, an enterprising parrot 
can reduce this stuff to bits smaller than a 
fingertip.  Steve was awed by what we 
accomplished; when he saw the little shreds 
of greenish paper on the floor and inside the 
bag he literally screamed with delight. We 
were all so proud standing off to one side 
watching him retrieve all the little bits and 
the clip, placing all of them in an envelope.  
Yes, he was so proud he collected all the 
parts of the greenish cloth paper and mailed 
them to his uncle, somebody he called Sam 
at the treasury department.  This Uncle Sam 
lives at a place called the Bureau of 
Engraving and Printing.  We just hope he 
enjoys our handy work as much as Steve 
does!    

 
                             Chirps and Squawks 
                                       Pookie 
 
 

Avast ye Mates                               

 

  CAPTIANS  

   CORNER 
 
 
 
Greetings Mate’s 
 

Well it seems that spring is here at 
least in theory.  The reason I know that is 
because we did our first program of the 
season a couple of weeks ago and we were a 
huge hit.  I cannot lie I like the way they 
ooooh and ahhhh over us and are totally 
blown away by our colors.  There is one 
thing that has J.B., Sparky and I just a bit 
ruffled and that is we are the stars and our 
pet humans get all the credit.  Seriously, it is 
called a bird program for a reason not a 
human program they come to see us not 
them.  Would you honestly believe that our 
pet humans Dave and Steve would elicit the 
response we get when we make our grand 
entrance, I hardly even think so.  Still they 
get all the credit and the hugs, (you think I 
didn’t notice my pet human getting one, 
really?).  This needs to change without us 
their programs would be nothing but hot air, 
(not to say they aren’t already).  In all 
fairness we are the stars they are just a 
needed accessory to our stunning beauty.  
Kind of like beauty and the beast and I don’t 
need to remind you who the beasts are, 
certainly not us.  So I propose we show them 
just who the real stars are J.B., Sparky and I 
plus the others are working on a plan to set 
things straight.  We will show them but it 
might have to wait until the time is right but 
until then.  

                                      Cheers  
                                     Captain Morgan 
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        BIRD 
   FAIR  
 Our annual bird 

fair is now going to be on Sunday June 
14th and will be at the same location as 
last year.  The location is VFW Post 345 
at 27345 Schoolcraft (I-96 service 
drive) Redford, MI 48239. 
We are not going to be able to set up 
for the fair the night before as we have 
in years past but we will be getting 
access to the hall about 6:00 AM.  The 
tentative plan is load a U-Haul® truck 
the evening before with Cages and 
stuff at Steve’s house.  In the morning 
before the fair starts we will bring in all 
the cages, raffle items and supplies. 

We will need as much help as we 
can get at 6:00 AM to cover tables, 
price cages, run electricity and set up 
the raffle. Hopefully this will mostly be 
finished by 7:00 AM when the vendors 
will start arriving.  We need help 
holding doors open and assisting 
vendors move in at this time.  They 
really appreciate this; it’s something 
that rarely occurs for them at other 
fairs and keeps them coming back.  
During the fair we will need help at the 

admissions desk, assisting at the raffle, 
rescue, and bake sale tables.  Another 
time when help is needed is after the 
fair doing the clean-up. 

This is our rescue’s largest 
fundraiser of the year, so please; one 
and all come and make this fair the 
success of past years.  We have rented 
out a record number of tables this year 
with many first time vendors. Let’s 
show them what a dynamic group we 
are by assisting them in every way 
possible. 
 Come on out and lend a hand 
even if you haven’t signed up.  You 
don’t have to stay all day; any time you 
can help would be wonderful. 

 
 

CLUB T-SHIRTS 
 

Good news!  Tracy 
Hilka who is Bella 

Embroidery is now going to make our club 
shirts.  The price for t-shirts, including our 
logo embroidered on it, is $10.00 for sm. to 
Xl and $12.50 for 2xl to 5xl.  These are 
Gildan brand #8000 50/50 t-shirts, there are 
lots of colors. 

What you do is go our website 
www.rfbirdclub.com  and click on the tab 
“RF GEAR”or to her website.  
 www.sportswearcollection.com/bellaemb 

http://www.rfbirdclub.com/
http://www.sportswearcollection.com/bellaemb
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Then type Gildan in the search box (this will 
put you on the Gildan page). 
Look down the page and find Gildan 
DryBlend 50/50 T-shirts #8000 
Click on the icon and this will open the page 
with all the colors and sizes. 
Choose your size and color(s) and add it to 
your Cart. 
On the cart page there is a place for 
comments when you place your order, in 
this box tell Tracy you would like your shirt 
embroidered with the  
Rainbow Feathers Bird Club Logo 
When she receives your order she will send 
you a PayPal ® invoice 
In a short time you will receive your new 
club shirt in the mail. 
 If you don’t have internet access or a 
PayPal ® account you can contact me, Steve 
Plafchan and we’ll figure out a solution to 
get you a shirt. 
 She has many items available (hats, 
tote bags, etc.) that she can put our logo on 
if you wish.  She has given us a catalog full 
of things you can order, all the prices are 
retail and she receives a wholesale price so  
you will have to talk to her about pricing. (IE 
prices will be less than what’s listed in the 
catalog.) 

 
       BITS from BABY 
 

Howdy Pilgrims, I was 
told that spring is around the 
corner, but which corner is it. 

If it does not come soon we will have to 
head south. 

The March meeting had a great 
turn out. There were fifty-nine members 
and eight guests and seven of them 
joined our flock. We must be doing 
something right to keep more and more 
folks joining ever month, you think! 

Now for the feathered member we 
had forty at the meeting this month. 
There were eight African Grays, eight 
Macaws, and seven Cockatoos. If I was 
there we could of made it a three way 
tie. The other types of Parrots came to 
seventeen. 

I finally made it to my first program 
in March and it was a hoot. We have 
five shows in the coming months and 
then there is our 18th Annual Rainbow 
Feathers Bird Fair the 14th of June. I’m 
sure there will be more programs 
coming up soon. 

I hope to be at the next meeting so 
I can report first hand of the fun that 
goes on there. 

  
God bless, till I see you all at the 

meeting, 
                                Your friend Baby 
>< >< >< >< ><>< >< >< >< ><><  
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Now the Rangers have been called 

upon to rescue many Parrots and Finches but 
this time it would be what can be called the 
bane of many statues and the resident of the 
overpasses.  It was a Pigeon.  This my 
friends was no ordinary Pigeon no not at all 
and before you get all carried away with this 
bird having magical properties or granting 
wishes you all should know what made this 
girl special.  It was her feet her feathery feet.  
Most birds feathers stop at the feet not this 
one; feathers covered the feet right down to 
the toes.  It was an odd sight for the Rangers 
to see for they had seen Pigeons but none 
like this.  What made Sherry (yes that was 
her name and no I don’t know if it was after 
the drink) even more amazing was the fact 
she lived indoors not outdoors like most 
pigeons.  That is why they took her.  Sherry 
was a beautiful graham cracker brown and 
white but it was those feet that made her 
stand out.  Now you might ask what did they 
do with a Pigeon?  Well there were club 
members that knew exactly what to do with 
her and what kind she was so she went to 
live with them.  What made her more 
amazing is she was hand tamed.  It was a 
rescue to remember and the only Pigeon 
they have ever done.  Still there were others 
that needed their assistance and they could 
not rest until they have completed their 
mission to keep rescuing bird until they are 
no longer needed (Which isn’t happening 
anytime soon) for they are THE RESCUE 
RANGERS!!!!!!! 
 

Stay tuned for our next exciting adventure A Mixed Flock in 
Lincoln Park! 
 
 

UP COMING 
EVENTS 
As of 

April 2nd  2015 
 
 
April 22nd            Bird Show 
                       Arkay Center for 
                   Handicapped Adults Taylor  
                      25524 Goddard Rd. 
                      Taylor, MI 48180 
                      12:00 PM Set-up (noon) 
                      1:00 PM Show 

****NOTE DATE CHANGED TO****  
****ONE WEEK LATER**** 

April 27th          Senior Show 
                     Caretel Inns of Brighton 
                       1014 East Grand River  
                       Brighton, MI 48116 
                           2:00 Set-up  
                           3:00 Show 
 
 
May 5th           Educational Show 
              AARP Meeting at Wayne County 
                          Community College 
                         in the Ray Mix Room 
                            21000 Northline 
                             Taylor, MI 48180 
                            11:30 AM   Set-up 
                            12:30 PM  Show 
 
 
May 12th            Senior Show 
                        Village Care Center 
                       22600 W. Main St. 
                      Armada, MI 48005 
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                          1:00 PM set-up 
                          2:00 PM show 
 
 
June 13th         Garden City Flea Circus 
                   Parking Lot at the Corner of 
                        Middlebelt & Ford Rd 
                  We will be there for a few hours 
                          Starting at 10 AM 
 
 
June 14th      Rainbow Feathers Bird Club 
                      18th Annual Bird Fair 
                      $3.00 Adm. 10AM to 4PM 
                          VFW Post 345    
                      27345 Schoolcraft Rd. 
                          Redford, MI 48239    
                        10:00AM to 4:00PM 
 
 
 
 
July 22nd            Summer Camp Show 
                       Jewish Community Center 
                         15110 West 10 Mile Rd. 
                             Oak Park, MI 48237 
                                12:30PM Set-up 
                                 1:30PM Show 
 
 
August 21st    Ypsilanti Heritage Festival 
August 22nd     Riverside Park 
August 23rd    Friday Noon- 830PM 
                        Saturday 10-8:30 PM 
                        Sunday    11-6 PM 
 
 
Oct 17th & 18th  
                                  Guardians for Animals 
                                   Pet Expo 
                              Madison Place 
                      876 Horace Brown Drive 
                   Madison Heights, MI  48071 
                Sat Times 10 AM to 5 PM 

                Sun Times 11 AM to 4 PM 
We hopefully will be setting up on Friday 
like last year 
 
 
PET EXPO 
Nov. 21st               Noon to 8pm 
Nov. 22nd               10am to 8pm 
Nov. 23rd               11am to 5pm 
            Suburban Collection Showplace 
                     46100 Grand River 
                       Novi, MI 48374 

We will be setting up on Thursday 
Nov. 20th most likely around 9:00 am.  
Please remember no birds will be allowed 
through the front door. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
***NOTE******NOTE******NOTE*** 
 There has been some confusion from 
the loyal readers of Bird Droppings as to 
which events they are allowed to bring their 
own bird(s) to.  As a point of reference and 
for future information please we want 
everyone to be aware that when you see the 
line: 
 *****Our Club Has a Booth at This 
Event***** 
following or “Educational Show” preceding 
an event listing it means we are attending 
the event in an official capacity representing 
our club and rescue.  At these events all club 
members are welcomed to bring their 
feathered companions with them.  Also 
please note that our space is very limited at 
some of these events but don’t let this stop 
you from joining us, we will find a way for 
you and your birdie buddy to fit in and enjoy 
the fun. 
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***NOTE******NOTE******NOTE*** 
 

*CANCELATION CONFUSION * 
 

 A few of our scheduled events have 
been canceled at the last minute by the 
group staging the event.  If you do not 
regularly participate in the shows but plan 
on attending please call Steve (734-513-
0030) to make sure the event is still a go.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
10 steps to a 

better 
relationship with your 

parrot 
 
By Liz Wilson,CVT 
 
 
1)  Ensure your companion bird is healthy by doing 
annual check-ups and routine diagnostics with your 
experienced avian veterinarian. Since birds hide 
the obvious signs of illness, allowing basic annual 
testing is critical to the early detection of medical 
problems. 
2)  Ensure your companion bird is consuming a 
good diet. This is critical to the proper 
functioning of its immune system and 
increases its potential for a healthy life, as well 
as eliminating nutrition-based problem 
behaviors, such as some cases of feather 
destruction 

3)  Ensure your companion bird lives in a 
sufficiently large cage, allowing it lots of room 
for exuberant wing-flapping exercise and 
energetic play; allow it daily out-of-cage time 
on play stations other than just the cage to 
minimize territorial behaviors. Encouraging 
healthy exercise can decrease problem 
behaviors like excessive screaming, since a 
tired parrot is a quiet parrot. 
4)  Establish controls with your parrot by 
lovingly teaching it to respond to the simple 
commands of Up and Down, and setting clear 
and consistent limits on its behavior. By 
teaching manners and setting boundaries, 
parrots can become better companions. 
5)  Give your parrot quality interaction daily, no 
matter how busy your life gets…even if for just 
10-15 minutes of one on one time. Psittacines 
are biologically wild animals, and won’t retain 
their “tameness” without daily contact with 
people  
6)  Make your companion bird a member of the 
family, since it is a flock animal and extremely  
social.  Single birds should not be housed in 
rooms by themselves. 
7)  Socialize your parrot to family and trusted 
friends, thereby teaching it to adapt to the 
society in which it lives. It should be 
comfortable interacting with and being handled 
by other people. Do not allow it to become 
over-bonded to one person. 
8)   Assure your companion bird gets adequate 
rest, with 10-12 hours of dark, uninterrupted 
sleep time nightly. Sleep deprivation often 
leads to problem behaviors like biting, 
excessive screaming and feather destruction. 
9)  Establish trust with your companion bird by teaching it 
that it is safe with you. Consistency is critical to establishing 
trust, as your parrot learns what to expect from you and 
what you expect from it. 
10)  Accept your parrot for what it is, not what 
you want it to be. No matter how well trained it 
is, a healthy parrot may still be noisy messy 
and destructive because it’s a parrot! 
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This article was funded by an educational grant 
from ZuPreem®, the makers of exceptional diets 
for extraordinary animals. ZuPreem® is 
committed to the advancement of knowledge 
regarding avian husbandry and nutrition. 
Working together, ZuPreem® and bird clubs 
with similar interests can support high-quality 
avian health in our worldwide community 
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NORTH BRANCH ANIMAL HOSPITAL 
17630 Twelve Mile Road * Southfield, MI 48076 

248-557-7773 
 
 

 
 

ROOSE ANIMAL HOSPITAL 
Kevin Roose, D.V.M. * Karen Knight, D.V.M. 

509 W. Ann Arbor Trail * Plymouth, MI 48170 
734-451-2870 

 
 
 
 

 

 
SPECIALTY PET SUPPLIES, INC. 

1449 W. Ann Arbor Road * Plymouth, MI 48170 
734-453-6930 

Fax:  734-453-7127 
M-F 10-7:30 * Sat 10-6 * Sun 12-4 

 
 
 
 

 
WARREN WOODS VETERINARY HOSPITAL 

29157 Schoenherr * Warren, MI 48314 
586-751-3350 

 
 
 

 
OAKLAND VETERINARY EMERGENCY GROUP 

1400 Telegraph Rd * Bloomfield Hills, MI 48302 
248-334-6877 

 
 
 
 

     Free discount card                                    Open 7-Days          
available to club members       Ask about our birdie day spa treatment 

 

DISCOUNT PET & SUPPLIES 
Specializing in Exotic Birds & Cages 

1623 Middlebelt Rd. Livonia, MI 48154 
734-513-6060 

http://www.discountpetbirdstore.com/ 
 
 

 
 

 

 

FASHIONISTA WEAR 
Custom Handmade Clothing, Hair and Body  Jewelry 

Anything Parrot-ly 
Custom Parrot Accessories  

Cage Covers, Shoulder Capes 
 or anything else you might think of 

Text, Message or Call me and ask 
If I can make it I will 

                         Lanah Harris 
                         1- 734-502-3751              
 

 

BIRDMAMA’S BIRD SITTING 
SERVICE 

Are you going out of town or on vacation? Do you have a 
feathered friend that is staying at home? Susan can help you 

with your problem she will birdie sit your bird(s) at her house. 
For more information on rates and care specifics contact by 

phone or e-mail 
                       

Susan Dixon 
                       1-248-330-6938 
            susanhdixon@hotmail.com    
           

http://www.discountpetbirdstore.com/
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SOUTHGATE ANIMAL HOSPITAL 

Keith Cook, D.V.M. * Elieen Cook, D.V.M. 
13697 Dix-Toledo Rd* Southgate, MI 48195 

734-284-9122 
 

 
 

ANIMAL EMERGENCY CENTER 
24360 Novi Road * Novi, MI 48375 

248-348-1788 
265 E. 2nd St. * Rochester, MI 48307 

248-651-1788 
Both Locations are open 24 hours a Day 

7 Days a Week 
www.theanimalemergencycenter.com 

 
 
 

 

MUGSHOTS and MOUSE PADS 
Species specific coffee mugs, mouse pads and other parrot 

paraphernalia 
                         Cheryl Hitter 
                          734-422-2804 
             *Put your pet’s picture on a mug or mouse pad* 
 
 

 
 
 

    MURALS 
    AND OTHER 

 CREATIONS                  
 BY MARY KAY PERVA 
        734-207-0489 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

                         
 
  
 
 

 
 

 

 
Veterinary Care Specialists 

205 Rowe Road 
Milford, MI 48380 

248-684-0468 
Open 24 Hours A Day 7 Days A Week 

 
 
 

UV LIGHTING, HEATERS, VITIMINS AND 
OTHER SUPPLIES for your BIRDS, FISH and 

REPTILES 
 

VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT 

zoomed.com 
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Bird Droppings 
   

       
 
 
 

UPCOMING MEETING 
DATES: 

MAY 17th –Third Sunday  
JUNE 14th  – Bird Fair 
JUNE 28th –Fourth Sunday 
JULY 26th – Fourth Sunday 
  
 
RAINBOW FEATHERS BIRD CLUB 
Who we are and what we are about 
 Non Profit club with members throughout the 

tri-county area, single bird owners, or just 
thinking of getting a bird, families, breeders, 
exhibitors, all are welcome. 

 Support scholarships for avian vet students 
 Yearly Bird Fair 
 Club Library for members 
 Grooming available 
 Avian rescue/relocation programs 
 Monthly meetings with programs of interest to 

members. 
 Monthly newsletter 
 Periodic Service projects 
 Field Trips 
 Educational Programs upon request 
 

 

Rainbow Feathers Bird Club Elected Officers: 
President – Dave Carol 734-422-5981 
 Email – sweettweeters@comcast.net  
Vice President – Steve Plafchan 734-513-0030 
 Email – splafchan@twmi.rr.com  
Secretary– Kathe Cote- 313-728-2211 
 Email – gardenfrog1967@yahoo.com 
Treasurer and Membership Secretary – 
 Tammy Carol 734-422-5981 
 Email – sweettweeters@comcast.net  
Board of Trustees –  
 Henry Jedrzejek-734-427-3187 
 Email- bigduke@comcast.net  
            Susan Dixon 248-330-6938 
 Email- susanhdixion@hotmail.com 
 Mary Perva - 517-672-9528 
 
 
ALL HEALTHY AND CLIPPED BIRDS ARE ALWAYS 
WELCOME TO ACCOMPANY THEIR HUMAN 
COMPANIONS TO THE MONTHLY MEETINGS.  WE MEET 
AT THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH, 6443 MERRIMAN 
ROAD BETWEEN FORD AND WARREN IN GARDEN CITY.  
MEETINGS START AT 2:00 PM. 
 
Anyone interested in becoming a member please 
contact Tammy Carol @ 734-422-5981 or by e-mail 
sweettweeters@comcast.net  
 

mailto:sweettweeters@comcast.net
mailto:sweettweeters@comcast.net
mailto:bigduke@comcast.net
mailto:sweettweeters@comcast.net
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Susan Dixon is now doing the newsletter.  All ads 
and articles will be due the 1st weekend of the 
month for publishing in the current month’s 
newsletter.  Please send all items to her at: 
susanhdixon@hotmail.com or 8529 Sandy Crest 
Drive, White Lake, MI 48386. 
 
Members are encouraged to submit interesting, 
bird-related articles to the newsletter for the benefit 
of our club members.  
 
Articles and/or pictures copied from other 
publications must be accompanied with written 
permission from original publication and author. 
This needs to be provided to the editor along with 
the article and/or picture. 
 
The editor reserves the right to approve and/or edit 
any articles submitted prior to publication. 
 
Ads will be run free for members having a one-time 
sale (baby birds, etc.).  Those wishing to run ads 
multiple times or for a business must purchase a 
business membership. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 Ask owner’s permission to handle/feed 

bird(s) and remember to return bird to the 
owner. 
 

 Wash hands prior/after bird handling. 
 

 When bringing companion birds to club 
meetings, only bring birds that you have had 
vet checked and in your possession for at 
least 30 days. 
 

 PLEASE CLEAN UP AFTER YOURSELF 
AND YOUR BIRD BEFORE YOU LEAVE. 

 

 

   

CLUB WELFARE 
 
. Please contact Jean Jedrzejek at 734-427-3187 or 
e-mail her at bigduke@comcast.net if you know of 
any club member who is in the hospital or has lost 
a loved one. 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

Monthly Potluck 
Early last year, we stopped soliciting 
volunteers to bring food to our meetings.  
Instead, it was agreed that the format be a 
potluck venue.  We ask that “Everyone”, 
please join in and contribute a main dish, 
veggie, salad, or dessert. Our meetings will 
be a potluck fair enjoyed by one and all.  
  
 
 
     
 
 
 
 

OVER THE RAINBOW BRIDGE 
 
Sadly it must be reported that Mary Perva’s 
Collie, Rain, crossed over the Rainbow 
Bridge last month.  Rain was rescued by 
Mary from a shelter many years ago and was 
a wonderful companion. You will be missed, 
Rain.  Run free and bark at the squirrels as 
much as you like on the far side of the 
bridge.  
 

mailto:susanhdixon@hotmail.com
mailto:bigduke@comcast.net
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From the Prez: 
  
As many of you know I have 
had one wing clipped. Actually, it was 
rotator cuff surgery.  I am doing a lot better, 
but I’ll still be in my wonderful sling when 
the fair rolls around. Soon the summer 
events will be bearing down on us.  Our bird 
fair is the starter event of the season.  We 
are going to be a sellout, but we’ll talk more 
about this at May’s meeting.  Speaking of 
meetings, this last one was a whole lot of 
fun…new members, great food and raffle. 
We even had an adoption and a failed foster. 
That made it even better.  It’s so much fun 
to come to a meeting and have no stress, 
tension or sniping at each other, in other 
words, no drama.  We have enough of it in 
our day to day lives, and we don’t need it at 
the meetings. Thankfully, there is none!  
With that said, it is getting close to bird fair 
time (next month). Once again, it looks like 
it will be a sellout. And, YIPPEE!...the 
freeway will be fully open this year.  So plan 
on being there at 6 AM for set up, covering 
tables, unloading cages, setting up the raffle 
and helping the vendors in; during the day 
for various things; and finally at the end to 
help the vendors load up after it is all over.  I 
never worry. You guys always come 
through. So here we go…the summer looks 
to be very busy and the fair starts it off in 
grand style.  Here’s to the best club 
members anywhere! You guys make this 
club so very much fun, and you make every 
event a success.  As always, YOU GUYS 
ROCK!!!!!!!! 

                                            Your Prez,  

                                                       Dave 

 

 
 Voice of the Veep  
 
   One month away!  Our 

annual bird fair is next 
month on Sunday, June 14th.  

I’m hoping all of you are as excited as I am.  
The fair is at the same venue in Redford, and 
we’re going to need much assistance from 
all of you to make it a success.  In case 
anyone isn’t sure, the address is: VFW Post 
345, 27345 Schoolcraft Road (I-96 service 
drive) Redford, MI 48239. At my house  on 
Saturday, the night before the fair, we will 
be loading a U-Haul ® truck with used 
cages, raffle prizes and anything else that 
needs to go to the hall.  We will probably be 
at my house about 5:00 pm to start the 
loading. The real work starts at 6:00AM on 
Sunday when we have to unload the truck, 
set up for the raffle, cover tables, run 
extension cords, set-up used cages and play 
stands, and put lawn signs up around the 
neighborhood.  At 7:00AM the real work 
starts because we have to start helping 
vendors bring in their wares and be on hand 
to help anyone who needs it. All the help we 
can muster is needed, especially on Sunday 
morning at the hall. So anyone that can lend 
a hand please plan on helping.  Last year 
after the fair we ran very short of help.  
There were only three members assisting 
with the clean-up and clearing out of the 
hall. So we will need additional help when 
the fair ends.  Our club has established a 
reputation of providing more assistance to 
the vendors than almost any other fair and 
that is a reputation we would like to keep 
and build upon in any way we can. 
                                           Your Veep,  
                                                        Steve 
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 BIRD FAIR 
  
Our annual bird fair is 
going to be on Sunday 
June 14th and will be at 

the same location as last year.  The address 
is VFW Post 345 at 27345 Schoolcraft (I-96 
service drive) Redford, MI 48239.   

We are not going to be able to set up 
for the fair the night before as we have in 
years past, but we will be getting access to 
the hall about 6:00 AM Sunday.  The 
tentative plan is load a U-Haul® truck the 
evening before with cages and stuff at 
Steve’s house.  In the morning before the 
fair starts we will bring in all the cages, 
raffle items and supplies. 

We will need as much help as we can 
get at 6:00 AM to cover tables, price cages, 
run electricity and set up the raffle. 
Hopefully, this will mostly be done by 7:00 
AM when the vendors will start arriving.  
We need help holding doors open and 
assisting vendors move in at this time.  They 
really appreciate this. It’s something that 
rarely occurs for them at other fairs and 
keeps them coming back.  During the fair 
we need help at the admission desk, 
assisting at the raffle and rescue tables.  
Another time when help is needed is after 
the fair doing the clean-up. 

This is our rescue’s largest fundraiser 
of the year. We have rented out a record 
number of tables this year with many first 
time vendors. Let’s show them what a 
dynamic group we are by assisting them in 
every way possible. 
 Come on out and lend a hand even if 
you haven’t signed up.  You don’t have to 
stay all day; any time you can help would be 
wonderful. 

 

CAPTAINS  

CORNER 

 
 

It seems that my pet human finally and truly 
knows what it is like to have a wing clipped.  
He supposedly did something to his shoulder 
and had to have it fixed by a human 
veterinarian.  I just have to roll my eyes 
Humans can be such klutz’s. It seems we 
have more than our fair share in the club.  I 
emailed Pookie on my Blackbirdie 5.0 as to 
my situation, and she replied that she was 
experiencing the same thing at her house.  
What is going on here? It must be that time 
of year for our pet humans to get a tune-up 
before summer.  I must say that their timing 
is way off, but after all, they are just human 
and can’t help it. If you ask me, it is just an 
excuse for my pet human to stay in his 
pajamas and watch TV.  Please stay away 
from the shopping channels and 
infomercials. We don’t need a No No hair 
remover! (On second thought, Mr. 
Sasquatch could probably use one. I would 
OK that.)   To make it look good, he is 
sporting this thing that looks like a medieval 
torture device. When he walked into our 
room, several of my roomies dropped one 
out of fear! (Nice going there, buddy!)  I 
have no idea how long he is going to be like 
this. He needs to man up and stop being a 
baby about it because summer’s coming, 
and he needs both wings to fly through the 
events.  Oh well, time will tell. 

Cheers 

Captain Morgan  
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Out and About        

        with Pookie   
                                          

(This article is a reprint from March 2014) 

 Spring time is finally here and the 
weather is warming up at last. The good 
part of this is I’m getting back outside and 
attending the club’s events again.  In case 
any of you were wondering, I have 
definitely not lost any of my charisma or 
ability to wow the crowds.  My unique 
looks, stemming from the alternative 
lifestyle that I live, is still a crowd pleaser.  (I 
am a feather picker and my personal motto 
is “life is good when you dare to be bare.”)  
The accolades and comments are just 
wonderful: she’s so cute; is that a baby; she 
looks so soft and snuggly…are just a small 
sampling of the comments I receive at the 
shows. 
 A problem that has definitely 
occurred and seems to occur every spring is 
with Steve, my companion human. Has he 
forgotten all of the obedience training he 
received last year?  Are all companion 
humans like this? Do all of them need re-
training every spring?  If you don’t know 
what I’m referring to I’ll tell you.  Every 
spring, after the weather warms up and we 
start going to shows and for rides in the car, 
Steve becomes obsessed with the 
misconception that he’s in control.  He has 
to be completely retrained. He seems to  
forget all the standard protocols, and worst 
of all, he thinks he’s in charge!  Can you 
imagine? 
 
 

 
 Maintaining superiority and control 
of your companion human is vitally 
important especially while riding in the car.  
The first time we went for a car ride this 
spring, we had to claim our riding perches: 
JB on top of the passenger seat, Sparky on 
the passenger seat perch, and I belong on 
Steve’s shoulder.  My position on the 
shoulder allows me to establish the 
dominance needed to help control Steve 
and his excesses.  When he pulls into a 
drive-thru and orders food, our positions 
make him much more willing to share his 
French fries and soda.  If he doesn’t 
willingly provide each of us with our own 
portions of the lunch, we are able to take 
action.  My position allows me to snatch 
food from his hand as he attempts to eat; 
Sparky and JB will rapidly move from their 
upper locations and snatch the bag of food 
or remove the lid and straw from his 
beverage container.  Our positions of 
dominance will compel him to share his 
lunch with all of us, and this sharing will 
reduce his intake and consumption of the 
unhealthy fast food. 
 So to all of my loyal readers I cannot 
stress strongly enough you must establish 
your dominance and authority quickly and 
firmly. Your companion human needs your 
help! 
                                                 Chirps and Squawks 

                                 Pookie 
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Well it seems that this next adventure would 
take them to the park, Lincoln Park to be 
exact, but it would be no walk in the park.  
They were called there to pick up quite a 
mixed flock consisting of 7 canaries, 2 
budgies and a parrotlet. This was an 
especially hard case because the house was 
in foreclosure.  Their desperate owner had 
exhausted all possibilities to place the birds 
and called the Rangers as a last resort.  Time 
was not on their side. They were down to 
mere days before they had to be out.   

The Rangers arrived, went inside and 
entered chaos.  Boxes packed with the 
contents of the house were everywhere.  
They were led to the basement and there sat 
the birds.  They started with the canaries and 
worked their way to the single parrotlet. 
With the grace of an Olympic figure skater, 
they caught the birds in record time.  The 
owner marveled at their skill and speed as 
each bird was caught and placed into their 
respective carriers.  Once the cages were 
loaded, with birds in hand, they were off.  

All the birds were quickly adopted 
and found their new forever homes.  It was a 
happy ending for some suddenly homeless 
birds.  The Rangers felt fortunate to be able 
to help these poor creatures out because 
many times realtors have entered houses to 
find that the pets were left behind. So this 
story had a happy outcome. Unfortunately, it 

is not a happy ending for all birds, but fear 
not good readers, the Rangers are here to 
save the day.  They will not stop until all  
birds find their forever homes for they are 
the RESCUE RANGERS!!!!! 
 
Stay glued to your mailbox for our next 
thrilling adventure “A Little Pepper in 
Canton”! 
 
 
   
                                                                                BITS from BABY 
 

Howdy all my feathered 
and non-feathered members! 
It’s spring time, I think.  At 
least that’s what the weather 

people are saying. The last few 
programs I attended did not feel like spring 
to me.  

The April meeting was great with 
fifty-nine members and six guests in 
attendance. The feathered members also 
made a great showing with ten cockatoos, 
nine African grays, eight macaws and 
sixteen other types of parrots, for a total of 
forty three birds. 

We have seven shows in the coming 
months. I’m sure there will be more 
scheduled soon. There is our 18th Annual 
Rainbow Feathers Bird Fair on the 14th of 
June.  Two of the others are three day 
events. The Ypsilanti Heritage Festival is an 
outdoor event in August, and in November, 
The Greatest Show on Earth, the Novi Pet 
Expo. That’s the one I like to do the best. 

I hope to be at the next meeting so I 
can report first hand on the fun that goes on 
there. 
           God bless, till we meet again, 
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              Your friend Baby 
>< >< >< >< ><>< >< >< >< 

 
       Rescue update 
 
 There were five adoptions 
last month; Borris, a Green 
Cheek Conure; Sunny, an 

Orange Wing Amazon; Boo, a blue quaker; 
Bebe and Pepper both Congo African Greys.  
All these birds went to their new, forever 
homes with food, cages and toys thanks to 
you, our generous members. Your donations  
and support of our monthly raffles enable us 
to do this. 

We are in need of members who are 
willing to foster rescued birds.  The duties of 
a foster parent are four fold.  You must be 
able to quarantine the rescued bird from 
your own flock (in case the rescued bird has 
an illness that it could pass to your own 
birds).  You have to convert the rescued bird 
to a healthy (pelleted) diet along with fruits 
and veggies.  You have to be willing to take 
the bird to the rescue vet (Roose Animal 
Hospital). The vet bills and pellets will be 
paid for by the club’s rescue.  When the time 
comes that the bird is ready for adoption you 
may have to have the prospective new 
owners come to your home to meet the bird 
and see how they interact with it.  A portion 
of the decision as to whether the bird is 
going to the correct home will be up to the 
foster home.  This is because you will have 
the best judgment of the bird’s personality 
and how it interacts with people.    

We would like to extend a great big 
thank you to all of our club members for 
their support at the monthly club raffles and 
for the donations of food and toys.  It is your 
participation that funds our rescue and 
allows us to send the adopted birds to their 

new homes with cages, toys and food.  Our 
rescue could not do this without you. 

 

KUDDOS and a great big THANK YOU 
to everyone. 

WHAT WAS THAT?  

We get many phone calls and requests for 
birds that could possibly come into the 
rescue or need to be rescued, but I doubt 
we’ll see any of these…. 

A gentleman needed to turn in a Double 
Yellow Crested Amazon. 

At the pet expo one year a woman was 
looking for a Blue Headed Penisous.  

Several people have requested a Berretta 
Bird. 

Some simply wanted to adopt a parrot bird. 

One Michigan fan wanted a Michigan 
colored parrot. 

We have had several requests for a “Fruit 
Loops Bird”. 

How about a Macow, Cockatool or a 
Canoer.  

If you see a white bird with a yellow thingy 
on its head let us know. 

My absolute favorite: “I need a quiet, large 
parrot.” If there is such a thing, please let me 
know! 

Yes, these have been actual requests, and 
with the summer and fall events coming up, 
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who knows what someone will ask for. You 
can bet there will be some really good ones! 

 
Bird Center of Washtenaw 

County 
Wild Birds and Waterfowl Rescue 
 
 The Bird Center is a 501(c) (3) non-
profit wild bird rescue.  If you are contacted 
by anyone or have found a Songbird or 
Water Fowl that is need of rescue, please 
refer or contact the Bird Center.  They have 
provided us with contact numbers. 
 
Bird Center (Songbirds) 734- 761-9640 
Mallard Marsh (Water Fowl) 734-482-8187 
  

What to do when a bird needs help: 
 

 Fledgling birds should be left alone. 
The parents are near and will take care of it. 
 If a baby has little or no feathers 
return it to the nest if possible. 
 Baby ducks, geese and swans walking 
with parents should be left alone. 
 If you have an injured bird of any 
type please contact the Bird Center or 
Mallard Marsh at the phone numbers listed 
above for instructions.  Proper food, care 
and handling are critical for the survival of 
an injured bird.  The Bird Center will advise 
you on what to do and how to proceed.  
Some birds, such as hawks, owls, herons, 
cranes and geese can cause injury to you 
even though you have the best of intentions. 
 More information is available at their 
website:  www.birdcenterwashtenaw.org  

 
Bird Center of Washtenaw County 

2229 Needham 

Ann Arbor, MI 48104 
 
 
 

 
 

BIRTHDAY GREETINGS to: 
 
BRENT BEAVERS                           JUNE 1 
JANIE LYNCH                                  JUNE 2 
MIA LYNCH                                     JUNE 5 
JESSICA GREENWOOD                  JUNE 7 
MICKEY KRAFT                              JUNE 9 
SHANNON SCHRIEFER                  JUNE 15 
CINDEE ROSENTHAL                     JUNE 23 
JASON MILLER                                JUNE 25 
JILL DOMEIER                                 JUNE 28 
CARA WARD                                    JUNE 29 
 
 
 
 
 

 

http://www.birdcenterwashtenaw.org/
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      Rambling With Rambo  
 
The April RFBC meeting was good and had 
a good turnout, LOTS OF FOOD and many 
birds.  A few humans that haven’t been there 
in a while, showed up.  In bird attendance, it 
was pretty close between the Macaws (the 
superior species) and Cockatoos. 

My, oh my!  What is it with you 
humans? So many of you are having 
surgery!  All we can do is hope you get well 
soon.  Around here there is not much going 
on.  Packo and I are getting along real well. 
We hang out together with Daddy most of 
the time.  We watch TV together, and I’m 
usually eating when we’re hanging out.  
Packo is not much of an eater.  I guess that’s 
not his thing.  I love to eat and would eat all 
day if I could. 

Everyday Daddy makes us take a nap, 
or “Have a lie down”.  I usually go to my 
house. Daddy covers me because of all the 
light in that room, and he closes the shades. 
After an hour he brings me in there with 
Packo.  We don’t actually play together, but 
we are good with each other. We never 
squawk and argue, but we do call to each 
other. 

There is one thing that has me miffed.  
Every morning Daddy wakes up Packo first.  
Can you believe that?  He makes me wait 
until after waking Packo, then he brings in 
the newspaper. How insulting!  After all, 
I’m the one that calls everyone in the 
morning.  I know when Michael is awake. I 
let out the morning “Let’s eat” call. At least 
he feeds me first.  

 

 
 
I went to a couple of Educational 

Shows in April.  These were really good.  
There was a nice turnout of people and 
birds.  At one of these, Steve, JB, Sparky 
and Pookie were not there.  Luckily, Cracker 
Bird and Sunny were there.  So Brent was 
able to demonstrate how dusty those African 
Grays are. 
The weather has FINALY gotten warm. 
Now I get to go outside and Michael will 
take me for walks around the neighborhood.  
Well, that’s all for now. Have fun. Be Good. 
And Remember…. Macaws Rule.   
 
Pondering with Packo 
 
Life is good around here.  Everyone lets me 
do my own thing.  I mostly play in my 
house, or hang out on top of it. I also sit on 
my house door, and look out the window.   

I like the food Daddy gives me, 
especially those bird balls, the Garden 
Veggie Nutra-Berries. I just can’t get into 
those green things called vegetables.  He 
gives me lots of treats.  I really like 
pistachios. Rambo can’t stand them. Good! 
More for me!  Michael said he has looked 
everywhere for unsalted ones and finally 
found them at this place called Nuts.com. 

I still haven’t let Daddy pick me up, 
so he hasn’t taken me anywhere.  I hear 
Rambo gets to go on adventures.  He gets to 
go to the bank.  Does he get to play with the 
money?  Rambo told me he gets to go with 
Michael to some place called The Mall, and 
visit restaurants – places with FOOD.  Can 
you believe it? They visit Subway and Taco 
Bell.  I better get real friendly soon.  I want 
to go for Tacos.  I better stop for now. 
                                                          Packo  
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UP COMING  
EVENTS 
As of 

May 5th 2015 
 

May 5th         Rescheduled to Oct 6th  
                       Educational Show 
              AARP Meeting at Wayne County 
                          Community College 
                         in the Ray Mix Room 
                    Rescheduled to Oct 6th  
 
May 12th            Senior Show 
                        Village Care Center 
                       22600 W. Main St. 
                      Armada, MI 48005 
                          1:00 PM set-up 
                          2:00 PM show 
 
June 13th         Garden City Flea Circus 
                   Parking Lot at the Corner of 
                        Middlebelt & Ford Rd 
                  We will be there for a few hours 
                          Starting at 10 AM 
 
June 14th      Rainbow Feathers Bird Club 
                      17th Annual Bird Fair 
                      $3.00 Adm. 10AM to 4PM 
                          VFW Post 345    
                      27345 Schoolcraft Rd. 
                          Redford, MI 48239    
                        10:00AM to 4:00PM 
 
July 14th         Education Program 
               River Rouge Public Library 
                              221 Burke 

                      River Rouge, MI 48218 
                          2:00 PM set-up 
                          3:00 PM show 
 
July 22nd            Summer Camp Show 
                       Jewish Community Center 
                         15110 West 10 Mile Rd. 
                             Oak Park, MI 48237 
                                12:30PM Set-up 
                                 1:30PM Show 
 
July 24th             Senior Show 
                   American House Stone 
                       3741 South Adams 
                  Rochester Hills, MI 48309 
                          12:30 PM set-up 
                            1:30 PM show 
 
August 21st    Ypsilanti Heritage Festival 
August 22nd     Riverside Park 
August 23rd     Friday Noon- 830PM 
                        Saturday 10-8:30 PM 
                        Sunday    11-6 PM 
 
Oct 6th           Educational Show 
              AARP Meeting at Wayne County 
                          Community College 
                         in the Ray Mix Room 
                            21000 Northline 
                             Taylor, MI 48180 
                            11:30 AM   Set-up 
                            12:30 PM  Show 
 
Oct 17th & 18th  
                                  Guardians for Animals 
                                   Pet Expo 
                              Madison Place 
                      876 Horace Brown Drive 
                   Madison Heights, MI  48071 
                Sat Times 10 AM to 5 PM 
                Sun Times 11 AM to 4 PM 
We hopefully will be setting up on Friday 
like last year 
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PET EXPO 
Nov. 20th                Noon to 8pm 
Nov. 21st                10am to 8pm 
Nov. 22nd                11am to 5pm 
            Suburban Collection Showplace 
                     46100 Grand River 
                       Novi, MI 48374 

We will be setting up on Thursday 
Nov. 19th most likely around 9:00 am.  
Please remember no birds will be allowed 
through the front door. 
 
****NOTE*****NOTE*****NOTE**** 
 There has been some confusion from 
the loyal readers of Bird Droppings as to 
which events they are allowed to bring their 
own bird(s) to.  As a point of reference and 
for future information, we want everyone to 
be aware that when you see the line 
following the event listed: 
 ***Our Club Has a Booth at This Event*** 
or “Educational Show” preceding an event 
listing, it means we are attending the event 
in an official capacity representing our club 
and rescue.  At these events all club 
members are welcomed to bring their 
feathered companions with them.  Also 
please note that our space is very limited at 
some of these events but don’t let this stop 
you from joining us, we will find a way for 
you and your birdie buddy to fit in and enjoy 
the fun. 
 

 
Select the right bird 
for you and your 
family 

 
 By Don J. Harris, DVM 
 

Exotic birds can be delightful 
pets—just ask any of the millions of 
companion bird owners throughout 
the world who enjoy a rewarding and 

satisfying relationship with their feathered friends.  
Creating a long-lasting positive relationship with 
your bird may be the result of  

Choosing the right bird for you and your 
family in the beginning.  This crucial first step is part 
of being a responsible pet owner, but it is often 
overlooked in the rush to acquire a new bird. 
Identifying what characteristics you want in a bird, 
and researching different species and their 
characteristics can go a long ways in helping 
establish a long and happy relationship.  Rarely will 
one bird fit more than a few of the desired 
characteristics.  You may acquire a bird and expect 
it to speak, only to eventually realize this particular 
species never talks. Others may discover that a 
large colorful macaw is also a large intolerably 
noisy creature.  Many potential owners have 
expectations that cannot possibly be fulfilled by the 
species they choose.  The best way to obtain the 
“perfect” pet is to first determine which  
Low maintenance 
Amazon and smaller 
Cleanliness 
Most smaller species 
Some bird owners may want to avoid certain 
“unpopular” characteristics like those listed below. 
Others may not see these same characteristics as 
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undesirable. It’s up to bird owners to weigh all 
characteristics of a species or an individual bird to 
make the best decision. 
Loud 
Macaws, Cockatoos 
Messy 
Macaws, Mynahs, Toucans 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Aggressive 
Female Eclectus, Male Amazons 
In the end, individuals interested in owning a bird 
should first decide what they expect from a pet bird. 
 
Once this question is answered, an appropriate 
species can be identified and researched. Only 
then can the potential for a long and mutually 
beneficial relationship be realized. 

This article was reprinted with permission from Zupreem® 
 
 

!!! NEWSLETTER DELIVERY CHANGES!!! 

 Any members that would like to 
receive their newsletter via e-mail instead 
of snail mail please e-mail Tammy or Steve 
your name and e-mail address so we can 
update our list of e-mail addresses prior to 
the next mailing.  Send your e-mail address 
to sweettweeters@comcast.net and 
splafchan@twmi.rr.com  please remember 
to keep it updated if you change it. 
 We know there are some members 
that don’t have a computer or don’t have 
an e-mail address; we will continue to send 
all of you your monthly newsletter via snail 
mail (US Postal Service). 
 Veterinary offices and other special 
recipients will also continue to receive a 
printed copy of our monthly newsletter. 

DON’T FORGET TO UPDATE! 

 
 
                              For Birds of all Sizes 

 
The Industry Pioneer of Quality                                                                                                                                                           

Broad Natural Low Fat Nutrition® 

All at a Cost Less than Seed 

Because Crazy Corn® expands and seed is 60% waste! 
We’ve made it easy to prevent the most common cause 
of bird death- malnutrition from a seed diet. Cook ahead 
monthly, freeze baggies, keep some in the fridge to 
serve instantly. Superior breeding, lustrous feathering. 
Self-weans chicks. Shining health. Generous chunky 
fruits, veggies, whole grains, exciting herbs, pastas, 
beans, legumes, melon seeds, nuts, and more! Ecstatic 
birds!                1-800-BIRD YUM 

in California (818) 503-4YUM. Fax (818) 765-4895 

SPECIAL BREEDER PRICING 
 

 

mailto:sweettweeters@comcast.net
mailto:splafchan@twmi.rr.com
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     Free discount card                                    Open 7-Days          
available to club members       Ask about our birdie day spa treatment 

 

DISCOUNT PET & SUPPLIES 
Specializing in Exotic Birds & Cages 

1623 Middlebelt Rd. Livonia, MI 48154 
734-513-6060 

http://www.discountpetbirdstore.com/ 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
ROOSE ANIMAL HOSPITAL 

Kevin Roose, D.V.M. * Karen Knight, D.V.M. 
509 W. Ann Arbor Trail * Plymouth, MI 48170 

734-451-2870 
 

 
 

 
WARREN WOODS VETERINARY HOSPITAL 

29157 Schoenherr * Warren, MI 48314 
586-751-3350 

 
 
 

 
SOUTHGATE ANIMAL HOSPITAL 

Keith Cook, D.V.M. * Elieen Cook, D.V.M. 
13697 Dix-Toledo Rd* Southgate, MI 48195 

734-284-9122 
 

 
ANIMAL EMERGENCY CENTER 

24360 Novi Road * Novi, MI 48375 
248-348-1788 

265 E. 2nd St. * Rochester, MI 48307 
248-651-1788 

Both Locations are open 24 hours a Day 
7 Days a Week 

www.theanimalemergencycenter.com 
 
 

 
OAKLAND VETERINARY EMERGENCY GROUP 

1400 Telegraph Rd * Bloomfield Hills, MI 48302 
248-334-6877 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

BIRDMAMA’S BIRD SITTING 
SERVICE 

Are you going out of town or on vacation? Do you have a 
feathered friend that needs to stay at home? Susan can help you. 

She will shower your bird(s) with TLC in her home. 
For more information on rates and care specifics, contact by 

phone or e-mail                       
Susan Dixon 

                  1-248-330-6938 
            susanhdixon@hotmail.com   
                   References provided upon request  
           

 
 

FASHIONISTA WEAR 
Custom Handmade Clothing, Hair and Body Jewelry 

Anything Parrot-ty 
Custom Parrot Accessories  

Cage Covers, Shoulder Capes 
 or anything else you might think of 

Text, Message or Call me and ask 
If I can make it I will 

                         Lanah Harris 
                         1- 734-502-3751              
 

http://www.discountpetbirdstore.com/
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Parkway Small Animal & Exotic       

Hospital  
39321 Garfield 

Clinton Township, MI 48038 
586-416-8800 

 
 

 

 
Veterinary Care Specialists 

205 Rowe Road 
Milford, MI 48380 

248-684-0468 
Open 24 Hours A Day 7 Days A Week 

 
 

 
 

NORTH BRANCH ANIMAL HOSPITAL 
17630 Twelve Mile Road * Southfield, MI 48076 

248-557-7773 
 

 
 

    MURALS 
    AND OTHER 

 CREATIONS                  
 BY  MARY KAY PERVA 
        517-672-9528 
 
 

 
SPECIALTY PET SUPPLIES, INC. 

1449 W. Ann Arbor Road * Plymouth, MI 48170 
734-453-6930 

Fax:  734-453-7127 
M-F 10-7:30 * Sat 10-6 * Sun 12-4 

 
 

 
 
 

 

MUGSHOTS and MOUSE PADS 
Species specific coffee mugs, mouse pads and other parrot 

paraphernalia 
                         Cheryl Hitter 
                          734-422-2804 
   *Put your pet’s picture on a mug or mouse pad* 
 
 

 

PRODUCTS FOR SALE 
 

UV LIGHTING, HEATERS, VITIMINS AND 
OTHER SUPPLIES for your BIRDS, FISH and 

REPTILES 
 

VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT 

zoomed.com 
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RAINBOW FEATHERS BIRD 
CLUB 

 

EIGHTEENTH ANNUAL BIRD FAIR 
 
 

SUNDAY JUNE 14, 2015 
 

10:00 A.M. TO 4:00 P.M. 
 

**PLEASE NOTE THIS IS AN**  
**AIR CONDITIONED LOCATION** 

 

VFW POST 345 
27345 SCHOOLCRAFT 

REDFORD TOWNSHIP, MICHIGAN 
JUST EAST OF INKSTER ON THE SOUTH SIDE OF SCHOOLCRAFT (I-96) 

 

FEATURING: 
 
 

MICHIGAN AVIAN ARTIST  
TIM MARSH 

 

RAFFLE PRIZES – INCLUDING TIM MARSH ARTWORK  
BIRDS AND RELATED PRODUCTS FOR SALE 

EXOTIC BIRDS FROM AFRICA, ASIA, AUSTRALIA &  
SOUTH AMERICA 

 

ADMISSION:  ADULT $3.00 - CHILDREN 12 AND UNDER – FREE 
**THERE WILL BE TWO DOOR PRIZE DRAWINGS** 
 **THE PRIZE WILL BE A $50.00 VISA GIFT CARD** 
**ONE CHANCE WITH EVERY PAID ADMISSION** 

**DRAWING WILL BE HELD AT THE END OF THE FAIR** 
 
 

FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: 
TAMMY AND DAVE AT (734) 422-5981 
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Bird Droppings 
   

       
 
 
 

UPCOMING MEETING 
DATES: 

JUNE 14th – Bird Fair 
JUNE 28th – Fourth Sunday 
JULY 26th --  Fourth Sunday 
AUG. 30th – Fifth Sunday - PICNIC 
  
 
RAINBOW FEATHERS BIRD CLUB 
Who we are and what we are about 
 Non Profit club with members throughout the 

tri-county area, single bird owners, or just 
thinking of getting a bird, families, breeders, 
exhibitors, all are welcome. 

 Support scholarships for avian vet students 
 Yearly Bird Fair 
 Club Library for members 
 Grooming available 
 Avian rescue/relocation programs 
 Monthly meetings with programs of interest to 

members. 
 Monthly newsletter 
 Periodic Service projects 
 Field Trips 
 Educational Programs upon request 
 
 

Rainbow Feathers Bird Club Elected Officers: 
President – Dave Carol 734-422-5981 
 Email – sweettweeters@comcast.net  
Vice President – Steve Plafchan 734-513-0030 
 Email – splafchan@twmi.rr.com  
Secretary– Kathe Cote- 313-728-2211 
 Email – gardenfrog1967@yahoo.com 
Treasurer and Membership Secretary – 
 Tammy Carol 734-422-5981 
 Email – sweettweeters@comcast.net  
Board of Trustees –  
 Henry Jedrzejek-734-427-3187 
 Email- bigduke@comcast.net  
            Susan Dixon 248-330-6938 
 Email- susanhdixon@hotmail.com 
 Mary Perva - 517-672-9528 
 
 
ALL HEALTHY AND CLIPPED BIRDS ARE ALWAYS 
WELCOME TO ACCOMPANY THEIR HUMAN 
COMPANIONS TO THE MONTHLY MEETINGS.  WE MEET 
AT THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH, 6443 MERRIMAN 
ROAD BETWEEN FORD AND WARREN IN GARDEN CITY.  
MEETINGS START AT 2:00 PM. 
 
Anyone interested in becoming a member please 
contact Tammy Carol @ 734-422-5981 or by e-mail 
sweettweeters@comcast.net  
 
 

mailto:sweettweeters@comcast.net
mailto:sweettweeters@comcast.net
mailto:bigduke@comcast.net
mailto:sweettweeters@comcast.net
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Susan Dixon is now doing the newsletter.  All ads 
and articles will be due the 1st weekend of the 
month for publishing in the current month’s 
newsletter.  Please send all items to her at: 
susanhdixon@hotmail.com. 
 
Members are encouraged to submit interesting, 
bird-related articles to the newsletter for the benefit 
of our club members.  
 
Articles and/or pictures copied from other 
publications must be accompanied with written 
permission from original publication and author. 
This needs to be provided to the editor along with 
the article and/or picture. 
 
The editor reserves the right to approve and/or edit 
any articles submitted prior to publication. 
 
Ads will be run free for members having a one-time 
sale (baby birds, etc.).  Those wishing to run ads 
multiple times or for a business must purchase a 
business membership. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 Ask owner’s permission to handle/feed 

bird(s) and remember to return bird to the 
owner. 
 

 Wash hands prior/after bird handling. 
 

 When bringing companion birds to club 
meetings, only bring birds that you have had 
vet checked and in your possession for at 
least 30 days. 
 

 PLEASE CLEAN UP AFTER YOURSELF 
AND YOUR BIRD BEFORE YOU LEAVE. 

 
 

   

CLUB WELFARE 
 
. Please contact Jean Jedrzejek at 734-427-3187 or 
e-mail her at bigduke@comcast.net if you know of 
any club member who is in the hospital or has lost 
a loved one. 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

Monthly Potluck 
Early last year, we stopped soliciting 
volunteers to bring food to our meetings.  
Instead, it was agreed that the format be a 
potluck venue.  We ask that “Everyone”, 
please join in and contribute a main dish, 
veggie, salad, or dessert. Our meetings will 
be a potluck fair enjoyed by one and all.  
 
 
   

 
                
 

mailto:susanhdixon@hotmail.com
mailto:bigduke@comcast.net
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From the prez: 
  
By the time you get this we 
may have already had our bird fair, and I 
have no doubt that it will be a success, so on 
to other things.  I am also hoping that all of 
our physically challenged members will be 
well on the road to recovery. (I include 
myself in that group.)  I am also hoping that 
I can ditch this monster sling soon and get 
back to a somewhat normal life.  May’s 
meeting was great, and I was glad for the 
turnout seeing that we moved it from the 
holiday weekend.  Looking forward, things 
will be heating up event wise, and although 
it is in August, the Heritage Festival is fast 
approaching. Look in the upcoming events 
to see what days you can be there. I am 
always there all three days and should be 
much better arm wise to be at least 85% 
with the left shoulder.  There are also the 
Guardians for Animals Pet Expo in October 
and the biggie, the Novi Pet Expo in 
November, plus the education programs 
through the summer and fall.  All of these 
will appear in the upcoming events.  So as 
we kick off the summer season let’s make it 
safe fun and keep watching the upcoming 
events because things are changing all the 
time.  I never worry about the events 
because of all the support you give to 
whatever the club does. That’s because 
YOU GUYS ROCK!!!!!!! 

Your Prez 

Dave 

 

 Voice of the Veep  
 
   Hello everyone, I’d like 

to thank Susan Dixon for 
producing the newsletter last 

month, this month and probably next month 
while I am being rebuilt.  To everybody who 
is unaware, I am in the process of having 
both of my hips replaced.  My left hip was 
changed on May 6th, and my right hip is 
scheduled to be swapped out on June 15th if 
everything goes as planned.  The first 
surgery was a complete success and I expect 
the same for the right side when it is done.  
 Thanks also have to be extended to 
Annette and Patrick Ballard, Cheryl Hitter, 
Susan Jenison and Carolynn for helping me 
clean and repair cages for our bird fair.  I 
was totally rescued by them because there is 
no way I could have prepared these cages 
without them.  Thanks must also be 
extended to Charles Dixon for taking 
“Honest Steve’s” place at the bird fair this 
year because I doubt if I’ll be there all day. 
 Speaking of our bird fair we need 
help!  We will need help in the morning at 
6:00AM to unload the truck and help 
vendors move their wares inside.  We also 
especially need help at the end of the fair, at 
4:00PM, to move the vendors out.  So 
please, if you are available plan on helping 
after the fair ends. 
 
Your Veep,  
                                                        Steve 
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 BIRD FAIR 
  
Our annual bird fair is 
going to be on Sunday 
June 14th and will be at 

the same location as last year.  The address 
is VFW Post 345 at 27345 Schoolcraft (I-96 
service drive) Redford, MI 48239.   

We are not going to be able to set up 
for the fair the night before as we have in 
years past, but we will be getting access to 
the hall about 6:00 AM Sunday.  The 
tentative plan is load a U-Haul® truck the 
evening before with cages and stuff at 
Steve’s house.  In the morning before the 
fair starts we will bring in all the cages, 
raffle items and supplies. 

We will need as much help as we can 
get at 6:00 AM to cover tables, price cages, 
run electricity and set up the raffle. 
Hopefully, this will mostly be done by 7:00 
AM when the vendors will start arriving.  
We need help holding doors open and 
assisting vendors move in at this time.  They 
really appreciate this. It’s something that 
rarely occurs for them at other fairs and 
keeps them coming back.  During the fair 
we need help at the admission desk, 
assisting at the raffle and rescue tables.  
Another time when help is needed is after 
the fair doing the clean-up. 

This is our rescue’s largest fundraiser 
of the year. We have rented out a record 
number of tables this year with many first 
time vendors. Let’s show them what a 
dynamic group we are by assisting them in 
every way possible. 
 Come on out and lend a hand even if 
you haven’t signed up.  You don’t have to 
stay all day. Any time you can help would 
be wonderful. 
                         

Avast ye Mates 

   CAPTAINS  

   CORNER 
      

O well, I want to know how long my pet 
human is going to wear that thing he has 
been wearing. I mean “man up” as they say.  
I think he’s just trying to get sympathy. Well 
he is not going to get it from me!  If he 
thinks that I am going to get all “poor baby” 
because of that goofy apparatus he’s 
wearing, he is wrong.  At first I thought this 
was some new anti-biting thing he was 
trying out because you know humans will 
try anything to avoid getting bitten. Then I 
was told he tore a rotator cuff. I had to 
Keeter that one (Google for the bird world).  
Then I snapped a picture and Bmailed it to 
Pookie on my new Blackbirdie 5.7. Pictures 
are amazing, and it made her laugh.  In fact, 
she told me HER pet human was pulling the 
same stunt with his hip, and he was using a 
crazy contraption to walk.  Sunny also got 
into the act with pictures of her pet human, 
Bev, with her neck in what looked like a big 
flattened bagel, (hold the cream cheese).  
Guys, this has got to stop! You need to 
toughen up and get it together. Sunny, 
Pookie and me all agree…you guys are 
wimps.  If you were out in the wild you 
would have been lunch long ago.  So we are 
hoping to see you guys get back to normal.  
Until then we will keep posting pictures on 
Featherbook, Squawker (like Twitter only 
louder), Snapbeak and Instabird.  Maybe 
embarrassing these guys will work…we can 
only try! 
Cheers, 
Captain Morgan       
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Our next adventure takes us a little closer to 
home to the city of Canton, Michigan.  You 
say, “Where is Canton?” Well just think of 
the store IKEA. I just heard an “Oh yeah! I 
know where that is.”  Now that we got that 
out of the way, let’s get on to our adventure.  
This one was a little closer to home, and we 
were to pick up a Blue Front Amazon named 
Pepper.  Now if we had to choose a pepper 
that describes an Amazon parrot, it would be 
a mixture because sometimes they are like a 
sweet bell pepper, then suddenly a Jalapeño 
and sometimes a Habanera, and many times 
a mixture of the three. Sweet, spicy and oh 
dear lord, hot describes an Amazon. So 
Pepper was the perfect name.   
      Pepper was given to the couple after a 
death in the family. They were scared to 
death of him, so turning him in was the best 
they could do for him. A call went out to the 
Rangers.  Pepper was well treated, had a 
nice cage and pelleted diet, and lots of toys, 
but he was misunderstood.  This is the case 
with many Amazon parrots. They need a 
person who has a will that is stronger than 
the parrot’s, and know exactly what they are 
in for.  Pepper was the typical Amazon 
parrot. If he could play you he would, and 
he played them like a fine violin.  When the 
Rangers arrived he was in for a shock. They 
would not be intimidated by his posturing 
and feeble attempts at scaring them, (after 
all, they have dealt with Cockatoos so bring 

your best Pepper…let’s see what you’ve 
got).  His best was not good enough, even 
on an Amazon parrot scale So he quickly 
submitted not knowing if they actually knew 
what they were doing, or if they were just a 
little stupid. He would not wait for that 
answer.  Pepper was now in the carrier and 
on his way to a new life.  It did not take long 
until he found his soul mate, and it was love 
for both of them at first sight. All it took was 
the right person who understood him for 
Pepper to have the life he truly deserved.  
Another happy ending but the Rangers could 
not rest for there were more happy endings 
to be had, and they could do it…for they are 
the RESCUE RANGERS!!!!! 
 
Stay right there for our next thrilling 
adventure A Tale of One Gray and Two 
Cities! 
 
 

Out and About     
with Pookie 
  

 
    At this time, Pookie IS not out and about 
due to her caretaker’s condition, but will 
return in a couple of months. In the 
meantime…..                                     
                           Chirps and Squawks 

Finnegan’s Flap  
One day when Momma was down on her 
hands and knees scrubbing the floor, I asked 
her, “What are you doing?”  She said, ”I’m 
cleaning up birdie poop.”  Without missing a 
beat, I responded, “ARRRRRRRRRRRG!!”  
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More of Finnegan’s 

Flap… Have any of you   
bird parronts out there heard of Barbara 
Heidenreich?  She’s a world class bird and 
animal trainer and speaks to groups all over 
the world.  My Momma, Susan, registered 
for one of her webinars this past Saturday.  
It was called “Addressing Screaming for 
Attention in Companion Parrots” and was 
very informational.  You can tell your 
parronts to go to her website:  
http://www.barbarasffat.com/ and sign up to 
be on her emailing list.  Then you, too, can 
get some of her informational blogs. You 
will also get notices as to when and where 
she’ll be speaking and when she’ll be giving 
other webinars.    

She has another one coming up called 
“Solutions for Biting and Aggressive 
Behavior in Companion Parrots”.  It’s 
scheduled for June 11th and 13th and is 
limited to 24 participants on each day.  You 
can leave comments and ask questions and 
she’ll answer them right then and there 
because it’s live.  We’d have a lot less 
birdies to rescue if their parronts would 
learn how to properly train them.  Barbara 
uses force free animal training techniques 
and all positive reinforcement.  Momma 
says she’s very good. 

                    

   
                                                                         BITS from BABY 
 

Howdy all my feathered 
and non-feathered members. 
Our 18th Annual Rainbow 
Feathers Bird Fair on June 14th    
is coming up fast. I know that I 

can’t attend it but I hear all 
about it on Birdiebook. That is the Feathered 
Friends version of Facebook.  

 
The May meeting was a little light 

because of the nice weather we had. It still 
was a great meeting. There were thirty-eight 
members and one guest in attendance. Also, 
there were twenty-four feathered members, 
five African grays, five cockatoos, four 
macaws and ten other types of parrots, for a 
total of twenty-four birds. 

 
We started off slowly this year, but it 

looks like we’ll be off and running very 
soon. Two of the scheduled shows are three 
day events. In August there’s the Ypsilanti 
Heritage Festival, and it is held outdoors. 
Then in November there’s “The Greatest 
Show On Earth”, the Pet Expo In Novi. Now 
that’s the one I like the best because I’ll be 
there! 
 

I hope to be at the next meeting so I 
can report first hand on the fun that goes on 
there. 

 
        God bless, till we meet again, 

  
Your friend Baby 
 
>< >< >< >< ><>< >< >< >< >< 
 

http://www.barbarasffat.com/
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Ahhh, here we are in the 
month of June but many do not realize that 
June also officially begins our severe 
weather season.  It usually runs through the 
first week in August. This is when we see 
some of our worst storms and many of our 
tornados.  Here in Michigan we have 
become complacent to the watches and 
warnings for severe weather but if the past 
winter is any indication we may just have to 
pay closer attention to what Mother Nature 
throws our way.  What if you were caught 
up in a severe weather situation, would you 
be ready?  Would you and your pets make it 
through a rough patch and would you have 
all that you would need to get you by?  Here 
are some things you should have with you in 
the event of an extended time of misery 
caused by the weather:   

1. Enough food for your pets to last 
three to four full days.   

2. Bottled, purified drinking water for 
three to four days. In the event of a 
power failure sewage can sometimes 
backup into the drinking water system 
contaminating it and prompting a boil 
water order.   

3. Money stashed for emergencies.  

Even if you are fortunate enough to have a 
generator you should still have these basic 
items for the safety of your pets.  These 
types of emergencies can happen in the 

blink of an eye, so take that old Boy Scout’s 
motto to heart and “Be Prepared!” 

********************************* 

       RESCUE UPDATE 

      Last month we had only one bird 
adopted, Spanky the Senegal. He went to his 
new, forever home with food, cage and toys, 
thanks to you, our generous members. Your 
donations and support of our monthly raffles 
enable us to do this. 

We are always in need of members 
who are willing to foster rescued birds.  The 
duties of a foster parent are four fold.  You 
must be able to quarantine the rescued bird 
from your own flock (in case the rescued 
bird has an illness that it could pass to your 
own birds).  You have to convert the rescued 
bird to a healthy (pelleted) diet along with 
fruits and veggies.  You have to be willing 
to take the bird to the rescue vet (Roose 
Animal Hospital). The vet bills and pellets 
will be paid for by the club’s rescue.  When 
the bird is ready for adoption you will have 
to have the prospective new owners come to 
your home to meet the bird and see how 
they interact with it.  A portion of the 
decision as to whether the bird is going to 
the correct home will be up to the foster 
home.  This is because you will have the 
best judgment of the bird’s personality and 
how it interacts with people.    

Once again, a great big thank you to 
all of our club members for their support at 
the monthly club raffles and the donations of 
food and toys.  It is your participation that 
funds our rescue and allows us to send the 
adopted birds to their new homes with 
cages, toys and food.  Our rescue could not 
do this without you. 
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FRIES WITH THAT…  

 Time and time again 
people call us looking to adopt a bird from 
the rescue.  There are those that go one step 
farther and put in an order like they are 
ordering from a fast food place and give us a 
list of what they want. Here are a few: 

I want an African Gray, but it has to talk and 
cannot be plucked. Oh and it cannot bite me! 

I want a blue Parakeet, not real blue blue, 
but more of a sky blue and not violet either. 
There can be no white on it, and it has to be 
a boy. 

Hi. I’m looking for a parrot not too small but 
not too big either, preferably one that talks, 
but definitely not a screamer. 

Do you have any quiet Cockatoos? (Is there 
such a thing??) 

I would like a female Cockatiel but you have 
to guarantee me it will not lay eggs. 

What color green Parakeets do you have? 

Before we get started here I want to make 
one thing perfectly clear, no plucking birds 
and the cage must go with my living room. 

I want a parrot but it cannot be green! 

My personal favorite: 

 

 

Hi! I am looking for a parrot that is not 
plucking, screaming or biting. It has to have 
a cage that will fit into my family room. It 
must like everybody in the house, not just 
one person. It also must be dog friendly. We 
have a German Sheppard, and it can’t be 
messy. It must be good with my nieces and 
nephews, too. What have you got? 

This is just a fraction of the stupid, crazy 
and just plain weird phone calls we get 
inquiring about adopting a bird. I also know 
that there will be a lot more so stay tuned! 

 

 
 

BIRTHDAY GREETINGS to: 
 
PAULA PASEK                               JULY 1 
MICHAEL ROSENTHAL                 JULY 5 
CRAIG PERDUE                             JULY 6 
ALEXANDRA PATTON                   JULY 8 
DON BOUGENOY                          JULY 10 
PATRICIA FULLERTON                 JULY 13 
HOUSTON BOUGENOY                JULY 14 
HENRY JEDRZEJEK                      JULY 16 
CHRISTAN HOLLOW                     JULY 18 
BEVERLY SHOLAR                        JULY 18 
SUSAN GOODEN                           JULY 19 
NICHOLAS MARKEY                      JULY 20 
JASON SCHRIEFER                       JULY 23 
BARBARA SWANTNER                  JULY 24 
SUSAN DIXON                                JULY 30 
EDWARD PROSZKOWSKI             JULY 31 
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UP COMING  
EVENTS 

As of 
June 1st 2015 

 
 

Saturday, June 13th, 2015 
Garden City Flea Circus 
Parking Lot at the Corner of 
Middlebelt & Ford Rd 
Starting at 10 AM to 2 pm 

 
Sunday, June 14th, 2015 
Rainbow Feathers Bird Club 
17th Annual Bird Fair 
VFW Post 345 
27345 Schoolcraft Rd. 
Redford, MI 48239 
10:00 AM to 4:00 PM 
Admission: $3.00; Children: Free 

 
Saturday, June 20th, 2015  
Set-Up 1:30pm; Start 2:30pm 
Waltonwoods of Carriage Park 
Assisted Living 
2000 N. Canton Center Road 
Canton, MI 48187 
 
Tuesday, July 14th, 2015  
Set-up 2:00pm, Start 3:00PM 
River Rouge Public Library 
221 Burke 
River Rouge, MI 48218 

 
Wednesday, July 22, 2015  
Set-up 12:30 pm; Start 1:30pm  
Summer Camp Show 
Jewish Community Center 
15110 West 10 Mile Rd. 
Oak Park, MI 48237 

 
 

 
Friday, July 24th, 2015 
12:30 PM Set-up; 1:30 PM Start 
American House Stone 
3741 South Adams 
Rochester Hills, MI 48309 
 
Ypsilanti Heritage Festival 
Friday, August 21st: Noon – 8:30 pm 
Saturday, August 22nd: 10 am - 8:30pm  
Sunday, August 23rd: 11am – 6 pm  
Riverside Park, Ypsilanti, MI 
 
Tuesday, Oct 6th, 2015  
11:30 AM Set-up; 12:30 PM Start 
AARP Meeting at Wayne County 
Community College 
in the Ray Mix Room 
21000 Northline 
Taylor, MI 48180 
 
Guardians for Animals Pet Expo 
Saturday, Oct 17th: 10 am – 5 pm 
Sun. Oct. 18th: 11 am – 4 pm 
Madison Place 
876 Horace Brown Drive 
Madison Heights, MI 48071 
Set up on Friday 
 
NOVI PET EXPO 
Nov. 20th: Noon to 8pm 
Nov. 21st: 10am to 8pm 
Nov. 22nd: 11am to 5pm 
Suburban Collection Showplace 
46100 Grand River 
Novi, MI 48374 
Set up on Thursday, No. 20th at 9 am 
 

We will be setting up on Thursday 
Nov. 19th most likely around 9:00 am.  
Please remember no birds will be allowed 
through the front door. 
 
***NOTE******NOTE******NOTE*** 
 There has been some confusion from 
the loyal readers of Bird Droppings as to 
which events they are allowed to bring their 
own bird(s).   
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As a point of reference and for future 
information, we want everyone to be aware 
that when you see the line following the 
event listed: 
 ***Our Club Has a Booth at This Event*** 
or “Educational Show” preceding an event 
listing, it means we are attending the event 
in an official capacity representing our club 
and rescue.  At these events all club 
members are welcomed to bring their 
feathered companions with them.  Also 
please note that our space is very limited at 
some of these events. Don’t let this stop you 
from joining us though. We will find a way 
for you and your birdie buddy to fit in and 
enjoy the fun. 
 
 

Rambling With Rambo                        
 
      My little (though superior) mind is 
running wild.  Picture that for a moment, 
your mind running like a wild cheetah inside 
your head. 
Well there it was, another dreary Saturday 
morning. Daddy is listening to that Canadian 
story teller man, and I’m sitting here with 
Daddy. I’m protecting him from that “Dear 
Abby”.  I’ve told those humans before to ask 
us creatures of superior intelligence, parrots 
naturally, to ask us for advice. So I’m doing 
my duty to protect him. I’m tearing up the 
spot a sentence ahead of him. This is so 
much fun!  It also helps Daddy with his 
exercise. Yes, I make sure those little pieces 
of paper of paper fly in many different 
directions. 

      There have been several things going on 
around here. We had a couple of wonderful 
Educational Shows last month. Packo is still 
afraid to go. Daddy has been taking me 
outside, sometimes for a walk, sometimes 
just to sit out back.  I’m still waiting for 
Packo to join us.  I love this warm weather. 
Daddy has been very busy this month and he 
has not been taking me. He had better take 
me to see Heather at the Bank. I heard she is 
getting a new job soon.  Other than the 
Educational Shows, he has not taken me on 
any adventures lately.  How rude! 
       Being that both Daddy and Mommy, are 
so busy, Packo and me are getting left at the 
house.  The other day he left us 3 times.  
What is wrong with them? We parrots are 
the center of their universe. So I’ve been a 
real stinker for Daddy.  I give him a really 
hard time about going into my cage, when 
he goes somewhere.  The other day Daddy 
was already gone and Mommy was on her 
way to work.  So this is what I did…I saw 
Mommy coming inside.  She turned and 
locked both locks.  That always means she is 
leaving.  When Mommy goes outside, I 
always wait for her on my perch that is 
closest to the door, squawking and calling. 
Well, I knew she was leaving so I went into 
my house before she told me to. I would 
never do that for Daddy.  It’s my duty to 
make him work for things. 
Here is one other thing that happened last 
month.  Our neighbor, Joe, came over. He 
needed Daddy’s help with something.  I was 
on Daddy’s shoulder and as we were 
approaching the door, Daddy told me to 
“Step Up” onto my cage.  Joe looked at me 
in amazement.  He said, “That bird minds 
better than my dog”.   I thought to myself, 
“Naturally. Parrots are far more intelligent  
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than any dog.  Sure, with 4 legs they can do 
different things, but we can out think any 
dog, (and some humans) any day.” 
 
As always, have fun, (try to) be good, and 
remember…..Macaws Rule. 
 
Pondering with Packo 
 
I’m still reluctant to let Michael pick me up,  
so I have not been to any meetings, or on 
any adventures.  Rambo told me some of 
you humans have broken bodies.  He also 
told me, Daddy, is having a problem with 
his arm; the same arm and problem as Dave.   
All this craziness started when Mommy 
went on another trip.  When she left, she 
told Daddy, “I want those trees down when I 
get home.”  So he followed her instructions.  
While cutting the biggest tree, a big piece 
fell on him.  So he has been talking about 
getting that arm thing fixed for many years.  
I think he is afraid to get it done.  Ok, we all 
know the truth…he is TOO CHEAP to have 
it done. 
Mommy frequently leaves town.  When she 
does, she leaves a work list for Daddy, and 
lately it has been big jobs.  Last month, she 
had him rebuild the flowerbed around the 
Maple tree, out back.  This month she wants 
the big flower bed out front redone. I can see 
it from my window and it does look pretty 
bad.  Daddy tells me if I will step up, I can 
go in the yard with Rambo.  That would be a 
nice adventure. He also told me, “You will 
be going to either the vet or a meeting soon. 
Your nails are way too long and sharp.”  
Really, Daddy? 
Well gang, I really do hope to see you all 
soon.  I hear the food at those meetings is 
getting better all the time. 
                                                        Packo 

 
Consider these 
factors before 
you purchase a 
bird 

By Don J. Harris,DVM 
 
Purchasing a new bird is an act that requires 
much forethought and planning. Some potential 
bird owners research a new car purchase with 
far more diligence than they do a new pet. But, 
because some parrots live as long as 50-60+ 
years, impulse buying may have repercussions 
that last for decades—much longer than a new 
car. 
 
Here are a few aspects to consider when 
purchasing a bird. 
 
Does this particular bird fit your lifestyle? 
Does the species enjoy a busy and noisy 
environment with a lot of people interacting, or 
would it do better in a quieter more isolated 
environment? If it is a large species, is there 
enough space in your home for a large cage? 
 
How much time can you devote to a pet? 
Does the species demand a lot of care and 
attention? Is it a “high maintenance” species 
that needs a lot of one-on-one interaction, or is 
it happy to be left alone for periods of time? 
 
Does this bird have the pet characteristics 
you want? 
If it is important to you that your bird talks, 
choose a species with high speaking ability, 
such as an African Grey, Amazon or Mynah. If 
cleanliness is important, check out a smaller 
species. If intelligence is important, you can’t 
beat an African Grey. 
 
What is the average life span of this 
species? 
Life spans range from 10-60+ years, depending 
on the species. Do you want a bird that may 
outlive you? 
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Where are you purchasing your new bird? 
Was it bred locally? Is the breeder available for 
questioning? Is the dealer in a fixed location 
where you can locate him or her should you 
need follow-up advice or if a problem arises? 
 
Is there a guarantee? 
Be suspicious of anyone who doesn’t offer 
some assurance of the bird’s health. 
 
What are the nutritional needs of this 
species? 
Certain species of birds have special nutritional 
needs. Can you meet them? 
 

What kind of diet is the bird currently eating? 
Is the bird already eating a balanced diet or will it 
need to be converted to a new more nutritious 
one? 
Older birds on seed diets can be difficult to 
convert, but may encounter health problems if 
not switched. 
 
Is the bird healthy? 
There is no way to answer this without a 
complete post-purchase veterinary exam. 
Schedule an exam with your avian veterinarian 
immediately after purchasing your new bird. 
Don’t wait. 
 
Is your home ready for your new bird? 
Is the caging suitable? Is it situated in the correct 
location in the home? Are the perches arranged 
correctly? Are there toxic plants or substances 
harmful to birds in the household that may need 
to be removed? If your new bird is joining other 
birds in your family, do you have a plan on how 
to quarantine the new bird until you have a post-
purchase veterinary exam? 
 
This article reprinted with permission from Zupreem® 
 

                        
 

                              For Birds of all Sizes 

 
The Industry Pioneer of Quality                                                                                                                                                           

Broad Natural Low Fat Nutrition® 

All at a Cost Less than Seed 

Because Crazy Corn® expands and seed is 60% waste! 
We’ve made it easy to prevent the most common cause 
of bird death- malnutrition from a seed diet. Cook ahead 
monthly, freeze baggies, keep some in the fridge to 
serve instantly. Superior breeding, lustrous feathering. 
Self-weans chicks. Shining health. Generous chunky 
fruits, veggies, whole grains, exciting herbs, pastas, 
beans, legumes, melon seeds, nuts, and more! Ecstatic 
birds!                1-800-BIRD YUM 

in California (818) 503-4YUM. Fax (818) 765-4895 

SPECIAL BREEDER PRICING 
 

 
 

Animal Training Quips: Set 
Them Up for Success!  
   
Of course you want your animal to be 
successful…but what the heck does that 
mean?? Do you want him to graduate 
college, become the CEO of a major 
corporation, or get 1000 likes on 
his photo on social media? You hear 
people say that all the time when it 

https://goodbirdinc.infusionsoft.com/app/linkClick/11538/2794cb0af29fdc80/4458038/ea020ff118a6509b
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comes to animal training. It sounds like a 
great idea, but if you are like me, you 
need a few more specifics please.  If you 
want to get technical you might define 
setting them up for success in animal 
training as antecedent arrangement. 
What this means is you are going to 
physically manipulate things in the 
environment so that it is very likely that 
your animal is going to do the exact 
action you want.  
 
I will give you two different examples, 
one in which I am trying to make it less 
likely an undesired behavior will happen 
and another in which I am trying to 
promote a desired one.  
 
I have perches around my house that my 
flighted parrots have learned via positive 
reinforcement to visit frequently. They 
have learned these are great places to go 
to for attention, toys, treats, head 
scratches, etc. Most of the perches do 
not have many unacceptable things near 
them that are tempting to chew. (That is 
one example of setting them up for 
success.) However one perch in 
particular has some unavoidably 
tempting attributes. There are some 
edges of the walls that are often too 
inviting for my parrots to resist.  
Traditional training methods would have 
caregivers punishing parrots with 
aversives for chewing, but the force free 
approach is to set them up for success. 
Which means in this example, I could 
move the perch to a less tempting 
location or I could make those wall edges 
less accessible and interesting.  I chose 
the latter.  
 
I decided to custom fit plexi-glass to 
cover the edges of the wall. Just this 
cover alone has made the wall less 

inviting for chewing. This allows me to 
relax when my parrots are sitting on the 
perch. I definitely don’t ever have to be 
the bad guy and punish bad behavior, I 
get to be the good guy and reinforce 
excellent behavior while they sit on the 
perch. Just by making it difficult to 
misbehave by removing access to 
temptation I have helped set them up for 
success.  
 
Another way we set animals up for 
success is when we are training new 
behaviors. One of my favorite challenges 
is finding a way to get the animal to 
present the action we want so that it can 
be reinforced. Manipulating the 
environment is often one of the first 
things I look at. This means I visualize 
what movements the animal will have to 
do. I then think how can I minimize how 
much effort the animal will need to 
present for me to get that movement? For 
example if I need the animal to load into 
a crate, will it have to step over a lip of a 
crate? Is the opening so small that it 
needs to duck its head?  Will the crate 
wobble and cause the animal to be 
unbalanced? All those factors mean more 
effort and therefore not a good example 
of setting my animal up for success.  If I 
was in that situation I would be 
searching for a different crate!  
   
Anyone who has been to one of my parrot 
training workshops has seen me apply 
these strategies in my parrot training 
demos. Little details like placing a 
station on the corner of the table instead 
of the middle, putting my hand at the end 
of the perch, in line with the perch and 
with a tight grip for step up, making 
tunnels for towel training, all of these 
approaches were developed from years 
of trying to find a way to make it more 

https://goodbirdinc.infusionsoft.com/app/linkClick/11540/835112951f637946/4458038/ea020ff118a6509b
https://goodbirdinc.infusionsoft.com/app/linkClick/11540/835112951f637946/4458038/ea020ff118a6509b
https://goodbirdinc.infusionsoft.com/app/linkClick/11542/a3a20ce20e461903/4458038/ea020ff118a6509b
https://goodbirdinc.infusionsoft.com/app/linkClick/11542/a3a20ce20e461903/4458038/ea020ff118a6509b
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likely a parrot would participate and 
learn a new behavior.  Do they make a 
difference? Absolutely!  
 
The next time you hear someone say “Set 
them up for success!”  Now you can nod 
knowingly and whisper to your friends 
“Oh they just mean manipulating the 
environment a bit so it easy for the 
animal to do the correct behavior……you 
know, antecedent arrangement.”  More 
importantly now with a clear 
understanding you have a tool you can 
use that can really have an impact on 
achieving your training goals.  
   
Barbara Heidenreich  
www.BarbarasFFAT.com  
www.GoodBirdInc.com  
www.BunnyTraining.com   

Copyright 2015  
   
Barbara Heidenreich has been a 
professional animal trainer since 1990. 
Her company Barbara’s Force Free 
Animal Training 
(www.BarbarasFFAT.com) provides 
animal training DVDs, books, webinars 
and workshops. She has been a featured 
speaker in over twenty countries and has 
been published in nine languages. 
Barbara works with the companion 
animal community and also consults on 
animal training in zoos.  
   
Feel free to share this article in your 
newsletters, on social media, etc. Please 
use in its entirety with a link back to 
www.BarbarasFFAT.com  
 

http://www.barbarasffat.com/
http://www.goodbirdinc.com/
http://www.bunnytraining.com/
http://www.barbarasffat.com/
https://goodbirdinc.infusionsoft.com/app/linkClick/11544/17354c2ff59bc09b/4458038/ea020ff118a6509b
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     Free discount card                                    Open 7-Days          
available to club members       Ask about our birdie day spa treatment 

 

DISCOUNT PET & SUPPLIES 
Specializing in Exotic Birds & Cages 

1623 Middlebelt Rd. Livonia, MI 48154 
734-513-6060 

http://www.discountpetbirdstore.com/ 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
ROOSE ANIMAL HOSPITAL 

Kevin Roose, D.V.M. * Karen Knight, D.V.M. 
509 W. Ann Arbor Trail * Plymouth, MI 48170 

734-451-2870 
 

 
 

 
WARREN WOODS VETERINARY HOSPITAL 

29157 Schoenherr * Warren, MI 48314 
586-751-3350 

 
 
 

 
SOUTHGATE ANIMAL HOSPITAL 

Keith Cook, D.V.M. * Elieen Cook, D.V.M. 
13697 Dix-Toledo Rd* Southgate, MI 48195 

734-284-9122 
 

 
ANIMAL EMERGENCY CENTER 

24360 Novi Road * Novi, MI 48375 
248-348-1788 

265 E. 2nd St. * Rochester, MI 48307 
248-651-1788 

Both Locations are open 24 hours a Day 
7 Days a Week 

www.theanimalemergencycenter.com 
 
 

 
OAKLAND VETERINARY EMERGENCY GROUP 

1400 Telegraph Rd * Bloomfield Hills, MI 48302 
248-334-6877 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

BIRDMAMA’S BIRD SITTING 
SERVICE 

Are you going out of town or on vacation? Do you have a 
feathered friend that needs to stay at home? Susan can help you. 

She will shower your bird(s) with TLC in her home. 
For more information on rates and care specifics, contact by 

phone or e-mail                       
Susan Dixon 

                  1-248-330-6938 
            susanhdixon@hotmail.com   
                   References provided upon request  
           

 
 

FASHIONISTA WEAR 
Custom Handmade Clothing, Hair and Body Jewelry 

Anything Parrot-ty 
Custom Parrot Accessories  

Cage Covers, Shoulder Capes 
 or anything else you might think of 

Text, Message or Call me and ask 
If I can make it I will 

                         Lanah Harris 
                         1- 734-502-3751              
 

http://www.discountpetbirdstore.com/
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Parkway Small Animal & Exotic       

Hospital  
39321 Garfield 

Clinton Township, MI 48038 
586-416-8800 

 
 

 
Veterinary Care Specialists 

205 Rowe Road 
Milford, MI 48380 

248-684-0468 
Open 24 Hours A Day 7 Days A Week 

 
 

 
 

NORTH BRANCH ANIMAL HOSPITAL 
17630 Twelve Mile Road * Southfield, MI 48076 

248-557-7773 
 

 
 

    MURALS 
    AND OTHER 

 CREATIONS                  
 BY  MARY KAY PERVA 
        517-672-9528 
 
 

 
SPECIALTY PET SUPPLIES, INC. 

1449 W. Ann Arbor Road * Plymouth, MI 48170 
734-453-6930 

Fax:  734-453-7127 
M-F 10-7:30 * Sat 10-6 * Sun 12-4 

 
 

 

 
 

 

MUGSHOTS and MOUSE PADS 
Species specific coffee mugs, mouse pads and other parrot 

paraphernalia 
                         Cheryl Hitter 
                          734-422-2804 
   *Put your pet’s picture on a mug or mouse pad* 
 
 

 

PRODUCTS FOR SALE 
 

UV LIGHTING, HEATERS, VITIMINS AND 
OTHER SUPPLIES for your BIRDS, FISH and 

REPTILES 
 

VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT 

zoomed.com 
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RAINBOW FEATHERS BIRD 
CLUB 

 

EIGHTEENTH ANNUAL BIRD FAIR 
 
 

SUNDAY JUNE 14, 2015 
 

10:00 A.M. TO 4:00 P.M. 
 

**PLEASE NOTE THIS IS AN**  
**AIR CONDITIONED LOCATION** 

 

VFW POST 345 
27345 SCHOOLCRAFT 

REDFORD TOWNSHIP, MICHIGAN 
JUST EAST OF INKSTER ROAD ON THE SOUTH SIDE OF SCHOOLCRAFT (I-96) 

 

FEATURING: 
 
 

MICHIGAN AVIAN ARTIST  
TIM MARSH 

 

RAFFLE PRIZES – INCLUDING TIM MARSH ARTWORK  
BIRDS AND RELATED PRODUCTS FOR SALE 

EXOTIC BIRDS FROM AFRICA, ASIA, AUSTRALIA &  
SOUTH AMERICA 

 

ADMISSION:  ADULT $3.00 - CHILDREN 12 AND UNDER – FREE 
**THERE WILL BE TWO DOOR PRIZE DRAWINGS** 
 **THE PRIZE WILL BE A $50.00 VISA GIFT CARD** 
**ONE CHANCE WITH EVERY PAID ADMISSION** 

**DRAWING WILL BE HELD AT THE END OF THE FAIR** 
 
 

FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: 
TAMMY AND DAVE AT (734) 422-5981 
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Bird Droppings 
    

 

     
 

 
 
 

UPCOMING MEETING 
DATES: 

JULY 26th --  Fourth Sunday – *Bag It Bingo* 
AUG. 30th – Fifth Sunday – PICNIC 
SEPT. 27th – Fourth Sunday 
  
 
RAINBOW FEATHERS BIRD CLUB 
Who we are and what we are about 
 Non Profit club with members throughout the 

tri-county area, single bird owners, or just 
thinking of getting a bird, families, breeders, 
exhibitors, all are welcome. 

 Support scholarships for avian vet students 
 Yearly Bird Fair 
 Club Library for members 
 Grooming available 
 Avian rescue/relocation programs 
 Monthly meetings with programs of interest to 

members. 
 Monthly newsletter 
 Periodic Service projects 
 Field Trips 
 Educational Programs upon request 

Come join us and have your feathers preened by 
other Pet Bird Enthusiasts     

Rainbow Feathers Bird Club Elected Officers: 
President – Dave Carol 734-422-5981 
 Email – sweettweeters@comcast.net  
Vice President – Steve Plafchan 734-513-0030 
 Email – splafchan@twmi.rr.com  
Secretary– Kathe Cote- 313-728-2211 
 Email – gardenfrog1967@yahoo.com 
Treasurer and Membership Secretary – 
 Tammy Carol 734-422-5981 
 Email – sweettweeters@comcast.net  
Board of Trustees –  
 Henry Jedrzejek-734-427-3187 
 Email- bigduke@comcast.net  
            Susan Dixon 248-330-6938 
 Email- susanhdixon@hotmail.com 
 Mary Perva - 517-672-9528 
 
 
ALL HEALTHY AND CLIPPED BIRDS ARE ALWAYS 
WELCOME TO ACCOMPANY THEIR HUMAN 
COMPANIONS TO THE MONTHLY MEETINGS.  WE MEET 
AT THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH, 6443 MERRIMAN 
ROAD BETWEEN FORD AND WARREN IN GARDEN CITY.  
MEETINGS START AT 2:00 PM. 
 

mailto:sweettweeters@comcast.net
mailto:sweettweeters@comcast.net
mailto:bigduke@comcast.net
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Anyone interested in becoming a member please 
contact Tammy Carol @ 734-422-5981 or by e-mail 
sweettweeters@comcast.net  

 
 
 

Susan Dixon is now doing the newsletter.  All ads 
and articles will be due the 1st weekend of the 
month for publishing in the current month’s 
newsletter.  Please send all items to her at: 
susanhdixon@hotmail.com. 
 
Members are encouraged to submit interesting, 
bird-related articles to the newsletter for the benefit 
of our club members.  
 
Articles and/or pictures copied from other 
publications must be accompanied with written 
permission from original publication and author. 
This needs to be provided to the editor along with 
the article and/or picture. 
 
The editor reserves the right to approve and/or edit 
any articles submitted prior to publication. 
 
Ads will be run free for members having a one-time 
sale (baby birds, etc.).  Those wishing to run ads 
multiple times or for a business must purchase a 
business membership. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 Ask owner’s permission to handle/feed 

bird(s) and remember to return bird to the 
owner. 

 Wash hands prior/after bird handling. 
 When bringing companion birds to club 

meetings, only bring birds that you have had 
vet checked and in your possession for at 
least 30 days. 

 PLEASE CLEAN UP AFTER YOURSELF 
AND YOUR BIRD BEFORE YOU LEAVE. 

 

  CLUB WELFARE 
 

Please contact Jean Jedrzejek at 734-427-
3187 or e-mail her at bigduke@comcast.net 
if you know of any club member who is in 
the hospital or has lost a loved one. 
  
 
 
 

Monthly Potluck 
Early last year, we stopped soliciting 
volunteers to bring food to our meetings.  
Instead, it was agreed that the format be a 
potluck venue.  We ask that “Everyone”, 
please join in and contribute a main dish, 
veggie, salad, or dessert. Our meetings will 
be a potluck fair enjoyed by one and all.  
 

 
 

ATTENTION 
 

It has been brought to our attention that 
someone accidently picked up a plastic bag 
that belonged to Janet Onderchanin at our 

club fair in June. It contained approximately 
five or six toys for budgies and cockatiels. If 

you have it, please bring it to the next 
meeting and return it Janet. She’s greatly 

appreciate it. 
                
 
 
 

OVER THE RAINBOW BRIDGE 
Sadly we must report the passing of 

yet another feathered member of our club. 
Cherry a Rose Breasted Cockatoo 

parrot who owned Ron Lankford and Nancy 
Keenan who crossed over the rainbow 
bridge last month.  Those of you that were 

mailto:sweettweeters@comcast.net
mailto:susanhdixon@hotmail.com
mailto:bigduke@comcast.net
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regulars at our meetings might remember 
Cherry with Ron.   

To Cherry we say farewell and 
forever may you fly free on the far side of 
the rainbow bridge.  You will always be 
loved and remembered. 
 
From the Prez: 
  
Woooohoooo!!!!! We did it! 
We put on an absolutely awesome bird fair. 
Our numbers through the door went up, and 
we had people coming through the door all 
day long. What impressed the vendors were 
how organized we were, and ALL the help 
that was provided to get them in and out. It 
just blew them away. Also, the public 
noticed that all the club members seemed to 
be having a good time and were so happy. 
Everything we did came across in such a 
positive light that it amazed everyone. We 
made more money at the fair than we had in 
several years. I know that Tammy and I 
spent our share, but we got some great toys 
that are making my guys here very happy. 
This would not have been possible without 
all your hard work and dedication. All of 
you made this a success and all of you get to 
share in the pats on the back. We were even 
out of the hall by ten after five! The little 
sprinkles we had (raining buckets) and the 
short power outage didn’t even bother us. 
Rainbow Feathers did an outstanding job! 
We can all be proud of what we 
accomplished. In short, (no not me) WE 
DONE REAL GOOD!!!!!!!  

  I’m glad to report the bird flu has seemed 
to run its course. So we have a green light 
for all of our outdoor events, the biggest 
being the Ypsilanti Heritage Festival in 
August. Look for more info in next month’s 

newsletter. Also remember our fun meeting 
is happening this month with our Bag-It-
Bingo. Just bring something to the meeting 
either wrapped or bagged and let the fun 
begin. So once again, thank you for all the 
hard work you put in at the fair. You made it 
a squawking success! (I can’t say roaring, 
after all.) As always…YOU GUYS 
TOTALLY ROCK!!!!!!! 
Your Prez,  
              Dave 

 
 

 Voice of the Veep  
 

   Hello everyone,  
I know it’s been a 

couple of months since I 
wrote my last column, so I thought I would 
fill everybody in on the details of what’s 
been happening.  Late in the month of 
March I saw an orthopedic surgeon, looking 
for an answer as to why my knees hurt so 
severely and I couldn’t walk.  After x-rays 
and talking to different members of the 
surgical team, I was informed that both of 
my hips were totally degenerated and had to 
be replaced.  My left hip was replaced on 
May 6th and my right hip was replaced on 
June 15th.  These two operations, to state it 
mildly, have changed my life.  For the first 
time in years I can stand, sit and walk 
without any pain, and I am looking forward 
to stepping up doing bird shows and events 
with all the enthusiasm that I used to have 
before my hips went bad. 
 Speaking of shows and events, the 
schedule for our club is once again filling up 
rapidly. So if you are interested in joining us 
at a show watch the upcoming events on the 
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web site or you can call me for the latest 
information on the schedule. 
 This month we are playing Bag-it-
Bingo at the club meeting so be prepared for 
a good time of bingo and prize stealing. 
                                 Your Veep,  
                                                   Steve 
 

     Avast ye Mates 

   CAPTAINS  

   CORNER 

 
 YAY!!!! I finally made it out to my first 
event! I had a great time, but I feel the name 
could use a little work. OK the event was 
called (are you ready?) The Flea Circus.  I 
mean, really! I am a bird. I don’t get fleas, 
and it wasn’t much of a circus thank 
goodness. Those evil beings, clowns, were 
not there, thank Goodness! It was still fun, 
and Pookie’s pet human, Steve, was up and 
around. If I remember correctly, Pookie said 
his human got a hip replaced.  So where did 
they get it? Does a human just wake up and 
is suddenly missing a hip, or do they take it 
from something like a horse or some other 
unfortunate animal?  I’ll have to get back to 
you on that one, but it was a fun event, and 
as always, people thought we were (pardon 
the expression and apologies to my bird 
friends) the cat’s meow!  I hope we go back 
next year and I can really put on a show. Oh 
yeah, and my pet human was there too, as if 
they came to see him.  Anyway, we have 
many other events coming up and I can’t 
wait to see all my birdie friends.  I will 
definitely have to have a talk with Stella 
(Mother Nature to you) about the weather so  

that it’s better than it was at the Flea Circus 
it was kinda yukky.  So to all my bird 
friends make sure your pet human keeps 
looking at the upcoming events so we can 
get together and party like its 1999!!!!! 
Cheers 

Captain Morgan 

 

 

                    
   
    

  

  

 
 

        
   
 
Well Rescue Ranger fans, get ready to be a 
bit confused this month. (Yes, even more 
confused than the Rangers themselves!) Our 
tale is of one African Grey and not one, but 
two cities, the cities of West Branch and St 
Clair Shores Michigan. It seems that this 
young lady, the bird, actually lived in the 
city of West Branch which is quite a way 
from the Rangers’ home base. It was a 
dilemma that would take a strange but quite 
fortunate turn. As with many plot twists, not 
all become this convenient, but this one 
would. It seems (well, not really but just for 
the sake of the story) that the owner actually 
had a relative that lived closer to the 
Rangers’ home base in the city of St Claire 
Shores. They said they could bring the bird 
out to that house for the pick-up. So the bird 
was off, as well as the Rangers, to St Claire 
Shores. Yes, they would be venturing to the 
beautiful shores of Lake St Claire to go  
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make the pick-up. However, they were so 
far from the actual shore they would never 
see the water. Too bad, since both Ranger 
Steve and Ranger Dave were ready for some 
beach time. Oh well, better luck next time. 
Anyway, they made it to the pick-up site and 
found her waiting for them. They soon 
found out that a medical treatment had made 
the owner allergic to her dander. Although 
they were torn up over having to find a new 
home for her, they knew it was for the best. 
So with a Hi-Ho Silver!...Oops, wrong story. 
Shall we try that again? So with bird, cage 
and accessories in vehicle, they were off. It 
wouldn’t be long before this poor birdie 
would find the perfect home and everyone 
would be happy. Ah, they could take a 
breather for at least two seconds because the 
calls are always coming in with more birds 
needing their aid and they will be there, for 
they are…THE RESCUE RANGERS!!!!!! 
 
Stay right there for our next stupendous 
adventure Two Bird with One Rescue! 
 
 
 

Out and About     
with Pookie 
  

 
Greetings to all my loyal readers,  
This is Pookie and the gang back after a two 
month hiatus.  I’m sure everyone would like 
to know what occurred that prevented us 
from talking about our monthly adventures 
so I will give you a short recap on the last 
two months about what happened. 
 We all know that the health of your 
companion human is very important, and all 
of us here in Steve’s household have done 

our best to increase his physical activity. 
Then one day in late March the unthinkable 
occurred.  Steve not only couldn’t arise from 
the sofa he couldn’t bend over and pick 
Sparky and me up off the floor.  Ergo, being 
the conscious companion human owners we 
are, Steve was urged to contact a bone and 
hip doctor know as an orthopedic surgeon.  
The diagnosis was not good; we discovered  
that both of Steve’s hips had osteoarthritis 
so severely that they needed to be replaced 
as soon as possible.  There was no hesitation 
on our part, and we as good companion 
human owners encouraged him to have this 
done as soon as possible.  
 His left hip was replaced on May 6th 
and his right hip was replaced on June 15th; 
the change and recovery in Steve has been 
nothing short of phenomenal.  He is now 
walking straighter, standing, driving and 
taking us out to the farmers’ markets once 
again.  We (JB, Sparky, myself ) are now 
looking forward to doing what we do best in 
a crowd while attending senior shows, art 
fairs, schools and carnivals.  In the near 
future from when this is being written, there 
are plans for about ten senior shows, the 
Plymouth, MI “Art-in-the-Park” festival and 
a multitude of additional outings.   
 I want to thank all my loyal readers 
for staying with me during these last two 
months.  On behalf of me and all the other 
African Gray parrots in our home, we are 
looking forward to telling you about our 
upcoming exploits and adventures. 
                           Chirps and Squawks, 
                                                  Pookie 
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Finnegan’s Flap…  

One day Momma had some ladies over for 
lunch. Unfortunately, for me, she put me in 
my cage and closed the door! She said that if 
she didn’t, I would come begging around the 
table like a dog. Can you imagine such an 
insult?! (Well, I do beg occasionally, but 
like a dog?)  Anyway, they were laughing 
and talking away, when all of a sudden, I 
cleared my throat and said, “I’m talking to 
you, Momma!” They suddenly stopped 
talking and listened, not believing what they 
had just heard. I again repeated, “I’m talking 
to you, Momma!” Needless to say, Momma 
just about choked on her lunch! 

                    

BAG-IT-BINGO 
 

This month is “Bag-it-Bingo” 
month and it’s a blast.  For those of 
you who haven’t experienced this 

event, it’s easy. Just bring an 
inexpensive gift (like something from 

a dollar store)  or a re-gifted item 
wrapped or in a paper bag. We then 
play Bingo for the wrapped gifts, but 

you can’t open them.  After all the 
bags and gifts have been picked, 

bingo winners get to start “stealing” 
gifts from other winners, When this 
ends we all open our surprises at 
the same time. Some will be nice 

and some may be zonks. Be sure to 
join us for good food and a great 

time. 
 
 
 
   
                                                                         BITS from BABY 
 

Howdy all my feathered 
and non-feathered members. 
Our 18th Annual Rainbow 
Feathers Bird Fair on June 14th 

was a huge success as always. I 
couldn’t attend it but heard all     

about it from Duke. 
June’s meeting was great with sixty-

nine people in attendance. There were fifty-
two club members and seventeen guests. 
Four of the guests joined our flock. We must 
be doing something right, you think?? As for 
the feathered members, there were thirty-
four in attendance. The macaws and 
cockatoos tied with eight, the grays had 
four, plus there were fourteen other parrots. 
I was so happy to be at the meeting this 
month for it had been sometime since I’d 
been there.  

Well guys, hang on to your feathers 
because July and August are looking like we 
will be making up for lost time. We have a 
program set for outdoors in Ypsilanti for 
three days plus many other one day events. 
The Novi Pet Expo in November is also a 
three day event, but indoors. I’m looking 
forward to that one! 
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Well that's all for now.  
 

        God bless ‘till we meet again. 
  
Your friend Baby 
>< >< >< >< ><>< >< >< >< >< 
 
 

 

       RESCUE UPDATE 

      Last month we had several bird 
adoptions: African greys, Scooter and 
Sweetie; Tater & Trisket, both quakers; and 
Corky, a cockatiel, all went to their new, 
forever homes with food, cage and toys, 
thanks to you, our generous members. Your 
donations and support of our monthly raffles 
enable us to do this. 
    We are always in need of members who 
are willing to foster rescued birds.  The 
duties of a foster parent are four fold: 

1. Quarantine the bird from your own 
flock (in case the rescued bird has 
an illness that it could pass to your 
own birds).   

2. Convert the rescued bird to a 
healthy (pelleted) diet along with 
fruits and veggies.   

3. Be willing to take the rescued bird 
to our rescue vet: Roose Animal 
Hospital. (The vet bills and pellets 
will be paid for by the club.) 

4. Be willing to have prospective new 
owners come to your home to meet 
the bird when it’s ready for 
adoption to see how they interact 
with it.  A portion of the decision 
as to whether the bird is going to 
the correct home will be up to the 
foster parronts.  This is because 
you will have the best judgment of 

the bird’s personality and how it 
interacts with people.    

Once again, a great big thank you to 
all of our club members for their support of 
the monthly club raffles and donations of 
food and toys.  It is your participation that 
funds our rescue and allows us to send the 
adopted birds to their new homes with 
cages, food and toys.  Our rescue could not 
do this without you. 

PHONE FOLLIES! 

   
Well the phone never seems to stop 
ringing and some calls are just too, 
shall we say “good”, to not put in the 
newsletter.  Here are some of them: 

A woman wants to adopt a bird so she 
calls and asks what is in the rescue. I 
ask her what she wants. She says, “I 
need to see what you have.” I tell her 
that it doesn’t work that way.  She 
needs to know what she wants before 
she calls. She replies, “Well, how will I 
know what I want if I don’t see it.” I 
say that she has to know what “it” is. 
She says, ”But how will I know if it is 
the one unless I see it.”  The 
conversation was like an Abbott and 
Costello routine and went absolutely 
nowhere! 

Another person called and asked to 
see our facility.  I told him that we 
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don’t have a facility like he probably 
thinks we have.  He then replied, 
“Then where do you keep them?”  I 
told him that we keep them in foster 
homes, and that we don’t have a 
building. He then asked me for a list 
and a map so he can visit the foster 
homes to decide what bird he wants… 
preferably a pretty one! 

The best one was a gentleman called 
and was looking for a bird for his ten 
year old son.  He wanted one to teach 
his son responsibility.  So I asked 
what he had in mind. Without 
hesitation he said, “An Umbrella 
Cockatoo”.  I asked him, “Do you know 
anything about Umbrella Cockatoos?” 
He said, and I quote, “No, that is 
going to be his son’s responsibility.”  
So I asked him what is going to 
happen to this bird when his son 
becomes a teenager and no longer has 
any interest in the bird or gets 
involved in other activities in high 
school.  He said, “We’ll just have to 
deal with that when it happens.” He 
got a little mad at me when I told him 
that I would never ever put a bird in a 
situation like that, especially when you 
don’t even have a clue what you are 
getting into.  He then said, “Well I 
bet you get stuck with a lot of birds 
then.”  I just said, “Well not really, 
but I would rather get “stuck” with 
the bird for a while than to put it into 

that kind of situation.” He was not 
happy, but, oh well! 

Yes, we get some really “interesting” 
phone calls, and I am sure with the 
bigger events coming up, we will get 
even more! 

 
 

 
 
 

 

BIRTHDAY GREETINGS to: 
 
MATTHEW WISE                              AUG. 1 
LEO FENNELLY                                AUG. 7 
JEAN JEDRZEJEK                            AUG. 9 
KATHE COTE                                    AUG. 14 
MARILYNN STACEY                         AUG. 15 
LINDA MCCARTHY                           AUG. 17 
SUSAN JENISON                              AUG 20 
AMY FINGER                                     AUG 29 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

UP COMING  
EVENTS 

As of 
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July 14th, 2015 
 
 

Tuesday, July 14th, 2015  
Set-up 2:00pm, Start 3:00PM 
River Rouge Public Library 
221 Burke 
River Rouge, MI 48218 
 

Wednesday, July 15th, 2015 
Set-up at 1:00pm; Start at 2:00pm 
Westlake Health Campus 
10735 Boogie Lake Road 
Commerce Township, MI 48382 
 
Saturday, July 18th, 2015 
Set-up 1:00pm; Start at 2:00pm 
Brighton Gardens 
15870 Haggerty Road 
Plymouth, MI 48170 
 
Wednesday, July 22, 2015  
Set-up 12:30 pm; Show 1:30 pm 
Jewish Community Center 
Summer Camp Show 
15110 West 10 Mile Rd. 
Oak Park, MI 48237 
 
Friday, July 24th, 2015  
Set-up 12:30 PM; Show 1:30 PM 
American House Stone 
3741 South Adams 
Rochester Hills, MI 48309 
 
Saturday, July 25th, 2015 
Set-up 2:30pm; Start at 3:00pm  
NOTE: only 1/2 hour set-up 
Sunrise of Northville 
16100 Haggerty Road 
Plymouth, MI 48170 
 
Saturday, August 1st, 2015  
Set-up 1:30 pm; Start 2:30 pm 
Waltonwoods at Twelve Oaks 
27475 Huron Circle 
Novi, MI 48377 
 
Wednesday, August 12th, 2015  
Set-up Noon; Start 1:00pm 

American House East II 
18760 13 Mile Road 
Roseville, MI 48066 
  
Friday, August 14th, 2015  
Set-Up 12:30pm; Start 1:30pm 
Brookdale Brighton (was Emeritus) 
833 East Grand River Ave. 
Brighton, MI 48116 
 
Saturday, August 15th, 2015  
Set-up 1:00pm; Start at 2:00pm 
Fox Manor 
2350 Watkins Lake Road 
Waterford, MI 48328 
 
Tuesday, August 18th, 2015  
Set-up 9:00am; Start 10:00am 
Arkay Crossing 
15221 Eureka 
Southgate, MI 48195 
 
Ypsilanti Heritage Festival 
Friday, August 21st: Noon – 8:30 pm 
Saturday, August 22nd: 10 am - 8:30pm  
Sunday, August 23rd: 11am – 6 pm  
Riverside Park, Ypsilanti, MI 
 
Tuesday, August 25th, 2015 
Set-up 1:00pm; Start 2:00pm 
American House 
1660 South Venoy 
Westland, MI 48186 
 
Thursday; August 27th, 2015 
Set-up 10:00 am; Start; 11:00am 
Putnam Township Senior Center 
350 Mower 
Pinckney, MI 48169 
 
Saturday, September 12, 2015 
Society of Canary  
                  & Finch Breeders Bird Fair                                     
9 am to 4 pm - $3.00 Admission 
Livonia Elks Lodge # 2246 
31117 Plymouth Road 
Livonia, MI 48150 
***Our Club has a Booth at this Event*** 
 
Tuesday, September 15th, 2015  
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Set-up 1:00pm; Start at 2:00pm 
The Villa at Great Lakes Crossing 
22811 West Seven Mile Road 
Detroit, MI 48219 
 
Friday, September 18th, 2015 
Set-up 1:30 pm; Start at 2:30pm 
American House - Riverview 
20300 Fort Street 
Riverview, MI 48193 
 
Tuesday, September 22nd, 2015 
Set-up 1:30 pm; Start at 2:30 pm 
Colombiere Center-Clarkston (Jesuits)  
9075 Big Lake Road 
Clarkston, MI 48346 
 
Tuesday, Oct 6th, 2015  
AARP Meeting at Wayne County 
Community College 
in the Ray Mix Room 
21000 Northline 
Taylor, MI 48180 
11:30 AM Set-up; 12:30 PM Show 
 
Guardians for Animals Pet Expo 
Saturday, Oct 17th: 10 am – 5 pm 
Sunday, Oct. 18th: 11 am – 4 pm 
Madison Place 
876 Horace Brown Drive 
Madison Heights, MI 48071 
Set up on Friday 
 
NOVI PET EXPO 
Friday, Nov. 20th: Noon to 8pm 
Saturday, Nov. 21st: 10am to 8pm 
Sunday, Nov. 22nd: 11am to 5pm 
Suburban Collection Showplace 
46100 Grand River 
Novi, MI 48374 
Set up on Thursday, No. 20th at 9 am 
 

We will be setting up on Thursday 
Nov. 19th most likely around 9:00 am.  
Please remember no birds will be allowed 
through the front door. 
 
***NOTE******NOTE******NOTE*** 

 There has been some confusion from 
the loyal readers of Bird Droppings as to 
which events they are allowed to bring their 
own bird(s).   
We want everyone to be aware that when 
you see the line following the event listed: 
 
 ***Our Club Has a Booth at This Event*** 
 
or “Educational Show” preceding an event 
listing, it means we are attending the event 
in an official capacity representing our club 
and rescue.  At these events all club 
members are welcomed to bring their 
feathered companions with them.  Also 
please note that our space is very limited at 
some of these events. Don’t let this stop you 
from joining us though. We will find a way 
for you and your birdie buddy to fit in and 
enjoy the fun. 
 

 
 
 

DON’T FORGET THE PICNIC! 
Next month, Sunday, Aug. 30th is our 

annual picnic at Garden City Park at Cherry 
Hill and Merriman.  Enter the park from 
Cherry Hill and follow the road around until 
you see Dave and Tammy at the large 
pavilion at the east end by the restrooms. 

The Club is providing the meat and 
buns. Everyone is to bring items to pass and 
your own beverage. (There will be a cooler 
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with water and ice.) We recommend that you 
leave your pets at home unless they are used 
to being outside in the wind and weather.  
Wings’ MUST be clipped and smaller lighter 
birds should stay home. We don’t want any 
accidental fly offs. The picnic is from 10ish 
until we’re tired of each other’s company. 
 
 
 
 

How to find an avian 
veterinarian 
By Don J. Harris,DVM 
 

One of the first 
responsibilities you have as a pet 
owner is obtaining quality medical 
care for your bird. The process of 
finding a qualified veterinarian, 

who is educated, trained and experienced in 
treating birds, is often more difficult than you initially 
might think. Perseverance and some good common 
sense on your part can result in finding a 
veterinarian who is skilled in treating your bird.  
Here are some methods you can use. 
 
Yellow Pages 

 While this may be the easiest method, an 
ad in the yellow pages does not necessarily qualify 
the practitioner to treat your bird. The American 
Veterinary Medical Association (AVMA) allows the 
term “specialist” by only those veterinarians who 
have fulfilled certain defined criteria in that 
specialty. Beyond that, yellow page ads can reflect 
marketing skills more than veterinary competence. 

 
Association Rosters 

 Many pet owners check association rosters 
for qualified veterinarians. For example, the 
American Board of Veterinary Practitioners (ABVP) 
is a veterinary certifying organization that requires 
its members to prove competence in order to 
belong. Within ABVP, there is the “Avian Practice” 
category of specialization. Veterinarians who 
complete this certification process are recognized 
by the AVMA as true specialists. These individuals 
are identified by the title ABVP, Avian Practice, 
DVM behind their names. Generally, bird owners 

can trust these practitioners to provide competent 
care for their birds. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Pet Suppliers’ Recommendations 
  Pet retail stores or breeders will often 
recommend a veterinarian they work with on a 
regular basis. Their recommendations may be 
based on positive experiences with this particular 
veterinarian’s care and treatment. On the other 
hand, pet suppliers occasionally have relationships 
with veterinarians based on discounted services in 
exchange for referrals. While this business 
relationship is not in itself bad, bird owners should 
be advised to verify the veterinarian’s credentials. 
 
Word-of-Mouth Recommendations 
  This is one of the best ways of finding a 
competent avian veterinarian. If a veterinarian’s 
own clients are making recommendations, there 
must be a reason why. 
Unfortunately, these personal recommendations 
are not always available, especially if you recently 
moved into the area and don’t know anyone to ask. 
 
Colleague Recommendations 
  This is probably the best and most 
consistently reliable method, but it demands a little 
sleuthing on your part. Here are the steps you can 
follow: 
• Identify and call veterinarians in the yellow pages 
who 
DO NOT claim to be avian specialists. 
• Call to ask if they will see your bird. If they agree, 
thank them and move on. 
• If they decline, ask whom they would recommend. 
• Continue this process until you get enough 
answers to form a consensus. The veterinarian 
whose name was recommended the most often is 
the veterinarian most recognized by his colleagues 
for competence with exotic birds.  
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Congratulations! Through hard work and 
some common sense, you may have found just the 
right veterinarian for you and your bird. 

This article reprinted with permission from Zupreem© 
 
                       
 

 
 
 
 
 



- 13 - 

 

-8- 

 



- 14 - 

 
 
 

 
 
 

     Free discount card                                    Open 7-Days          
available to club members       Ask about our birdie day spa treatment 

 

DISCOUNT PET & SUPPLIES 
Specializing in Exotic Birds & Cages 

1623 Middlebelt Rd. Livonia, MI 48154 
734-513-6060 

http://www.discountpetbirdstore.com/ 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
ROOSE ANIMAL HOSPITAL 

Kevin Roose, D.V.M. * Karen Knight, D.V.M. 
509 W. Ann Arbor Trail * Plymouth, MI 48170 

734-451-2870 
 

 
 
 

 
WARREN WOODS VETERINARY HOSPITAL 

29157 Schoenherr * Warren, MI 48314 
586-751-3350 

 
 
 
 

 
SOUTHGATE ANIMAL HOSPITAL 

Keith Cook, D.V.M. * Elieen Cook, D.V.M. 
13697 Dix-Toledo Rd* Southgate, MI 48195 

734-284-9122 
 

 
ANIMAL EMERGENCY CENTER 

24360 Novi Road * Novi, MI 48375 
248-348-1788 

265 E. 2nd St. * Rochester, MI 48307 
248-651-1788 

Both Locations are open 24 hours a Day 
7 Days a Week 

www.theanimalemergencycenter.com 
 
 

 
OAKLAND VETERINARY EMERGENCY GROUP 

1400 Telegraph Rd * Bloomfield Hills, MI 48302 
248-334-6877 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

BIRDMAMA’S BIRD SITTING 
SERVICE 

Are you going out of town or on vacation? Do you have a 
feathered friend that needs to stay at home? Susan can help you. 

She will shower your bird(s) with TLC in her home. 
For more information on rates and care specifics, contact by 

phone or e-mail                       
Susan Dixon 

                  1-248-330-6938 
            susanhdixon@hotmail.com   
                   References provided upon request  
           

 
 

FASHIONISTA WEAR 
Custom Handmade Clothing, Hair and Body Jewelry 

Anything Parrot-ty 
Custom Parrot Accessories  

Cage Covers, Shoulder Capes 
 or anything else you might think of 

Text, Message or Call me and ask 
If I can make it I will 

                         Lanah Harris 
                         1- 734-502-3751              
 

http://www.discountpetbirdstore.com/
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Parkway Small Animal & Exotic       

Hospital  
39321 Garfield 

Clinton Township, MI 48038 
586-416-8800 

 
 
 

 
Veterinary Care Specialists 

205 Rowe Road 
Milford, MI 48380 

248-684-0468 
Open 24 Hours A Day 7 Days A Week 

 
 

 
 

    MURALS 
    AND OTHER 

 CREATIONS                  
 BY  MARY KAY PERVA 
        734-207-0489 
 
 
 

 
SPECIALTY PET SUPPLIES, INC. 

1449 W. Ann Arbor Road * Plymouth, MI 48170 
734-453-6930 

Fax:  734-453-7127 
M-F 10-7:30 * Sat 10-6 * Sun 12-4 

 
 
 

 
 

 

MUGSHOTS and MOUSE PADS 
Species specific coffee mugs, mouse pads and other parrot 

paraphernalia 
                         Cheryl Hitter 
                          734-422-2804 
   *Put your pet’s picture on a mug or mouse pad* 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

PRODUCTS FOR SALE 
 

UV LIGHTING, HEATERS, VITIMINS AND 
OTHER SUPPLIES for your BIRDS, FISH and 

REPTILES 
 

VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT 

zoomed.com 
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Animal Crackers 
1100 N. Old US 23 * Hartland, MI 48843 

 

810-632-3344 
 

 
 
 
 

 
NORTH BRANCH ANIMAL HOSPITAL 

17630 Twelve Mile Road * Southfield, MI 48076 
248-557-7773 

 
 
 
 
 
 

                              For Birds of all Sizes 

 
The Industry Pioneer of Quality                                                                                                                                                           

Broad Natural Low Fat Nutrition® 

All at a Cost Less than Seed 

Because Crazy Corn® expands and seed is 60% waste! 
We’ve made it easy to prevent the most common cause 
of bird death- malnutrition from a seed diet. Cook ahead 
monthly, freeze baggies, keep some in the fridge to 
serve instantly. Superior breeding, lustrous feathering. 
Self-weans chicks. Shining health. Generous chunky 
fruits, veggies, whole grains, exciting herbs, pastas, 
beans, legumes, melon seeds, nuts, and more! Ecstatic 
birds!                1-800-BIRD YUM 

in California (818) 503-4YUM. Fax (818) 765-4895 

SPECIAL BREEDER PRICING 

 
 
 
 
 



- 1 - 

                                                                                                                                                                                               
This newsletter 

 Devoted to pet bird                                                                                                             
Enthusiasts is                                                                                               

Published monthly by  
    The Rainbow Feathers  
    Bird Club of Michigan 

A 501(c) (3) club 
 

August 2015                                                                                                
Volume 18 Issue 8 

Bird Droppings 

       
 
UPCOMING MEETING 
DATES: 
AUGUST 30th – Fifth Sunday-Picnic 
SEPT 27th   ------Fourth Sunday 
OCT. 25th ------- Fourth Sunday 
 
 
RAINBOW FEATHERS BIRD CLUB 
Who we are and what we are about 
 Non Profit club with members throughout the 

tri-county area, single bird owners, or just 
thinking of getting a bird, families, breeders, 
exhibitors, all are welcome. 

 Support scholarships for avian vet students 
 Yearly Bird Fair 
 Yearly Pet Expo 
 Club Library for members 
 Grooming available 
 Avian rescue/relocation programs 
 Monthly meetings with programs of interest to 

members. 
 Monthly newsletter 
 Periodic Service projects 
 Field Trips 
 Educational Programs upon request 
 Make-it-take-it workshops 
    And more……. 
Come join us and have your feathers preened by 
other Pet Bird Enthusiasts 

 
Rainbow Feathers Bird Club Elected Officers: 
President – Dave Carol 734-422-5981 
 Email – sweettweeters@comcast.net 
Vice President – Steve Plafchan 734-513-0030 
 Email – splafchan@twmi.rr.com  
Secretary – Kathe Cote 313-728-2211 
 Email – gardenfrog1967@yahoo.com  
Treasurer and Membership Secretary – 
 Tammy Carol 734-422-5981 
 Email – sweettweeters@comcast.net  
Board of Trustees –  
 Henry Jedrzejek-734-427-3187 
            E-mail bigduke@comcast.net  
            Mary Perva 517-618-7008 
            Susan Dixon 248-330-6938 
            Email- susanhdixon@hotmail.com 

                               
ALL HEALTHY AND CLIPPED BIRDS ARE ALWAYS 
WELCOME TO ACCOMPANY THEIR HUMAN 
COMPANIONS TO THE MONTHLY MEETINGS.  WE 
MEET AT THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH, 6443 
MERRIMAN ROAD BETWEEN FORD AND WARREN 
IN GARDEN CITY.  MEETINGS START AT 2:00 PM. 
 
Anyone interested in becoming a member please 
contact Tammy Carol @ 734-422-5981 or by e-mail 
sweettweeters@comcast.net  

mailto:sweettweeters@comcast.net
mailto:sweettweeters@comcast.net
mailto:bigduke@comcast.net
mailto:msusan@comcast.net
mailto:sweettweeters@comcast.net
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Steve Plafchan is now doing the newsletter.  All ads 
and articles will be due the 1st of the month for 
publishing in the current month’s newsletter.  
Please send all items to him at 11021 Henry Ruff, 
Livonia, MI 48150 or email them to him at 
splafchan@twmi.rr.com 
 
Everyone is encouraged to submit articles for the 
newsletter – this is YOUR newsletter. 
 
Articles and/or pictures copied from other 
publications must be accompanied with written 
permission from original publication and author; this 
needs to be provided to the editor along with the 
article and/or picture. 
 
Editor reserves the right to approve and/or edit any 
articles submitted prior to publication. 
 
Ads will be run free for members having a one-time 
sale (baby birds, etc.).  Those wishing to run ads 
multiple times or for a business must purchase a 
business membership. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 Ask owner’s permission to handle/feed 

bird(s) and remember to return bird to the 
owner. 

 Wash hands prior/after bird handling. 
 When bringing companion birds to club 

meetings, only bring birds that you have had 
vet checked and in your possession for at 
least 30 days. 

 Clean up after yourself and your bird(s) 
before you leave. 

 

 

CLUB WELFARE 
Please contact Jean Jedrzejek at 734-427-3187 or 
e-mail her at bigduke@comcast.net if you know of 
any club member who is in the hospital or has lost 
a loved one. 
 

 
 

Monthly Potluck 
Early last year, we stopped soliciting 
volunteers to bring food to our meetings.  
Instead, it was agreed that the format be a 
potluck venue.  We ask that “Everyone”, 
please join in and contribute a main dish, 
veggie, salad, or dessert. Our meetings will 
be a potluck fair enjoyed by one and all.  
 

 
 

From the prez: 
 

What a great meeting I 
hope everyone had fun playing 
bag-it-bingo I did and I even walked away 
with something, how did that happen! 
Anyway it was great fun and everyone 
wanted the mysterious noise making bag. I 
believe that it is important to have some 
meetings where we set aside all the serious 
business and just have fun. It keeps things 
light and shows that we have not only a 
sense of humor but a sense of fun as well. 
Too many times I have seen organizations 
get too caught up in the “serious side” of 
things and it removes the fun aspect and 
makes the meetings just another thing I have 
to do or drives people away. We do not want 
that to happen and I have told Tammy that if 
this stops being fun I will walk away. 
Thankfully I don’t have to do that and I do 
not see that happening ever. You guys make 
it fun and you keep it light, I mean there is 
enough seriousness we don’t need any more.  
This brings me to our first major event the 
Ypsilanti Heritage Festival the 21st 22nd 
and 23rd of August and I am putting in my 

mailto:bigduke@comcast.net
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order for good weather because this is an 
outdoor event. We need help on Friday 
morning for the set-up at 8 AM and it 
officially starts at noon and goes until 9 PM. 
Then on Saturday 10 AM until 9 PM. 
Finally Sunday 11 AM until 6 PM and the 
tear down. If you have never been, it is an 
insane, crazy, wonderful three days of meet 
and greets photos and carnival food!!! We 
are such a hit that they sent us an Email 
making sure we were coming calling us an 
asset to the festival.  So come on out and be 
ready to be totally amazed at what happens 
over that three days. I never worry because 
the members always exceed my expectations 
when it comes to pitching in and working 
these events and the public notices it in a big 
way!! So put these dates on your calendar 
and as always YOU GUYS ROCK!!!!!! 

                                     Until Next Time  
                                     Your Prez 
                                     Dave 

 
        Voice of the Veep 
For the first time ever I 

happened to select a non-
defective bingo card, what I mean by that is 
my card was getting bingos and I was 
selecting prizes.  Sadly though, all the prizes 
I was able to amass from bingos were 
pilfered by other players, as usual.  That 
result did not diminish an enjoyable meeting 
in any shape or form. 
 August is a busy month for us not 
only is there many senior shows but we also 
have the Ypsilanti Heritage Festival on the 
21st, 22nd and 23rd of August. We especially 
need help setting up at 8:00am on the 

morning of the 21st but that isn’t all.  This 
festival is an outdoor event and is one of our 
largest fundraisers; the crowd is enormous.  
Help is needed watching birds, taking 
pictures, chatting with people and talking 
about our club & rescue.  Then the next 
weekend is our club’s annual picnic.  The 
club supplies the hot dogs and burgers and 
the members are to bring a dish to share.  
Yes Chef Dave will be doing the grilling of 
the burgers and dogs as usual. 
 Keep your eyes on the upcoming 
events on the web site for the latest updates 
of events and shows or you can always call 
me if you don’t have internet access.  We 
have also created a new Facebook® page 
titled “Rainbow Feathers Bird Club & 
Rescue” this page has rapidly become a 
source for people to post lost and found 
parrots and general information about their 
own birds.  It’s now over the one-hundred 
likes count so if you’re on Facebook® go to 
our page and like us. 
                                                 Your Veep 
                                                  Steve   
 

 
 
Ypsilanti Heritage Festival 
 As most of you know we are putting 
up a pop-up at the three day festival.  This 
will be our sixth year doing this multi-day 
outdoor event under a pop-up.  We have 
two spaces this year one for us to meet 
and greet the public. The second is for a 
quiet spot for the birds.  Even if you didn’t 
sign up to help, come to the festival and 
visit our booth.  It’s sure to be a good 
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time.  Anyone who would like more 
information about where our pop-up will 
be or details about where to park feel free 
to call Steve at 734-513-0030 
 The festival runs from Aug. 21st to Aug. 
23rd noon till 8:30PM on Friday, 10AM till 
8:30PM on Sat, and 11AM till 6PM on Sun. 

SEE YOU THERE! 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Out and About with 
Pookie 

 
 Greetings and 

salutations to everyone it’s good to be back.  
Now that Steve is hale and healthy we (JB, 
Sparky and I) have been going for car rides 
and attending fairs and festivals just like we 
did in years past.  Regardless of how much 
we enjoy being out among the public it is 
painfully obvious to me that our educational 

effort has suffered over the past few years 
during Steve’s incapacitation.   
 Now don’t misunderstand me I’m still 
the star and everyone still thinks I’m a baby 
bird and I still get all the  “she’s so cute and 
snuggly” comments.  The issue is the basic 
companion bird knowledge of care, handling 
and feeding that I have been preaching about 
for many years.  Everybody seems to have 
forgotten everything.  The most irritating 
statements that I hear all the time is in 
reference to the weather. 

Its summertime and here in Michigan 
and it’s pretty hot and humid at midday and 
through the afternoon.  The number of 
people that approach us and remark 
casually; “Being tropical birds I’ll bet they 
just love this heat and humidity” no! No we 
don’t.  We don’t live outside; we live inside 
an air conditioned climate controlled house.  
We enjoy a temperature of about seventy-
five degrees with low humidity, just because 
our ancestors lived in the tropics doesn’t 
mean we like tropical weather. 

When we’re outside in the summer 
Steve takes every precaution for our 
wellbeing, he brings water, looks for shade 
to sit in and monitors our body heat by 
feeling our feet and making sure we aren’t 
panting.  The same consideration takes place 
in the spring and fall when the weather is 
much cooler; if Steve is cold sitting outside 
with just a t-shirt on he assumes it’s too cold 
for us. 

It is very important that when you are 
taking your feathered companions outside 
that you prepare for the weather.  You have 
to ensure they have plenty of cool water, 
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food in case they get hungry and shade to 
help keep them cool.  There is one more 
important item that Steve always has with 
him when we venture forth to fairs and 
festivals; a basic birdy first aid kit.  He is 
prepared with everything needed to trim 
wings or nails, quick stop and forceps just in 
case there is a broken blood feather and 
Band-Aids® just in case he gets a little frisky 
and we have to reprimand him to behave 
himself.      
                                   Chirps and Squawks 
                                             Pookie 
 
 
 
   

Just when you think 
it’s safe to answer the 
phone you get calls like 
this: 
I want to adopt a parrot, 

not a Conure or a Macaw but a parrot. I say, 
but they are all parrots. He says, no they 
don’t have parrot after their name. I say then 
what are they, to which he replies “tropical 
birds”. He continues I want one of those 
green parrots, to which I say, an Amazon 
Parrot? He says yeah those are real parrots 
because they are green. OK I’ll get right on 
that, (I don’t think so). 
A woman calls and wants to see what is in 
the rescue. I ask her what exactly do you 
want? She says, Well I don’t know I have to 
see it first. I tell her we don’t work that way 
you have to tell us exactly what you want 
we are not Kmart or Wal-Mart you can’t 
come shopping. She then informs me that 

she is well versed in birds and needs to see 
all of them so she can see the one she wants. 
I again have to tell her it doesn’t work that 
way and all of your other cage bird rescues 
operate the same. She calls me rude and 
hangs up on me but not before cussing me 
out. Wow now who’s rude! 
An older woman calls and asks if this is the 
bird rescue I tell her yes and this is when the 
fun begins. She goes into a tirade about all 
the Canadian Geese all over her front lawn 
and I have to interrupt her and tell her we 
don’t do wildlife and we can’t help her. She 
then says what am I supposed to do they’re 
Sh**ing (fill in the blank) all over my lawn. 
I tell her there is nothing anyone can do 
unless the DNR can help but we only do 
cage birds. She then mumbles something 
and slams the phone down. 
All of these have happen within a four day 
span, and further proves “you can’t fix 
stupid”. 

 
      Rambling with 
Rambo  

 
Well here it is another 
wonderful (HOT) Saturday 

morning.  I have a couple of things of my 
little, though superior, mind.  Let’s start 
here. 
Michael and I just finished listening to that 
Canadian radio show. Nothing to inspire me 
today.  As I was saying, another Saturday 
morning.  Daddy, and I, are all set for 
another Show.  This is our third one this 
week.  So the time of year is here when we 
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will be super busy. I’m looking forward to 
Ypsi. 
My, oh my. Tammy is sure piling them up 
this year. And we love it. 
That reminds me of this song by a Willie 
something. “On the road again. I can’t wait 
to get on the road again… Goin places I 
never been. Seeing things I may never see 
again. I just can’t wait to get on the road 
again.”  Well, that certainly describes the 
Rainbow Feathers bunch.  I love every 
minute of it, well most of the time.  And my. 
Dave, and Steve, have sure been busy. Go 
Rescue Rangers. 
Here is the next thing I’ve been thinking 
about.  Daddy has another one of his crazy 
ideas.  He has been looking at strollers. 
What now?  He said, “I want to find one that 
is just right for you guys.”  Oh gaud. “Hey 
Michael. News flash. I’m no baby. I’m 24.  
Packo can ride in that thing.”  But Michael 
keeps saying, “Rambo, you guys will have 
fun. I’ll put a food, and water, dish in there.  
You like taking walks with me. And, you 
can ride with Packo.”  “Ok dad. This is 
another one of those crazy things you are 
going to make me do, whatever.  But I’m 
still not wearing that harness thing.”  Then 
Michael said, “You both will wear one. Like 
it or not. It is for your own good.”  “Gaud, 
he has really lost it this time.” 
Last item:  I’m sure you were all surprised 
that Packo, and me, didn’t have a column 
last month.  Well, here is what happened.  
Both of Michael’s computers were in the 
shop.  He has an old third one. But, Steve 
said to not mail them. 
So Michael was using Mommy’s.  It is one 
of them MacBook things.  They are ok for 
surfing the web.  But, they don’t make 
documents that Steve’s computer can 
understand.  So, his machine could not 
interpret it. 

As always, Have Fun, (try to) Be Good, and 
Never Forget, Macaws Rule. 
 

 
 

 
 
 

DON’T FORGET THE PICNIC! 
Next month, Sunday, Aug. 30th is our 

annual picnic at Garden City Park at Cherry 
Hill and Merriman.  Enter the park from 
Cherry Hill and follow the road around until 
you see Dave and Tammy at the large 
pavilion at the east end by the restrooms. 

The Club is providing the meat and 
buns. Everyone is to bring items to pass and 
your own beverage. (There will be a cooler 
with water and ice.) We recommend that you 
leave your pets at home unless they are used 
to being outside in the wind and weather.  
Wings’ MUST be clipped and smaller lighter 
birds should stay home. We don’t want any 
accidental fly offs. The picnic is from 10ish 
until we’re tired of each other’s company. 
 
 

 
 
 

BITS from 
BABY 
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Howdy all my feathered and non-

feathered members, I’m here with the 
Latest and Greatest news. 

July’s meeting had sixty-one 
people there, fifty-one members, 10 
guests and five joined our flock. There 
were twenty-seven feathered members, 
as follows with four African Grays, five 
Macaws, and six Cockatoos, plus twelve 
other Parrots.  

Well guys hang on to your 
feathers because from August thru 
November it is going to be BUSY BUSY 
BUSY! We have education programs 
almost three times a week plus the big 
ones like the outdoor one in Ypsilanti for 
three days and then the Novi Pet Expo 
also a three day indoor event, I‘m 
looking forward to that one because it’s 
my favorite. I’ll be there for most of the 
time meeting a lot of new friends. 

 
Well that's all for now.  

       God bless, till we meet again, 
                                   Your friend,          

                                                 Baby 
 >< >< >< >< >< >< >< >< >< >< >< >< ><  
 

 
     
    
                    
     

 

                                    
           
 
 

Sometimes it happens and we get a 
twofer, you know two for the price of one 
and that is exactly what happened here. The 
Rangers were summoned to a place called 
Harrison Township for a Sun Conure and 
Goffin Cockatoo. Now sometimes things 
change and life has a way of throwing us a 
curve ball and that is exactly what happened 
here. Their curve ball was moving to another 
part of the country to a place that did not 
allow pets let alone two very vocal ones. So 
they had to re-home their guys before they 
re-homed themselves. So it was with a very 
heavy heart they gave both birds over to the 
rangers. Both birds were well cared for but 
as always their diet was something that 
needed to be changed. They were fed the 
normal pet shop parrot diet, yes you guessed 
it Sunflower, Safflower and peanuts with 
some other seeds put in there as filler and 
some crazily dyed seeds (I think to make it 
pretty) of different colors. To further entice 
you they labeled it vitamin fortified but it 
should be called fat fortified but that’s a 
different article. So with the birds in hand, 
hey this time its two in the hand not one, and 
were headed home. Both birds amazingly 
were OK, no liver or other problems 
associated with such a high fat diet. They 
got lucky!!!! It wasn’t long before both birds 
found their forever home and were now 
eating a super diet. A moment to relax but 
only a short moment because the calls keep 
coming in but that is OK they can handle it 
for they are THE RESCUE 
RANGERS!!!!! 
 
Stay tuned for our stupendous new adventure The 
Sun Rises Over the Hills of Farmington! 
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Avast ye Mates          

 CAPTAINS   

  CORNER 

 
I AM GETTING SO EXCITED!!!!!!  

The outdoor events will be coming up soon 
and soon all eyes will be marveling at our 
extreme good looks.  We (all of us feathered 
guys) are the ones they come to see but 
recently I have heard my pet human say that 
it is a lot of work but fun.  Excuse me work 
for whom? We are the ones constantly going 
from one person to another, dealing with 
sticky fingered kids and goofy adults. Then 
there are the really scary people who have 
done things to their bodies that even Jerry 
Springer would not feature on his show. 
Don’t even get me started about the just 
plain stupid who act as though they spent the 
night in the beer tent. Still it is not all bad 
there are so many wonderful people out 
there who treat us like royalty and marvel at 
our beauty. Still there are those special 
moments that make it all worthwhile and 
keep us doing what we are doing. So please 
look in the upcoming events and hang out 
with me and my homebirds you’ll have a 
blast. Oh and before I forget to mention it 
you get to eat carnival food that alone makes 
it worthwhile. So plan on joining us for the 

events that are coming up you’ll be glad you 
did!! 

 
                                              Cheers  
                                    Captain Morgan  
 
 
 

PONDERIN’ WITH PACKO 
 

 
 
Well summer is here. 
Over at my house it has 
been very hot. Michael 
said he doesn’t like air 

conditioning.  He also said, “But I will run it 
for you guys. You guys are special.” 
Rambo has been telling me about all the fun 
he has been having. Rambo also told me that 
Michael has him running all over the place.  
Sorry guys. I like my house, with my toys.  I 
really not interested in going places. Daddy 
keeps trying to pick me up.  I don’t like 
being held.  Someday I’ll let him bring me 
to visit you all. 
Rambo said he really looking forward to 
those outside events. Michael told me, 
“Rambo is going to wear a leash this year.” 
Daddy you are dreaming again. You know 
how we birds feel about wearing a leash. We 
don’t like it. 
Michael keeps telling my nails are getting 
like eagles claws.  He insists that I will go to 
the vet for a trim, of both my nails, and 
wings.  Excuse me. You are going to get bit 
big time when you do pick me up. For now, 
I will come out and play when I want to. I 
do enjoy sitting on the door to my cage and 
looking outside.  
Oh yeah, Michael keeps telling me I need a 
bath, because I itch.  We will see about that. 
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Really? Me splash around in water? I don’t 
think so. 
Really not much is happening around here.  
Rambo sure is an attention hog. He wants to 
be on Michael all the time.  Daddy has been 
making him stay at his cage a couple of 
times a day.  Daddy said it is nice to spend 
some time alone with me.  
Get this. Michael has been begging Mommy 
for another bird. The nerve of him. I am all 
the bird he needs, thank you.  Now he wants 
a Cape Parrot.  We all know that is not 
going to happen.  He has not found one to 
sneak into the house, while she is gone.  
Michael you are going to get into BIG 
TROUBLE, if you do. 
What else has been happening? Daddy 
bought me some new toys. I destroyed some 
of the others.  I hate when he takes a broken 
toy out, of my cage. I try to attack his hand.  
“Hey dude, that is mine. There is still some 
more to chew on .” 
Well I’m getting tired. Rambo is asking for 
a nap. If he isn’t eating, he’s sleeping. Until 
next month, everyone have a good summer, 
and lots of fun. Packo Bird. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NOT SO COZY HUT!!!! 

This is a tale of warning for all bird 
owners, now there are frayed toys that we 
can see and replace but what about we can’t 
see?  Well this involves a Cozy Hut, 
Snuggle hut or Sleepy Hut, I have seen all 
the different names and I am sure there are 
more but you know what they are.  In case 
you don’t they are the fabric triangular bird 
hideaways that many people hang in their 
birds cages and the birds seem to love them.  
Many of them are made with two pieces of 
fabric on each side to make them soft and 
comfy.  Here lies the problem.  While you 
can see the outside just fine the inside 
remains hidden and if you do not inspect 
them on a regular basis tragedy can strike.  
This just happened not so long ago to a 
couple who lost their Sun Conure because 
he got tangled up on the frayed inner layer 
of its Cozy hut.  He strangled himself 
because he panicked and continued to wrap 
the threads around his neck.  They sadly 
found him tangled on the inside of the hut 
and were too late. So if you use these please 
check them inside and out to prevent a 
tragedy like this! 

                                       Dave 
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BIRTHDAY GREETINGS TO: 
 
DANIELLE MILLER                          9/1 
BRIAN PLAGEN                               9/3 
JULIE KAMINSKI                              9/8 
SUE WILHELM                                  9/8 
WILL SOPHA                                  9/10 
MALINA PASEK                              9/12 
MATT COPIJA                                 9/17 
SHERYL COPIJA                             9/23 
JEFF COTE                                     9/23 
CELESTE MARKEY                         9/25 
KATHY MOUNSEY                           9/25 
MARY PERVA                                  9/27 
JENNIFER NICHOLSON-FARIS      9/29 
 
 

 CLUB T-SHIRTS 
 

Good news!  Tracy 
Hilka who is Bella 

Embroidery is now going to make our club 
shirts.  The price for t-shirts, including our 
logo embroidered on it, is $10.00 for sm. to 
xl and $12.50 for 2xl to 5xl.  These are 
Gildan brand #8000 50/50 t-shirts, there are 
lots of colors. 

What you do is go to her website.  
 www.sportswearcollection.com/bellaemb 
Then type Gildan in the search box (this will 
put you on the Gildan page). 
Look down the page and find Gildan 
DryBlend 50/50 T-shirts #8000 
Click on the icon and this will open the page 
with all the colors and sizes. 
Choose your size and color(s) and add it to 
your Cart. 
On the cart page there is a place for 
comments when you place your order, in 

this box tell Tracy you would like your shirt 
embroidered with the  
Rainbow Feathers Bird Club Logo 
When she receives your order she will send 
you a PayPal ® invoice 
In a short time you will receive your new 
club shirt in the mail. 
 If you don’t have internet access or a 
PayPal ® account you can contact me, Steve 
Plafchan and we’ll figure out a solution to 
get you a shirt. 
 She has many items available (hats, 
tote bags, etc.) that she can put our logo on 
if you wish.  She has given us a catalog full 
of things you can order, all the prices are 
retail and she receives a wholesale price so  
you will have to talk to her about pricing. (IE 
prices will be less than what’s listed in the 
catalog.) 

  RESCUE UPDATE 
 There were 

two adoptions this past 
month Teddy a military 
Macaw and an Eclectus 

parrot.  Both of these birds went to their 
new homes with a good health report from 
the vet, and were on a pellet food diet. 
  Our thanks again go out to all of our club 
members for making the rescue the 
success it is.  We couldn’t do it without 
your assistance, donations and 
participation in our monthly raffles. 
Thank You Thank You Thank You 
 

UP COMING  

http://www.sportswearcollection.com/bellaemb
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EVENTS 
As of 

August 3rd 2015 
 
August 12th           Senior Show 
                     American House East II 
                        18760 13 Mile Rd. 
                       Roseville MI 48006 
                               Noon Set-up 
                             1:00 PM Show 
 
August 14th      Senior Show 
           Brookdale Brighton (was Emeritus) 
                         833 East Grand River Ave. 
                            Brighton, MI 48116 
                                12:30PM Set-up 
                                 1:30PM Show 
 
August 15th            Senior Show 
                                Fox Manor 
                       2350 Watkins Lake Rd. 
                        Waterford, MI 48328 
                          1:00 PM Set-up 
                           2:00 PM Start 
 
August 18th        Bird Show 
                         Arkay Crossing 
                               15221 Eureka  
                      Southgate MI 48195 
                            9:00 AM Set-up 
                          10:00 AM Show 
 
August 21st    Ypsilanti Heritage Festival 
August 22nd     Riverside Park 
August 23rd    Friday Noon- 830PM 
                        Saturday 10-8:30 PM 
                        Sunday    11-6 PM 
 
August 25th     Senior Show 
                    American House 
                  1660 South Venoy 

                   Westland, MI 48186 
                          1:00 PM Set-up 
                           2:00 PM Start 
 
 
August 27th        Senior Show 
               Putnam Township Senior Center 
                            350 Mower 
                     Pinckney, MI 48169 
                          10:00 AM Set-up 
                           11:00 AM Start 
 
 
Sept .9th                 Senior Show 
                       Presbyterian Village 
   In the Rose Cottage (we are assuming the 
show will be in the same building but we 
aren’t sure) 
                       32151 Cherry Hill Rd.  
                      Westland MI. 48186 
                          2:00 PM Set-up 
                           3:00 PM Start 
 
Sept. 12th    Society of Canary and Finch 
                                 Breeders 
                                 Bird Fair 
                     $3.00 Adm. 9AM to 4 PM 
                      Livonia Elks Lodge #2246 
                         31117 Plymouth Rd. 
                            Livonia, MI 48150 
***Our Club Has a Booth at This Event*** 
 
 
 
Sept. 13th    Walled Lake Pet Awareness Day 
            (Moving back to original location  
                               on Maple) 
                     1499 E West Maple Rd. 
                   Walled Lake, MI 48390 
                  Set-up starts at 9:00AM 
                     Starts at 11:00 AM 
                      Ends at 4:00 PM 
            (We will be putting up our Pop-up  
                               for this one)  
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Sept. 15th           Senior Show 
                  (Was Redford Geriatric) 
            The Villa at Great Lakes Crossing 
                    22811 West Seven Mile Road 
                          Detroit, MI 48219 
                          1:00 PM Set-up 
                           2:00 PM Start 
 
 
Sept. 18th             Senior Show 
                  American House- Riverview 
                        20300 Fort Street 
                        Riverview, MI 48193 
                          1:30 PM Set-up 
                           2:30 PM Start 
 
 
Sept. 19th             Senior Show 
                    Waltonwoods at University 
                      3250 Walton Blvd.  
                  Rochester Hills MI 48309 
                          1:00 PM Set-up 
                           2:00 PM Start 
 
 
Sept. 22nd               Bird Show 
               Colombiere Center Clarkston 
                          (Jesuit Priests) 
                      9075 Big Lake Rd. 
                      Clarkston, MI 48346 
                          1:30 PM Set-up 
                           2:30 PM Start 
Sept. 26th     Senior Show 
                   Huron Woods 
                5361 McAuley Dr. 
               Ann Arbor, MI 48106 
                      1:30 PM Set-up 
                     2:30 PM Start 
 
 
Sept.29th      Senior Show 
                Henry Ford Village 

                     Main Lobby 
                 15051 Ford Rd. 
              Dearborn, MI 48126 
                 9:00 AM Set-up 
                10:00 AM Start 
 
 
Sept. 30th     Senior Show 
            Village Manor- Hartland 
             9501 East Highland Rd. 
                      Howell MI 48843 
                          2:00 PM Set-up 
                           3:00 PM Start 
 
 
Oct 6th           Educational Show 
              AARP Meeting at Wayne County 
                       Community College 
                       in the Ray Mix Room 
                            21000 Northline 
                             Taylor, MI 48180 
                            11:30 AM   Set-up 
                            12:30 PM  Show 
 
 
Oct 14th             Senior Show 
                American House Livonia 
                 11525 Farmington Rd. 
                      Livonia, MI 48150 
                          1:00 PM Set-up 
                           2:00 PM Start 
 
 
 
 Oct 17th & 18th  
                                  Guardians for Animals 
                                   Pet Expo 
                              Madison Place 
                      876 Horace Brown Drive 
                   Madison Heights, MI  48071 
                Sat Times 10 AM to 5 PM 
                Sun Times 11 AM to 4 PM 
We hopefully will be setting up on Friday 
like last year 



- 13 - 

 
 
Oct 23rd              Senior Show 
                American House Carpenter 
                 3470 Carpenter Rd. 
                  Ypsilanti, MI 48197 
                      1:30 PM Set-up 
                     2:30 PM Start 
 
 
                             PET EXPO 
Nov. 21st               Noon to 8pm 
Nov. 22nd               10am to 8pm 
Nov. 23rd               11am to 5pm 
            Suburban Collection Showplace 
                     46100 Grand River 
                       Novi, MI 48374 

We will be setting up on Thursday 
Nov. 20th most likely around 9:00 am.  
Please remember no birds will be allowed 
through the front door. 
 
 
Dec 1st       Senior Show 
                Henry Ford Village 
                     Main Lobby 
                 15051 Ford Rd. 
              Dearborn, MI 48126 
                 1:30 PM Set-up 
                2:30 PM Start 
 
***NOTE******NOTE******NOTE*** 
 There has been some confusion from 
the loyal readers of Bird Droppings as to 
which events they are allowed to bring their 
own bird(s) to.  As a point of reference and 
for future information please we want 
everyone to be aware that when you see the 
line: 
 ***Our Club Has a Booth at This Event*** 
following or “Educational Show” preceding 
an event listing it means we are attending 
the event in an official capacity representing 
our club and rescue.  At these events all club 

members are welcomed to bring their 
feathered companions with them.  Also 
please note that our space is very limited at 
some of these events but don’t let this stop 
you from joining us, we will find a way for 
you and your birdie buddy to fit in and enjoy 
the fun. 

 
 

How to manage your 
bird’s excessive 

territoriality 
By Liz Wilson,CVT 
 In the wild, a parrot’s 
territorial instinct is extremely 
strong, because he must 
protect his territory from 
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invasion. You may also see this territoriality 
in   
action in your companion bird. When your 
bird drives everyone away from his turf, he 
is exhibiting excessive territoriality, and if 
unchecked, this behavior can become a 
serious problem that threatens your bird’s 
future as a companion animal. 
Some bird enthusiasts feel parrots should 
be allowed to be territorial around their 
cages, but most behavior consultants 
disagree. It is also not fair to assume that 
your bird must be at your every beck and 
call, coming out for interaction whenever it 
suits your schedule. Just as children are 
allowed privacy in their own rooms, parrots 
should have the right to decline human 
interaction. Experienced caretakers 
recognize this through careful observation 
of psittacine body language, and they 
respect a bird’s privacy by not approaching 
during these times.  

Excessively territorial companion 
parrots act like they outrank everyone in 
their flocks. To resolve this 
misunderstanding, you should establish 
nonaggressive controls by patterning your 
bird to respond to simple commands like 
“up” and “down.” Daily training sessions 
should happen in a neutral room, or in an 
area the bird doesn’t consider his own, and 
on a neutral perch such as the back of a 
chair. Once the bird is responding to 
commands, you can start moving the 
training perch slowly out of the neutral area 
and into the area of your bird’s cage. By 
moving a few inches at a time and then 
working again on the commands, you can 

make certain your bird responds correctly. 
Then, praise him for his good behavior. 
Once in view of your bird’s cage, training 
may become more difficult, but with 
patience and consistency, most birds will 
respond again to the commands. When the 
cage is finally reached, you can step the 
bird into it with the “down” command, then 
immediately pick it up with the “up” 
command. Repeating this several times will 
teach your parrot that the commands also 
work in and around his cage. Repeat this 
process on the cage top and on any other 
of your bird’s favorite hangouts. Once your 
bird is trained, and he wants out of his 
cage, he must step onto the hand when 
you say “up.” Do not just open the cage 
door and let him come out on his own, or 
he might conclude that he is in control 
again. Continue to use the commands 
every day, to remind him that the rules are 
still in force. By following these easy 
training techniques and handling your 
parrot in a firm, loving, unaggressive and 
consistent manner, you can keep control of 
your headstrong bundle of feathers and 
maintain a mutually loving relationship. 
This article reprinted with permission from Zupreem® 
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     Free discount card                                    Open 7-Days          
available to club members       Ask about our birdie day spa treatment 

 

DISCOUNT PET & SUPPLIES 
Specializing in Exotic Birds & Cages 

1623 Middlebelt Rd. Livonia, MI 48154 
734-513-6060 

http://www.discountpetbirdstore.com/ 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
ROOSE ANIMAL HOSPITAL 

Kevin Roose, D.V.M. * Karen Knight, D.V.M. 
509 W. Ann Arbor Trail * Plymouth, MI 48170 

734-451-2870 
 

 
 
 

 
WARREN WOODS VETERINARY HOSPITAL 

29157 Schoenherr * Warren, MI 48314 
586-751-3350 

 
 
 
 

 
SOUTHGATE ANIMAL HOSPITAL 

Keith Cook, D.V.M. * Elieen Cook, D.V.M. 
13697 Dix-Toledo Rd* Southgate, MI 48195 

734-284-9122 
 

 
ANIMAL EMERGENCY CENTER 

24360 Novi Road * Novi, MI 48375 
248-348-1788 

265 E. 2nd St. * Rochester, MI 48307 
248-651-1788 

Both Locations are open 24 hours a Day 
7 Days a Week 

www.theanimalemergencycenter.com 
 
 

 
OAKLAND VETERINARY EMERGENCY GROUP 

1400 Telegraph Rd * Bloomfield Hills, MI 48302 
248-334-6877 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

BIRDMAMA’S BIRD SITTING 
SERVICE 

Are you going out of town or on vacation? Do you have a 
feathered friend that needs to stay at home? Susan can help you. 

She will shower your bird(s) with TLC in her home. 
For more information on rates and care specifics, contact by 

phone or e-mail                       
Susan Dixon 

                  1-248-330-6938 
            susanhdixon@hotmail.com   
                   References provided upon request  
           

 
 

FASHIONISTA WEAR 
Custom Handmade Clothing, Hair and Body Jewelry 

Anything Parrot-ty 
Custom Parrot Accessories  

Cage Covers, Shoulder Capes 
 or anything else you might think of 

Text, Message or Call me and ask 
If I can make it I will 

                         Lanah Harris 
                         1- 734-502-3751              
 

http://www.discountpetbirdstore.com/
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Parkway Small Animal & Exotic       

Hospital  
39321 Garfield 

Clinton Township, MI 48038 
586-416-8800 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Veterinary Care Specialists 

205 Rowe Road 
Milford, MI 48380 

248-684-0468 
Open 24 Hours A Day 7 Days A Week 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    MURALS 
    AND OTHER 

 CREATIONS                  
 BY  MARY KAY PERVA 
        734-207-0489 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
SPECIALTY PET SUPPLIES, INC. 

1449 W. Ann Arbor Road * Plymouth, MI 48170 
734-453-6930 

Fax:  734-453-7127 
M-F 10-7:30 * Sat 10-6 * Sun 12-4 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

MUGSHOTS and MOUSE PADS 
Species specific coffee mugs, mouse pads and other parrot 

paraphernalia 
                         Cheryl Hitter 
                          734-422-2804 
   *Put your pet’s picture on a mug or mouse pad* 
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Animal Crackers 
1100 N. Old US 23 * Hartland, MI 48843 

 

810-632-3344 
 

 
 
 
 

 
NORTH BRANCH ANIMAL HOSPITAL 

17630 Twelve Mile Road * Southfield, MI 48076 
248-557-7773 

 
 
 

 
 
 
                              For Birds of all Sizes 

 

The Industry Pioneer of Quality                                                                                                                                                           
Broad Natural Low Fat Nutrition® 

All at a Cost Less than Seed 

Because Crazy Corn® expands and seed is 60% waste! 
We’ve made it easy to prevent the most common cause 
of bird death- malnutrition from a seed diet. Cook ahead 
monthly, freeze baggies, keep some in the fridge to 
serve instantly. Superior breeding, lustrous feathering. 
Self-weans chicks. Shining health. Generous chunky 
fruits, veggies, whole grains, exciting herbs, pastas, 
beans, legumes, melon seeds, nuts, and more! Ecstatic 
birds!                1-800-BIRD YUM 

in California (818) 503-4YUM. Fax (818) 765-4895 

SPECIAL BREEDER PRICING 

 

 

 

PRODUCTS FOR SALE 
 

UV LIGHTING, HEATERS, VITIMINS AND 
OTHER SUPPLIES for your BIRDS, FISH and 

REPTILES 
 

VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT 

zoomed.com 



- 1 - 

                                                                                                                                                                                               
This newsletter 

 Devoted to pet bird 
                                                                                                             Enthusiasts is 
                                                                                               Published monthly by  

                                                                                      The Rainbow Feathers  
                                                                                         Bird club of Michigan 

A 501(c) (3) club 
 

September 2015 
                                                                                                 Volume 18 Issue 9 

 
 

Bird Droppings 

       
 
UPCOMING MEETING 
DATES: 
SEPT. 27th  – Fourth Sunday 
OCT. 25th – Fourth Sunday 
NOV. Pet Expo – No Meeting 
RAINBOW FEATHERS BIRD CLUB 
Who we are and what we are about 
 Non Profit club with members throughout the 

tri-county area, single bird owners, or just 
thinking of getting a bird, families, breeders, 
exhibitors, all are welcome. 

 Support scholarships for avian vet students 
 Yearly Bird Fair 
 Yearly Pet Expo 
 Club Library for members 
 Grooming available 
 Avian rescue/relocation programs 
 Monthly meetings with programs of interest to 

members. 
 Monthly newsletter 
 Periodic Service projects 
 Field Trips 
 Educational Programs upon request 
 Make-it-take-it workshops 
    And more……. 
Come join us and have your feathers preened by 
other Pet Bird Enthusiasts 
 

Rainbow Feathers Bird Club Elected Officers: 
President – Dave Carol 734-422-5981 
 Email – sweettweeters@comcast.net 
Vice President – Steve Plafchan 734-513-0030 
 Email – splafchan@twmi.rr.com  
Secretary – Kathe Cote  313-728-2211 
            Email –gardenfrog1967@comcast.net 
Treasurer and Membership Secretary – 
 Tammy Carol 734-422-5981 
 Email – sweettweeters@comcast.net  
Board of Trustees –  
 Mary Perva 517-618-7008 
 Susan Dixon 248-330-6938 
            Email- mail to:susanhdixon@hotmail.com 
              Henry Jedrzejek-734-427-3187 
            E-mail bigduke@comcast.net 

 

 
ALL HEALTHY AND CLIPPED BIRDS ARE ALWAYS 
WELCOME TO ACCOMPANY THEIR HUMAN 
COMPANIONS TO THE MONTHLY MEETINGS.  WE 
MEET AT THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH, 6443 
MERRIMAN ROAD BETWEEN FORD AND WARREN 
IN GARDEN CITY.  MEETINGS START AT 2:00 PM. 
Anyone interested in becoming a member please 
contact Tammy Carol @ 734-422-5981 or by e-mail 
sweettweeters@comcast.net  

mailto:sweettweeters@comcast.net
mailto:%E2%80%93gardenfrog1967@comcast.net
mailto:sweettweeters@comcast.net
mailto:susanhdixon@hotmail.com
mailto:bigduke@comcast.net
mailto:sweettweeters@comcast.net
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Steve Plafchan is now doing the newsletter.  All ads 
and articles will be due the 1st of the month for 
publishing in the current month’s newsletter.  
Please send all items to him at 11021 Henry Ruff, 
Livonia, MI 48150 or email them to him at 
splafchan@twmi.rr.com 
 
Everyone is encouraged to submit articles for the 
newsletter – this is YOUR newsletter. 
 
Articles and/or pictures copied from other 
publications must be accompanied with written 
permission from original publication and author; this 
needs to be provided to the editor along with the 
article and/or picture. 
 
Editor reserves the right to approve and/or edit any 
articles submitted prior to publication. 
 
Ads will be run free for members having a one-time 
sale (baby birds, etc.).  Those wishing to run ads 
multiple times or for a business must purchase a 
business membership. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 Ask owner’s permission to 

handle/feed bird(s) and remember 
to return bird to the owner. 

 Wash hands prior/after bird 
handling. 

 When bringing companion birds to 
club meetings, only bring birds 
that you have had vet checked 
and in your possession for at least 
30 days. 

 Clean up after yourself and your 
bird(s) before you leave. 

 
 

 

CLUB WELFARE 
 
Please contact Jean Jedrzejek at 734-427-3187 or 
e-mail her at bigduke@comcast.net if you know of 
any club member who is in the hospital or has lost 
a loved one.  
. 
 

 
Monthly Potluck 

Early last year, we stopped soliciting 
volunteers to bring food to our meetings.  
Instead, it was agreed that the format be a 
potluck venue.  We ask that “Everyone”, 
please join in and contribute a main dish, 
veggie, salad, or dessert. Our meetings will 
be a potluck fair enjoyed by one and all.  
 
 

 
 
From the prez: 

How about that, two 
outdoor events and both had 
great weather I still cannot believe it. First 
was the Ypsilanti Heritage Festival all three 
days were beautiful, well except for the last 
hour of the festival but that’s OK. Everyone 
who helped out at the festival deserves a 
huge pat on the back we did so incredibly 
well in picture donations and just plain 
donations it was just mind blowing. Are you 
ready, $831 in donations and we were on 
track to match 2014 donations but the threat 
of severe storms made us pack it in an hour 
early. I can’t believe how quickly we had 
not one but two pop-ups torn down and put 

mailto:bigduke@comcast.net
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away before the rain came in. We were like 
a well oiled machine and to see the 
teamwork to get the tents put away before 
they got wet was incredible! The whole 
weekend was incredible and people were 
amazed not only by the birds but all of us as 
a group. One woman commented that 
whatever our secret was we needed to 
market it because it was like the best party 
was going on at our area. Other vendors 
down the road from us commented that 
people coming from our direction were just 
so incredibly happy they wondered what 
was going on even the gentleman selling 
Salsa across from us loved watching the 
goings-on at our booth and how the people 
came over sampled and bought the Salsa he 
was selling. Of course the secret is really no 
secret it just us being us, slightly crazy, 
slightly goofy, big time tired but ready to 
have a good time eating carnival food and 
enjoying each other’s company. So I cannot 
thank all of you enough for all you guys did 
for and at the festival.  Then there was the 
picnic so much great food and just a 
beautiful day to enjoy each other’s 
company. No business, nothing but eating 
fun eating talking and eating some more, (I 
think I see a pattern here) But I like it. Also 
some young lady brought some very 
impressive cookies to the picnic. They were 
shaped like Macaws, Cockatoos, male and 
female Eclectus, a Cape Parrot and oh yeah 
African Grays, Rachel you outdid yourself 
and they were as good as they were pretty. It 
was another incredible day with incredible 
weather and I hope all who came had as 
much fun as Tammy and I did. So we will 

see you at the September meeting and as 
always YOU GUYS ROCK!!!!!!! 

                                    Until Next Time, 
                                    Your Prez, 
                                       Dave 
 
 
 

    
Voice of the 
   Veep 

  
 

 August was without a doubt one of 
the busiest months we’ve had in a long time.  
We staged seven senior shows, a three day 
event at the heritage festival in Ypsilanti and 
our annual picnic.  That is eleven events in 
one month which is quite a few and this 
month, September, we have ten events 
scheduled and there eight days in October.  I 
wish to encourage all of our members to 
consider joining us at the senior shows they 
usually take about one hour to one-half hour 
and we can always use the extra hands. 
 The Ypsilanti Heritage was a 
resounding success we managed to collect 
about $830.00 dollars in donations (Tammy 
will confirm the exact amount at the meeting 
this month).  There was also an article at 
WWW.mlive.com about the festival with 
photos and our club had more pictures than 
any other place at the festival. 
 One of the shows we staged last 
month was also exceptionally rewarding; it 
was put on at the Arkay day care center for 
handicapped adults in Southgate.  The faces 
of the attendees at this event were awesome 

http://www.mlive.com/
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to behold.  They were awe struck in their 
attention and unbelievably excited when we 
offered to let them hold birds. 
 The show schedule is not abating in 
the month of October either, one of the 
major events is the Guardians for Animals 
Pet Expo this is a two day event at 876 
Horace Brown Drive, Madison Heights MI 
48107; 10:00AM  to 5:00PM on Saturday 
and  11:00 AM to 4:00PM on Sunday.  We 
are also selling raffle tickets for this event; 
the more tickets our club sells the larger the 
donation our rescue will receive.   If you 
have never attended this event or the pet 
expo in Novi I encourage you to join us it’s 
a lot of fun and I promise you will have a 
great time. 
                                            Your Veep 
                                                   Steve 

 

 
 

Ramblings from 

Rambo 

 

 Well August was 
certainly a month to 

remember.  The Ypsilanti Heritage days 
were exciting, and loads of fun. Michael 
said this is the best I have ever been, at a big 
event.  I only bit him bad (where he bleed) 
one time.  So that was not bad for me. I was 
actually good when Daddy’s friends were 
close. Well, how about that. 
Oh the food was really good this year. 
Michael shared his Polish Sausage with me 

– just a little bit.  Oh and those fries, 
yummy. 
Instead of getting into some long stores.  I’ll 
tell you this.  There was never a dull 
moment. We had lots of club members, and 
lots of birds.  Hey, what is with all those 
Cockatoos? Everyone knows us Macaws are 
the stars here.  But it was good to have them 
there with us, these silly things.  And, my, 
my, my, some of those people there. As 
always, there were some strange people 
there, and lots of girls. 
Well suffice it to say the Heritage Days were 
three days of fun. We had great weather, 
great food, we took lots of pictures, and had 
many of our friends there 
Did you notice the new blossoming 
romance? I did. They were very careful 
about any PDA. I will not tell you who. 
Let’s wait to see what happens. 
Well aside from the Ypsilanti Heritage 
Days, we had lots of Educational Shows.  
These were all wonderful. We went to some 
new places. These turned out to be real 
good. The audience was very attentive. They 
also asked lots of questions.  We like 
audience participation. 
The only other news around here is this. 
The Saturday morning, or was it Sunday, 
whatever, Packo was really upset with 
Daddy.  Ok, I understand.  He was locked up 
all day.  Normally, I am the first one awake. 
It is MY job to make the morning flock call.  
Now normally, Daddy gets up about 
8:00am.  I make the morning squawk when I 
hear him moving around. 
Mommy always gets up way early. As she is 
walking by my house, I just give her a soft, 
“Hello, Good Morning”.  I save the real 
noise for Michael. 
 Mommy was out of town. She went to 
Virginia, to visit someone. 
Well, on this morning, Packo started yelling 
at 7:15am.  This was no one time squawk. 
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He Squawked, over and over. No sleeping in 
today. 
There is so much more I could tell you about 
August.  I better stop here.  I need to give 
Packo some room for his column.  As 
Always Try to Be Good, Have Fun, and 
Never forget, Macaws Rule, Rambo. 
                                    As always, Have Fun, 
                                    (try to) Be Good, and 
                                 Remember Macaws Rule. 
                                                    Rambo. 

 

 

  
 

Wow it is hard to believe that it is 
September already the kids are back to 
school and the seasons are changing very 
quickly.  With that brings those fall holidays 
that we love Halloween and Thanksgiving.  
Now we may love them but many of our 
birds do not simply because of all the 
strange things going on.  Halloween with its 
costumes can downright send a bird into fit 
of terror worthy of the best scary movie and 
then there are the other hazards the 
decorations. Lit candles, fake spider webs, 
and many other things that ooze, smoke or 
mist can be dangerous to our feathered kids.  
Plus the biggie the candy we give out to the 
trick or treaters.  Chocolate is so poisonous 
for all pets and the darker it is the more toxic 
it is.  Also the wrappers can pose a hazard as 
well so keep them away from all pets.  Now 
let us move on to Thanksgiving.  First if you 

are hosting a big dinner the extra commotion 
can really stress out a bird if they are not 
used to it.  Then there are those hot pans, 
dishes and pots that look inviting to a bird to 
come an check out.  Also there are in some 
houses decorations that look pretty tempting 
to a bird but can really hurt them especially 
lit candles with their flames and hot wax.  
So it is important we keep our birds safe 
during these fall holidays and get ready for 
the two winter ones. 

 
 
 

Pondering With 
Packo: 
 
 
Rambo told me August 
was an exciting month.  
He told me that he 

went to this 3 day fair.  I know, I was not 
there. I’m working on letting Daddy pick me 
up. 
He tells me I really missed out on some 
great food.  I’ll get out soon.  Michael really 
needs to get me to the vet.  My wings have 
grown out again. 
Considering I have not gotten out of the 
house, I don’t have that much to report. 
Michael have been showing my picture all 
over the place.  He is on this thing called 
FaceBook.  He tells me he has friends 
around the world.  That is really exciting.  
Imagine how many people are seeing my 
beautiful handsome face. 
My there are lots of human owning Severe 
Macaws out there. But hey, how many of 
them have their own newsletter column?  I’ll 
bet none. 



- 6 - 

Rambo, and I, have started a new morning 
routine.  Every morning Daddy wakes me up 
first.  That is he opens my curtain, and opens 
my door.  I will not let him cover me at 
night. 
After getting me up, Michael wakes up, and 
lets out, Rambo.  I come straight out of my 
cage, get on my door, and check out the 
neighborhood.  Now, know Rambo is out 
when he starts his, “Hello, hungry, Hello”.  
He has this special voice when he is excited.  
He is always excited when food is coming. 
We have started this morning game.  I start 
squawking, and squawking, in my loud, 
deep voice. Then Rambo starts squawking, 
in his loud, deep, voice.  Then we both 
squawk word for word.  This goes on until 
we both have our food. 
Talking about food.  Being the hogs we are, 
we ran through a couple bags of food.  Well, 
you see for over a week, Daddy kept 
forgetting to order some.  It costs $8.00 a 
bag less when he orders it over that thing 
called the Internet.  I don’t understand that 
like Rambo does. 
Well get this, Daddy brought home a 
different flavor of Bird Balls (Nutra-
Berries).  Did he really think I would eat 
that?  Rambo ate his. Naturally, he didn’t 
care, he never stops eating. I saw that purple 
bag. Our normal food comes in a yellow 
bag. 
I’m not going to eat that.  I threw these 
things out onto the floor.  I’ll settle for my 
pellets for now.  Daddy did have some 
proper flavor Bird Balls in our travel kits, 
and I knew it.  He had to go to a couple of 
different stores. He did find the proper 
flavor.  Surprisingly, I like the Garden-
Veggie flavor.  It has real veggies in it. 
Well, I’ve rambled on enough for this time.  
Talk to you soon. 
I still have not thought of a catchy Tag-Line. 
Packo 

 
 

 
 
 

PET EXPO 
Here is 

tentative Pet Expo 
information; the hours are as follows: 
Friday, November 20th, Noon - 8pm 
Saturday, November 21st, 10am - 8pm 
Sunday, November 22nd, 11am-5pm 
The Suburban Showcase has the operation 
of the pet expo again this year.  Our club has 
been given the same generous space that we 
had last year and vendor badges will be 
available same as last year.  We do know 
that no birds will be allowed through the 
front door; if your bird is going to attend 
we must get you a pass to enter in the rear 
doors.  This can be accomplished in 
multiple ways; 1) Be sure to wear your club 
badge 2) Go to the vendor desk at the rear 
doors to either receive a vendor badge or to 
be allowed access to our booth to receive a 
badge. 3) Call Dave, Tammy or me on our 
cell phones to bring you a badge.  
 The club will be getting parking passes for 
you if you have signed up to work.  If you 
are scheduled to work and have to pay an 
admission to enter or park your car keep 
your receipts and the club will refund your 
admission and parking fees.  YOU MUST 
HAVE YOUR RECEIPTS!  Entrance to the 
expo as a club member means you plan on 
working at least three hours at our booth.  If 
you intend to shop and look around plan on 
arriving early or staying over after your 
scheduled work times please. 

If you signed up to work and haven’t 
heard any details feel free to call Tammy 
734-422-5981 or Steve 734-513-0030 for 
last minute information 



- 7 - 

For those of you who want to look 
around at the Expo, you can come early 
or stay after your scheduled time.  The 
schedule will be as follows; Set-up is 
Thursday 9am-6pm, we will be arriving 
at the church to move tables into our 
vehicles about 7:45 AM then to Suburban 
Showcase at 9am to set up. Friday’s show 
schedule is: Noon-3pm, 3pm-6pm, 6pm-
8pm, Saturday’s schedule is 11am – noon, 
noon-3pm, 3pm-6pm and 6pm to 8pm.  
Sunday’s schedule is 11am-1pm, 1-3pm 
and 3-5pm, and after the expo closes we 
will need help to clear out our space and 
return the tables to the church.  

                                                Tammy 
 

 
 

     Bits from Baby 
 

Howdy all my 
feathered and non-
feathered members, I’m 
back with the latest news. 

August was a busy 
month with the outdoor 

events and the club picnic 
which the weather turned out great for 
both. We had a good turnout of 
feathered and non-feathered members 
at the picnic. I don't get to go to the 
outdoor events but my buds Sparky and 
J.B. sent me the info by Birdygram so I 
could spread the word. It’s good to have 
good Buds like them to help out when 
you need it. 

Now in September we got a short 
one week break and then we were off 
again with our program's every week 
and some weekend’s too. Pack your 
carriers with treats to keep your energy 
up for all the events this month. It’s nice 

we don’t have to fly to all of the 
programs; we just leave the driving to 
our care givers.  We are very lucky to 
have such GREAT NON-FEATHERED 
CLUB MEMBERS, who work so hard to 
keep thing running so smoothly for us.   

  
  God bless, till I see you all at the 
meeting, 

                     Your friend Baby,       
>< >< >< >< ><>< >< >< >< ><>< >< ><  
>< >< >< >< ><>< >< >< >< >< >< ><  
 
 

  RESCUE UPDATE 
 
The adoption side of our 
rescue was above average 
this month.  There were four 
adoptions; Gilligan, a B&G 

Macaw; Neia, a Parrotlett; Mango, a male 
Eclectus and Zoey a Meyers parrot were all 
adopted. 
 They all went to their new homes with 
cages, toys, and food thanks to the 
generosity of you, our club members. 
 The rescue side has been very active 
also.  I can’t divulge what birds are in the 
rescue right now, however I will say if you 
are interested in adopting a larger bird 
contact a member of the board to find out 
what is available we just might have that 
special bird you’ve been waiting for. 
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Guardians for Animals Pet Expo 
Raffle Tickets 

 The Guardians for Animals Pet Expo 
is fast approaching on October 17th and 18th 
and the way our rescue benefits from this 
event is from raffle ticket sales.  All the 
rescues receive an equal cut of the total 
raffle ticket sales with the rescue that sells 
the most tickets receiving an extra cut. 
 Tammy has received our club’s first 
box of 500 tickets to sell; the price of the 
tickets is $1.00 each or six for $5.00 we 
could sure use everyone’s help selling and 
buying tickets over the next couple of 
months.  We will have tickets available at all 
of the upcoming events or you can call 
Tammy for arrangements to obtain some. 
 Talk to your friends and neighbors 
and ask if they would be interested in 
helping our rescue out.  Let’s all do our best 
to sell all of our tickets! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

           Quality by Mother Nature 
Original Corn Bean Mix®: Noodles-n-Nuts® 

      Rainforest Rice Puddin®: Pollypasta® 

                       Kung Fu Yum® 
                              For Birds of  all Sizes 

 
The Industry Pioneer of Quality                                                                                                                                                           

Broad Natural Low Fat Nutrition® 

All at a Cost Less than Seed 

Because Crazy Corn® expands and seed is 60% waste! 
We’ve made it easy to prevent the most common cause 
of bird death- malnutrition from a seed diet. Cook ahead 
monthly, freeze baggies, keep some in the fridge to 
serve instantly. Superior breeding, lustrous feathering. 
Self-weans chicks. Shining health. Generous chunky 
fruits, veggies, whole grains, exciting herbs, pastas, 
beans, legumes, melon seeds, nuts, and more! Ecstatic 
birds!                1-800-BIRD YUM 

in California (818) 503-4YUM. Fax (818) 765-4895 

SPECIAL BREEDER PRICING 
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Out and About with  
        Pookie  
 
Some very disturbing news 

has come to my attention concerning my 
companion human Steve.  The first inkling I 
received of this issue came from Sparky and 
JB after the Heritage Festival.  I was not 
allowed to attend this three day event this 
year and I originally thought it was because 
Steve’s hips were still healing. 

When I am at an event the attention 
always gravitates to me and my fluffiness 
causing Steve to be constantly explaining 
that I live an alternative lifestyle; that I am 
not a baby.  However it seems that I have 
been too kind and forgiving for his 
egregious actions.  JB and Sparky informed 
me that while I was at home Steve had 
been flirting with the dark side!  Of course I 
being loyal to my companion human 
refused to believe that Steve would do this, 
so I remained loyal and defended him 
regardless of the accusations of 
transgressions.  Then I witnessed him for 
myself at a show that I attended. 
 Yes, he spurned me in front of 
Sparky, JB and all the other birds in the 
club; he was not only holding but flirting 
and playing with……with…. a Cockatoo!  
Not just a harmless Cockatoo but Zoë a 
Moluccan Cockatoo.  This transgression has 
occurred not just one or two times but over 
ten times in the past two months, this is 
just outrageous.  He plays with this hussy as 

if her feathers were grey all the while he 
spurns me his onetime favorite; this African 
Grey abuse cannot be abided by, his 
attitude must be adjusted. Steve must be 
saved from himself and gently brought back 
from Cockatooism also known as the dark 
side.  We Greys know Cockatoos are 
dangerous compared to African Greys; 
Greys are loyal and loving while Cockatoos 
(especially Moluccans) are psychopathically 
deceptive.  You can be holding one and 
without warning a Cockatoo will scream 
louder than an air raid siren then bite the 
hand or arm that is holding them causing 
the human perch to bleed uncontrollably or 
even loose a finger or a chunk of their arm. 
 It appears that an intervention will be 
necessary to save Steve from himself so I 
will be leading this cause to save our 
companion human.  Being the senior grey 
(of the seven in our home) I will be calling 
everyone together to discuss how we can 
combat this devastating 
development……..to be continued! 
                                   Chirps and Squawks 
                                             Pookie 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 



- 10 - 

 
 

BIRTHDAY GREETINGS to: 
 

CHUCK JAMIESON                          OCT. 1 
KEVIN BOLTON                               OCT. 10 
NADA JURISICH-FONTANA            OCT.11 
ISABEL FONTANA                           OCT. 11 
JEFFERY PASEK                             OCT. 12 
EMILY FINGER                                 OCT. 14 
BRIGETTE FELIX                             OCT. 15 
JOSEPH GREENWOOD                   OCT.17 
STEVE PLAFCHAN                           OCT. 17 
JAN HARTZ                                       OCT. 21 
OLIVIA                                               OCT. 23 
JENNIFER PLAGENS                       OCT. 25 
FAITH GREENWOOD                       OCT.30 
CAROL STAMM                               OCT. 31 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   Avast ye Mates  

 

CAPTAINS CORNER 
 

Wow what a great 
time we had at the….. 

Sorry but I am hijacking Captains Corner 
this month; he can finish his stuff next 
month. Hello my name is Zoë I am a 
Moluccan Cockatoo and I am fairly new to 
the scene but boy have I heard enough about 

African Grays until I can’t stand it anymore. 
Here is my dilemma it is with this Steve 
person now I realize that some of us have a 
favorite type of parrot (bet you can’t tell me 
what this Steve guy’s favorite is) but it is 
totally unfair to label us as one thing or 
another. My Case in point he keeps saying I 
am psychotic I prefer animated and fun 
loving. He also says my screaming can 
break glass, oh excuse me shatter glass a 
total falsehood (maybe crack it a little). I 
have also been told he gripes about the 
Cockatoos when their numbers are greater 
than the grays at a meeting. Really, get over 
it already we Toos are not going away 
anytime soon so deal with it. Besides who is 
the one who looks totally silly trying to get 
me to act as he put it psycho well it is not 
me. In fact I look at him with a “seriously” 
look and the people think that is even 
funnier, me not sitting there while he looks 
nuts. Well Mr. five shades of grays through 
my Blackbirdie I have found directions to 
your abode and I know you sleep with your 
mouth open! Well I think I have said my 
peace and want to leave him with one more 
thing COCKATOOS RULE!!! 

                                                 Sincerely  

                                                    Zoë 
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Festival 
Rambling’s 

Well we have made it through our first 
major event The 2015 Ypsilanti Heritage 
Festival and of course people give us no end 
of newsletter fodder. So if you’re ready, 
let’s go!! 

OMG!!! I have never seen Pigeons with red 
tails before!  

Those are parrots, come on they look more 
like pigeons. 

I really thought the grey ones were pigeons, 
no really. (OK we can all let out a collective 
sigh because some things never change) 

Look it’s the Fruit Loops birds! (Referring 
to the Blue and Gold Macaws and the 
Greenwing Macaws) at least 10 times over 
the weekend 

I thought you people were supposed to know 
these things THAT is definitely not a 
Parakeet! (Commenting on Princess the 
Indian Ringneck Parakeet) 

So, who gets them after the festival is over? 
Them? Yeah the birds! (HUH?) 

Some pretty cool birds here, where are the 
parrots? 

My all time favorite! 

OK I see some big birds that are just blue 
and yellow and some that have Red, Green 

and all different colors you color these birds 
so that they look different right? Do you use 
an airbrush to paint them and to blend the 
colors? How do you do it? 

This is just the Heritage Festival we still 
have two more events to go so get ready I 
am sure there will be more! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

        Upcoming Events 
                  As of 
September 12th 2015 

 
 
 
Sept. 12th    Society of Canary and Finch 
                                 Breeders 
                                 Bird Fair 
                     $3.00 Adm. 9AM to 4 PM 
                      Livonia Elks Lodge #2246 
                         31117 Plymouth Rd. 
                            Livonia, MI 48150 
***Our Club Has a Booth at This Event*** 
 
Sept. 13th  - CANCELLED 

Walled Lake Pet Awareness Day 
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(Moving back to original location on Maple) 
                     1499 E West Maple Rd. 
                   Walled Lake, MI 48390 
                  Set-up starts at 9:00AM 
                     Starts at 11:00 AM 
                      Ends at 4:00 PM 
( We will be putting up our Pop-up for this 
one)  
 
 
Sept. 15th           Senior Show 
                  (Was Redford Geriatric) 

The Villa at Great Lakes Crossing 
                    22811 West Seven Mile Road 
                          Detroit, MI 48219 
                          1:00 PM Set-up 
                           2:00 PM Start 
 
 
Sept. 18th             Senior Show 
                  American House- Riverview 
                        20300 Fort Street 
                        Riverview, MI 48193 
                          1:30 PM Set-up 
                           2:30 PM Start 
 
 
Sept. 19th             Senior Show 
                    Waltonwoods at University 
                      3250 Walton Blvd.  
                  Rochester Hills, MI 48309 
                          1:00 PM Set-up 
                           2:00 PM Start 
 
 
Sept. 22nd               Bird Show 
               Colombiere Center Clarkston 
                          (Jesuit Priests) 
                      9075 Big Lake Rd. 
                      Clarkston, MI 48346 
                          1:30 PM Set-up 
                           2:30 PM Start 
Sept. 26th     Senior Show 
                   Huron Woods 

                5361 McAuley Dr. 
               Ann Arbor, MI 48106 
                      1:30 PM Set-up 
                     2:30 PM Start 
 
 
Sept.29th      Senior Show 
                Henry Ford Village 
                     Main Lobby 
                 15051 Ford Rd. 
              Dearborn, MI 48126 
                 9:00 AM Set-up 
                10:00 AM Start 
 
 
Sept. 30th     Senior Show 
            Village Manor- Hartland 
             9501 East Highland Rd. 
                      Howell MI 48843 
                          2:00 PM Set-up 
                           3:00 PM Start 
 
 
Oct 6th           Educational Show 
              AARP Meeting at Wayne County 
                          Community College 
                         in the Ray Mix Room 
                            21000 Northline 
                             Taylor, MI 48180 
                            11:30 AM   Set-up 
                            12:30 PM  Show 
 
 
Oct 13th           Senior Show 
                American House East I 
                 17255 Common Rd. 
                  Roseville, MI 48066 
                          1:00 PM Set-up 
                           2:00 PM Start 
 
 
 
Oct 14th             Senior Show 
                American House Livonia 
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                 11525 Farmington Rd. 
                      Livonia, MI 48150 
                          1:00 PM Set-up 
                           2:00 PM Start 
 
 
 Oct 17th & 18th  
                                  Guardians for Animals 
                                   Pet Expo 
                              Madison Place 
                      876 Horace Brown Drive 
                   Madison Heights, MI  48071 
                Sat Times 10 AM to 5 PM 
                Sun Times 11 AM to 4 PM 
We hopefully will be setting up on Friday 
like last year 
 
 
Oct 19th               Senior Show 
                    Waltonwoods at University 
                      Independent Living  
                      3250 Walton Blvd.  
                  Rochester Hills MI 48309 
                          12:00 PM Set-up 
                           1:00 PM Start 
  
 
Oct 23rd              Senior Show 
                American House Carpenter 
                 3470 Carpenter Rd. 
                  Ypsilanti, MI 48197 
                      1:30 PM Set-up 
                     2:30 PM Start 
 
 
Oct 27th                Senior Show 
                    Brookdale (was Clarebridge) 
                    750 West Eisenhower Rd. 
                       Ann Arbor, MI 48103 
                          12:00PM Set-up 
                          1:00PM Show 
 
Nov. 3rd            Senior Show 
              Cartel Inns of Brighton 

                1014 E. Grand River  
                  Brighton MI 48116 
                      1:30 PM Set-up 
                       2:30 PM Start 
 
Nov. 13th              Senior Show 
                American House Westland 
                         39201 Joy Rd. 
                      Westland MI 48185 
                       1:00 PM Set-up 
                       2:00 PM Start 
 
 
                             PET EXPO 
Nov. 20th                Noon to 8pm 
Nov. 21st                10am to 8pm 
Nov. 22nd               11am to 5pm 
            Suburban Collection Showplace 
                     46100 Grand River 
                       Novi, MI 48374 

We will be setting up on Thursday 
Nov. 19th most likely around 9:00 am.  
Please remember no birds will be allowed 
through the front door. 
 
 
Dec 1st       Senior Show 
                Henry Ford Village 
                     Main Lobby 
                 15051 Ford Rd. 
              Dearborn, MI 48126 
                 1:30 PM Set-up 
                2:30 PM Start 
 
 
***NOTE******NOTE******NOTE***
There has been some confusion from the 
loyal readers of Bird Droppings as to which 
events they are allowed to bring their own 
bird(s) to.  As a point of reference and for 
future information please we want everyone 
to be aware that when you see the line: 
***Our Club Has a Booth at This Event*** 
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following or “Educational Show” preceding 
an event listing it means we are attending 
the event in an official capacity representing 
our club and rescue.  At these events all club 
members are welcomed to bring their 
feathered companions with them.  Also 
please note that our space is very limited at 
some of these events but don’t let this stop 
you from joining us, we will find a way for 
you and your birdie buddy to fit in and enjoy 
the fun. 
 

                          
 
    

   
 

 
                                       
    
   
          
 
 

It is a spectacular sun drenched day 
the birds are singing and the scene opens up 
to our two Rangers with their arms 
outstretched spinning on a hillside. Both are 
singing the Hills are alive with the sound of 
Sun Conures. OK I’m sorry but maybe you 
can get that visual out of your head, Naw it 
is there for a while! Anyway this month 
finds the Rangers off to Farmington Hills to 

rescue a Sun Conure. This poor bird did not 
live up to the hype the breeder told these 
people it would. Now when I say hype I 
mean an out and out lie and that lie was they 
are quiet. This breeder assured these people 
that Sun Conures were as quiet as a church 
mouse and would not get obnoxiously loud. 
Really he did! Boy did they find out the hard 
way they were lied to. They told the Rangers 
shortly after they got the bird the fun started. 
It got somewhat loud but it didn’t seem too 
bad, at least they could live with it, they 
thought. That was until this particular Sun 
Conure became totally comfortable in its 
surroundings then it was let the games 
begin! He screamed loudly for hours and 
making a phone call in the same room with 
the bird was impossible. His screaming 
increased until they were forced to call the 
Rangers to rescue them from him. When 
they arrived they found a sweet but loud Sun 
Conure (are there any other kind) and two 
frazzled adults! They honestly tried they 
said but could not take it any more so he had 
to go. So our Heroes scooped this beautiful 
little bundle of loudness and they were off to 
his temporary home. Ah yes even though he 
was loud he was a sweetie and soon found 
his forever home a home where his 
noisemaking was music to their ears and he 
is still squawking away! Don’t you love a 
happy ending I know we all do but the 
Ranger still have more birds to rescue and 
miles to drive to do it for they are the 
RESCUE RANGERS!!!!!! 
 
Stay focused on our next titillating adventure Dog 
Rescue, Pet Sitter, Cockatiel Dump Site! 
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Establishing Control 
with Nurturing     
Guidance 
By Liz Wilson, CVT 

Nurturing guidance is a training 
concept developed by Sally Blanchard, 
and it is critical to enjoying cohabitation 
with a parrot.  Without it, a parrot is 
often unclear as to his position within his 
human flock.  Genetically an exotic bird 
is a wild animal, whether domestic-bred 
or not, and he understands little about 
cohabiting with people.  With patient 
teaching and guidance, he can learn 
how to be a good companion.  Nurturing 
guidance is established by teaching and 
using basic commands.  By setting 
these parameters, a parrot will have a 
better understanding of what is 
expected of it. 

The first command is “Up,” which 
means step onto my hand.  The second 
command is “Down,” which means step 
off my hand onto an inanimate object 
(like a perch).  This is not a directional 
command. Onto the hand is up, off the 
hand is down.  Teaching these 
commands requires a neutral room and 
a neutral perch.  Ideally, the bird should 
have no experience with either the 
location or perch.  This minimizes 
distractions and maximizes learning.  
Lessons should be short and upbeat, 
held once or twice a day for 10-15 
minutes.   Make sure you are relaxed 
before you begin, and smile and be 
patient.  Under NO circumstance is 
aggression acceptable.  Training a 
parrot is like teaching nursery school.  
You must keep your student involved or 
it won’t learn.  Sessions should be fun, 
not boring or frightening.  Simply put, 

behavior modification uses positive 
reinforcement for good behaviors and 
no reinforcement for bad behaviors.  
Instead, misbehaviors are ignored.  
If the parrot follows a command, smile 
and praise the bird.  If it doesn’t, ignore 
the transgression and repeat the 
command, pushing gently at his legs 
with the side of your hand.  If you don’t 
expect him to behave, he won’t.  Under 
NO CIRCUMSTANCE is aggression 
allowed with parrots.  If approached with 
respect and love, parrots learn quickly 
and happily.  Aggression begets 
aggression and is absolutely 
unacceptable.  Experienced parrot 
behavior consultants agree that allowing 
a parrot to shoulder is asking for trouble.  
In this position, you cannot see a bird’s 
body language, so you don’t know if 
he’s getting frightened or upset.  You 
also can’t anticipate and prevent a 
bite—and you DON’T want to be bitten 
in the face.  If you follow these 
guidelines and use these commands 
clearly and consistently, life with your 
parrot should improve immensely.  
This article reprinted with permission from Zupreem® 
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     Free discount card                                    Open 7-Days          
available to club members       Ask about our birdie day spa treatment 

 

DISCOUNT PET & SUPPLIES 
Specializing in Exotic Birds & Cages 

1623 Middlebelt Rd. Livonia, MI 48154 
734-513-6060 

http://www.discountpetbirdstore.com/ 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
ROOSE ANIMAL HOSPITAL 

Kevin Roose, D.V.M. * Karen Knight, D.V.M. 
509 W. Ann Arbor Trail * Plymouth, MI 48170 

734-451-2870 
 

 
 
 

 
WARREN WOODS VETERINARY HOSPITAL 

29157 Schoenherr * Warren, MI 48314 
586-751-3350 

 
 
 
 

 
SOUTHGATE ANIMAL HOSPITAL 

Keith Cook, D.V.M. * Elieen Cook, D.V.M. 
13697 Dix-Toledo Rd* Southgate, MI 48195 

734-284-9122 
 

 
ANIMAL EMERGENCY CENTER 

24360 Novi Road * Novi, MI 48375 
248-348-1788 

265 E. 2nd St. * Rochester, MI 48307 
248-651-1788 

Both Locations are open 24 hours a Day 
7 Days a Week 

www.theanimalemergencycenter.com 
 
 

 
OAKLAND VETERINARY EMERGENCY GROUP 

1400 Telegraph Rd * Bloomfield Hills, MI 48302 
248-334-6877 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

BIRDMAMA’S BIRD SITTING 
SERVICE 

Are you going out of town or on vacation? Do you have a 
feathered friend that needs to stay at home? Susan can help you. 

She will shower your bird(s) with TLC in her home. 
For more information on rates and care specifics, contact by 

phone or e-mail                       
Susan Dixon 

                  1-248-330-6938 
            susanhdixon@hotmail.com   
                   References provided upon request  
           

 
 

FASHIONISTA WEAR 
Custom Handmade Clothing, Hair and Body Jewelry 

Anything Parrot-ty 
Custom Parrot Accessories  

Cage Covers, Shoulder Capes 
 or anything else you might think of 

Text, Message or Call me and ask 
If I can make it I will 

                         Lanah Harris 
                         1- 734-502-3751              
 

http://www.discountpetbirdstore.com/
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Parkway Small Animal & Exotic       

Hospital  
39321 Garfield 

Clinton Township, MI 48038 
586-416-8800 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Veterinary Care Specialists 

205 Rowe Road 
Milford, MI 48380 

248-684-0468 
Open 24 Hours A Day 7 Days A Week 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    MURALS 
    AND OTHER 

 CREATIONS                  
 BY  MARY KAY PERVA 
        734-207-0489 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
SPECIALTY PET SUPPLIES, INC. 

1449 W. Ann Arbor Road * Plymouth, MI 48170 
734-453-6930 

Fax:  734-453-7127 
M-F 10-7:30 * Sat 10-6 * Sun 12-4 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

MUGSHOTS and MOUSE PADS 
Species specific coffee mugs, mouse pads and other parrot 

paraphernalia 
                         Cheryl Hitter 
                          734-422-2804 
   *Put your pet’s picture on a mug or mouse pad* 
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Animal Crackers 
1100 N. Old US 23 * Hartland, MI 48843 

 

810-632-3344 
 

 
 
 
 

 
NORTH BRANCH ANIMAL HOSPITAL 

17630 Twelve Mile Road * Southfield, MI 48076 
248-557-7773 

 
 
 

 
 
 
                              For Birds of all Sizes 

 
The Industry Pioneer of Quality                                                                                                                                                           

Broad Natural Low Fat Nutrition® 

All at a Cost Less than Seed 

Because Crazy Corn® expands and seed is 60% waste! 
We’ve made it easy to prevent the most common cause 
of bird death- malnutrition from a seed diet. Cook ahead 
monthly, freeze baggies, keep some in the fridge to 
serve instantly. Superior breeding, lustrous feathering. 
Self-weans chicks. Shining health. Generous chunky 
fruits, veggies, whole grains, exciting herbs, pastas, 
beans, legumes, melon seeds, nuts, and more! Ecstatic 
birds!                1-800-BIRD YUM 

in California (818) 503-4YUM. Fax (818) 765-4895 

SPECIAL BREEDER PRICING 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

PRODUCTS FOR SALE 
 

UV LIGHTING, HEATERS, VITIMINS AND 
OTHER SUPPLIES for your BIRDS, FISH and 

REPTILES 
 

VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT 

zoomed.com 
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Bird Droppings 

       
 
 

UPCOMING MEETING 
DATES: 

OCTOBER 25th  – FOURTH SUNDAY 
NOVEMBER-PET EXPO NO MEETING 
DECEMBER 20th  - THIRD SUNDAY 
 
 
RAINBOW FEATHERS BIRD CLUB 
Who we are and what we are about 
 Non Profit club with members throughout the 

tri-county area, single bird owners, or just 
thinking of getting a bird, families, breeders, 
exhibitors, all are welcome. 

 Support scholarships for avian vet students 
 Yearly Bird Fair 
 Club Library for members 
 Grooming available 
 Avian rescue/relocation programs 
 Monthly meetings with programs of interest to 

members. 
 Monthly newsletter 
 Periodic Service projects 
 Field Trips 
 Educational Programs upon request 
 Make-it-take-it workshops 
Come join us and have your feathers preened by 
other Pet Bird Enthusiasts 
 

Rainbow Feathers Bird Club Elected Officers: 
President – Dave Carol 734-422-5981 

Email – sweettweeters@comcast.net 
Vice President – Steve Plafchan 734-513-0030 

Email – splafchan@twmi.rr.com  
Secretary – Kathe Cote 313-728-2211 

Email –gardenfrog1967@comcast.net 
Treasurer and Membership Secretary – 
 Tammy Carol 734-422-5981 
 Email – sweettweeters@comcast.net  
Board of Trustees –  

Susan Dixon 248-330-6938 
Email- mailto:susanhdixon@hotmail.com 

 Mary Perva – 734-207-0489 
            Henry Jedrzejek-734-427-3187 
            Email – bigduke@comcast.net 

 
ALL HEALTHY AND CLIPPED BIRDS ARE ALWAYS 
WELCOME TO ACCOMPANY THEIR HUMAN 
COMPANIONS TO THE MONTHLY MEETINGS.  WE 
MEET AT THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH, 6443 
MERRIMAN ROAD BETWEEN FORD AND WARREN 
IN GARDEN CITY.  MEETINGS START AT 2:00 PM. 
 
Anyone interested in becoming a member please 
contact Tammy Carol @ 734-422-5981 or by e-mail 
sweettweeters@comcast.net  

mailto:sweettweeters@comcast.net
mailto:%E2%80%93gardenfrog1967@comcast.net
mailto:sweettweeters@comcast.net
mailto:susanhdixon@hotmail.com
mailto:sweettweeters@comcast.net
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Steve Plafchan is now doing the newsletter.  All ads 
and articles will be due the 1st of the month for 
publishing in the current month’s newsletter.  
Please send all items to him at 11021 Henry Ruff, 
Livonia, MI 48150 or email them to him at 
splafchan@twmi.rr.com 
 
Everyone is encouraged to submit articles for the 
newsletter – this is YOUR newsletter. 
 
Articles and/or pictures copied from other 
publications must be accompanied with written 
permission from original publication and author; this 
needs to be provided to the editor along with the 
article and/or picture. 
 
Editor reserves the right to approve and/or edit any 
articles submitted prior to publication. 
 
Ads will be run free for members having a one-time 
sale (baby birds, etc.).  Those wishing to run ads 
multiple times or for a business must purchase a 
business membership. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 Ask owner’s permission to handle/feed 

bird(s) and remember to return bird to the 
owner. 

 Wash hands prior/after bird handling. 
 When bringing companion birds to club 

meetings, only bring birds that you have had 
vet checked and in your possession for at 
least 30 days. 

 Clean up after yourself and your bird(s) 
before you leave. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

CLUB WELFARE 
 
Please contact Jean Jedrzejek at 734-427-3187 or 
e-mail her at bigduke@comcast.net if you know of 
any club member who is in the hospital or has lost 
a loved one.  
   
 

 
 
 

Monthly Potluck 
Early last year, we stopped soliciting 
volunteers to bring food to our meetings.  
Instead, it was agreed that the format be a 
potluck venue.  We ask that “Everyone”, 
please join in and contribute a main dish, 
veggie, salad, or dessert. Our meetings will 
be a potluck fair enjoyed by one and all.  
    
 
 

 

 
From the prez: 
 
Time sure does fly it seems 
like summer had just started and now we are 
fully into fall, where does the time go any 
way!  It is now time to focus on our other 
big events. By the time you get this 
newsletter we will have already done the 
Guardians for Animals Pet Expo and will be 
looking toward the Novi Pet Expo a three 
day event of meet and greet, pictures and 
controlled mayhem but it is a blast to do.  
We need anyone who is planning to 
participate to please sign up so we can get 

mailto:bigduke@comcast.net
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the parking passes and your name on the list 
of club members who will be there so you 
get in. Remember no birds will be allowed 
through the front door all vendors and 
rescues must always use the back 
vendor/rescue entrance or you won’t get in.  
So please sign up and the parking passes 
will be mailed to you these are good all 
three days. Set-up is Thursday morning at 9 
AM November 19th so meet us at the 
Suburban Collection Showplace if you want 
to help.  Also we will have the discounted 
tickets for sale for anyone who is interested 
in them $8.00 instead of the full $10 for 
admission.  I was pleased to have such a 
good turnout at the September meeting 
considering the weather was beautiful and 
those weekends are going to be harder to 
find so thanks for coming as always it was a 
lot of fun.  So as we look toward the colder 
weather (sorry but this is Michigan) we will 
always have the taste of warmer exotic 
places with our birds around us. So keep that 
thought in your heads as the weather turns 
colder and the snow starts to fly it might 
help a little.  So I look forward to the Novi 
Pet Expo and all the fun we will have and 
look forward to seeing you there, as always 
YOU GUYS ROCK!!!!!! 

                                 Until Next Time 
                                  Your Prez Dave 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
       Voice of the Veep 
 

 We have two big events for 
our club in the near future and we are 
inviting everyone who wishes to assist to 
join us.  The first event is the Guardians for 
Animals Pet Expo it is taking place at: 
Madison Place, 876 Horace Brown Drive, 
Madison Heights, MI 48071(this is the same 
hall that the Motor City Bird Club has their 
fair at). The Expo is a two day event Sat & 
Sun on October 17th & 18th.  All the clubs 
participating will receive an equal portion of 
the donations from 50/50 raffle ticket sales 
and donations at the door.  Or club is also 
assisting by providing birds for a souvenir 
photograph.  We offered Guardians the 
option to allow them to have their 
photographer take photos of people with as 
many birds as they were willing to hold to 
bring in donations for the cause.  This is 
why we need as many members to assist all 
day both days to facilitate handling our birds 
and staging the pictures.  If Guardians 
manages to generate even a small portion of 
enthusiasm for pictures like we do at the 
Heritage Festival I know we will be a big 
success.  
 The next event is the Pet Expo in 
Novi this is a three day event Nov. 20th, 21st, 
& 22nd.  We will be meeting at the church on 
the morning of Thurs. Nov.19th at 8:00 AM 
to load tables then head to Suburban 
Showcase to set up for the Expo. Anyone 
planning on attending the Expo needs to 
contact Tammy so she can order your 
parking passes also: (THIS IS 
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IMPORTANT) is you intend on bringing a 
bird you must enter through the rear door 
then go to the desk to get a vendor wrist 
band.  If you are just working our booth but 
are not bringing a bird you still must enter 
through the rear door and get a wrist band.  
If you enter through the front entrance you 
will have to pay for a full admission and you 
will not be able to bring a bird inside! 
 Both of these events are a lot of fun 
and I encourage everyone to join us for a lot 
of fun. 

        Your Veep  
                                              Steve 

 
    Avast ye Mates 

 

       CAPTAINS  

       CORNER 
 
As you know last month this article got 
hijacked by Zoë a Moluccan Cockatoo who 
is relatively new to our flock but very astute 
in her observations, especially where 
Pookie’s pet human Steve is involved.  She 
has noticed his anti-Cockatoo rants and how 
we need more Grays but this is just a cover-
up!  We have evidence that Mr. Steve is 
trying to divert our attention from some very 
disturbing evidence and that he is all talk. 
That evidence is pictures and they say a 
picture is worth a thousand words well these 
speak volumes. These pictures show Mr. 
Steve holding, GASP, not one but TWO 
Cockatoos. He is shown holding Zoë AND 
Tuna at the same time and he is smiling. 

Really you are always going on about how 
there has to be a limit put on Cockatoos and 
Macaws but not on Grays. Also he keeps 
calling Cockatoos, (Umbrellas and 
Moluccan) psychotic and makes so much 
noise when Cockatoos outnumber Grays at 
the meetings. Well he never says anything 
about the mental state of Macaws just their 
numbers need to be limited at the meetings. 
We now know this may be all for show 
because those pictures are very damaging to 
his Gray cred. I think he secretly likes 
Cockatoos but doesn’t want the world to 
know his true feelings about Toos so he 
blusters on and on about them. Well Mr. 
Steve we have the pictures and are posting 
them everywhere we can Squawker, 
Featherbook, Instabird and Snapchirp to let 
the world know. Welcome to the dark side 
Mr. Steve!!!!! 

                                                  Cheers 
                                           Captain Morgan 
 

 
 
 

Out and About with 
Pookie 

 
 Contrary to many 
erroneous reports that 

have been circulating about inside the club 
Steve has not moved to the dark side.  Oh, I 
admit that it was a close call, he was barely 
saved by the tips of our feathers; but saved 
he was! 
 Yes, all of us (the Grey’s in his home) 
banded together and performed a 
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Cockatoorcisim on Steve before he became 
completely swallowed up by the dark side.  
It was close and for a short while we were 
afraid our efforts might have been in vain 
but in the end the good power of the Grey 
force prevailed.  We started by pinning 
Steve in his favorite chair, holding his 
eyelids open and forcing him to watch 
videos of various Cockatoos.  There were 
Umbrellas, Moluccans and Sulphur Crested 
Too’s all behaving in a cute and snuggly 
manner.   Then at the peak of their 
perceived cuteness the incessant screaming 
would start, but we had Steve sufficiently 
pinned to his chair rendering him immobile 
and unable to respond.  Although the evil 
darkness inside of him attempted to have 
him respond to this torture and have him 
cross to becoming a Cockatoo lover, we 
held our ground.  Regardless of how much 
his head spun about on his shoulders or 
how much he struggled and screamed, we 
did not give in.  We snuggled and cooed in 
his ears, gave him Grey kisses and hugs, 
assuring that small piece of the true Steve 
that we were on his side and we were going 
to save him.  As the evil of the dark side 
seemed to reach the zenith of its influence 
all of us Greys bonded together wing tip to 
wing tip while repeating over and over to 
him; “Greys are good, Cockatoos can’t be 
trusted, Greys are awesome, Cockatoos are 
psychotic, I don’t trust Toos, I trust Greys, I 
trust Greys, I trust Greys.”  With a sudden 
burst of emotion Steve sat up and blurted 
out “I’m a Grey lover.”  With this sudden 

epiphany Steve suddenly bolted upright, 
the darkness in his eyes cleared and he 
smiled once again. 
 Yes, we were successful in pulling 
Steve out of his disillusioned state and 
returning him to normal; well normal is a 
relative term.  We managed to return him 
to what we know as normal.  To confirm 
that our task was complete we allowed him 
to hold and handle Cockatoo’s at the next 
bird show and there were no ill effects.  The 
African Grey lover Steve is back with us, 
hale and healthy in all of his Grey loving 
glory. 
                                    Until next month 
                                  Chirps and Squawks 
                                              Pookie 
 

 
 
 

PET EXPO 
Here is 

tentative Pet Expo 
information; the hours are as follows: 
Friday, November 20th, Noon - 8pm 
Saturday, November 21st, 10am - 8pm 
Sunday, November 22nd, 11am-5pm 
The Suburban Showcase has the operation 
of the pet expo again this year.  Our club has 
been given the same generous space that we 
had last year and vendor badges will be 
available same as last year.  We do know 
that no birds will be allowed through the 
front door; if your bird is going to attend 
we must get you a pass to enter in the rear 
doors.  This can be accomplished in 
multiple ways; 1) Be sure to wear your club 
badge 2) Go to the vendor desk at the rear 
doors to either receive a vendor badge or to 
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be allowed access to our booth to receive a 
badge. 3) Call Dave, Tammy or me on our 
cell phones to bring you a badge.  
 The club will be getting parking passes for 
you if you have signed up to work.  If you 
are scheduled to work and have to pay an 
admission to enter or park your car keep 
your receipts and the club will refund your 
admission and parking fees.  YOU MUST 
HAVE YOUR RECEIPTS!  Entrance to the 
expo as a club member means you plan on 
working at least three hours at our booth.  If 
you intend to shop and look around plan on 
arriving early or staying over after your 
scheduled work times please. 

If you signed up to work and haven’t 
heard any details feel free to call Tammy 
734-422-5981 or Steve 734-513-0030 for 
last minute information 

For those of you who want to look 
around at the Expo, you can come early or 
stay after your scheduled time.  The 
schedule will be as follows; Set-up is 
Thursday 9am-6pm, we will be arriving at 
the church to move tables into our vehicles 
about 7:45 AM then to Suburban Showcase 
at 9am to set up. Friday’s show schedule is: 
Noon-3pm, 3pm-6pm, 6pm-8pm, Saturday’s 
schedule is 11am – noon, noon-3pm, 3pm-
6pm and 6pm to 8pm.  Sunday’s schedule is 
11am-1pm, 1-3pm and 3-5pm, and after the 
expo closes we will need help to clear out 
our space and return the tables to the church.  

                                                Tammy 
 

!!!!IMPORANT NOTE!!!! 
 
 Please remember if you plan on 
working you have to sign up or let Tammy 
know.  She needs to know as soon as 
possible to put your name on the list so you 
may enter through the rear door and she can 
get you a parking pass.   

 
 

    

  

Well many times people will call and use 
language that is, well, different to put it 
mildly.  Here are some of the things they 
think sound intelligent but when translated 
are really dumb, let’s see if you agree. 

I want a bird that I have a VISUAL 
CONNECTION with. This means it’s got 
to be perfect not one feather missing! 

Do you get any Umbrella Cockatoos that 
don’t have DECIBEL ISSUES? Meaning 
do you have any quiet Umbrella Cockatoos! 

I would like a bird without BEHAVIORAL 
REASSIGNMENT ISSUES. They want a 
bird that is sweet cuddly and will never bite. 

I want a bird that is HOUSEBROKEN! Uh, 
I am not sure about this one. 

Many of the Grays I have seen are bald do 
you ever get any in without being 
FEATHER FIXATED.  Simple pluckers 
not allowed! 

We want a bird that will not become 
GENDER FIXATED. Another gimme, 
they want it to like both sexes. 
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 My all time favorite so far is: 
We don’t want a bird that will become 
SEXUALLY ENAMORED with one of us 
we have small children they will not 
understand! In other words they don’t want 
a male bird doing the wild thing on their 
hand, shoulder or anywhere on their body. 

Of course none of these people would ever 
get a bird from us but they do keep the 
newsletter interesting. Oh and I am sure 
there will be more so you will see them! 

 

 

 

 

“Kiwi’s 
Castle” 
Hello everyone! 

You all know me as Kiwi Iris. I own the 
humans Susan Jenison and Carolyn 
Hemmye. Today I am going to give an 
instructional guide on how to train your 
human in the technique of “Scritching”. 
 I want you all to know how flustered I 
am that it takes my humans multiple tries 
and a great deal of effort to finally get the 
technique down. 
 First off, all of us birdies know how 
great it feels for our human pets to scritch us 
the right way (^_^). We all know what it 
feels like to be scritched the wrong way 
(>_>). 
 Now I will finally start my 
instructional guide. The first step in getting 
your human to scritch you the right way, 
well, is they have to know that you want to 
be scritched. This is different depending on 

the species you happen to be. If you are a 
Cockatoo or Macaw, you may try 
squawking a little to let your human know 
that this is what you want them to do (this is 
after you have made several nice attempts to 
get what you want). If you are an African 
Grey (or a species I have not yet listed), you 
may try to play with an jewelry or glasses, 
or maybe even nibble on the ear if your 
human does not pay attention. This is 
because you are tired of your human’s 
shenanigans of being busy with things they 
actually think are more important than 
paying attention to you and noticing that you 
have put your head to be scritched multiple 
times. Finally, if you’re a Pionus like me 
you may do several things at once to alert 
your human pet of this. For instance, I like 
to purr as loud as I possibly can while 
ruffling my head feathers to let my human 
know I want to be scritched. Or I may just 
resort to doing what I said an African Grey 
might do. Now you all know the first step 
which is getting your human to notice. 
The next step is to make sure your human 
knows how and where you want to be 
scritched. If my human does not do it right, I 
nibble on their fingers until they learn. I will 
usually start by tilting and pointing my head 
in the general direction of where I want to 
be scritched. When the human finally gets it 
right I am in paradise. 
 The last step is to enjoy the fact that 
your human pet is wrapped around your 
claws and sit back and enjoying the 
massage. After all, that’s what human pets 
are there for! 
Kiwi 
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           Quality by Mother Nature 
Original Corn Bean Mix®: Noodles-n-Nuts® 

      Rainforest Rice Puddin®: Pollypasta® 

                       Kung Fu Yum® 
                              For Birds of  all Sizes 

 
The Industry Pioneer of Quality                                                                                                                                                           

Broad Natural Low Fat Nutrition® 

All at a Cost Less than Seed 

Because Crazy Corn® expands and seed is 60% waste! 
We’ve made it easy to prevent the most common cause 
of bird death- malnutrition from a seed diet. Cook ahead 
monthly, freeze baggies, keep some in the fridge to 
serve instantly. Superior breeding, lustrous feathering. 
Self-weans chicks. Shining health. Generous chunky 
fruits, veggies, whole grains, exciting herbs, pastas, 
beans, legumes, melon seeds, nuts, and more! Ecstatic 
birds!                1-800-BIRD YUM 

in California (818) 503-4YUM. Fax (818) 765-4895 

SPECIAL BREEDER PRICING 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
An E-mail 
from the 

AARP 
Show 

 
To all 

the Rainbow 
Feathers Bird Club volunteers - Thank 
you for the wonderful show today at our 
AARP Chapter meeting. Everyone was 
thoroughly amazed to see all the birds. 
The narrative on each bird made it very 
interesting. We applaud your group for 
the volunteer and rescue work that you 
do. Having a bird is a longtime 
commitment, which many people do not 
understand. Keep up the good work and 
thanks again for sharing your time and 
knowledge with us.  

Sincerely, Adrienne 
the Chapter Secretary. 
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This month’s adventure takes us to Hartland 
(no not the heartland of the United States) 
but Hartland Michigan to help out another 
rescuer in need. It seems that when people 
hear you do animal rescue you will take 
ANY type of animal. The Rangers have 
been offered everything from Hamsters, 
Gerbils, Turtles, Bunnies, Dogs, Cats and 
even a Pig, so when this woman called she 
was in a bit of a pickle. It seems that 
because she was involved in dog rescue and 
occasionally did some pet sitting she would 
be the perfect candidate to dump a Cockatiel 
on. When she tried to refuse out came the 
old guilt trip and this moron of a person did 
the, if you don’t take him I’ll just open the 
door and let him go! Being an animal lover 
she couldn’t bear the thought of this 
happening so she took the bird in. Well now 
she was concerned about the safety of this 

poor little bird with large rescue dogs 
around so she called the Rangers for help. In 
a flash they headed out to Hartland to rescue 
him. When they arrived they were greeted 
by two beautiful Greyhounds very sweet but 
overly curious about this small feathered 
play toy and the bird was not happy. Well as 
it turns out the him was actually a her, a 
beautiful sweet little girl a cinnamon pearl to 
be exact and to the Rangers amazement was 
as sweet as she said. The woman was so 
grateful to the Rangers for taking her 
because not only was the bird stressed but so 
was the woman that had her but now both 
could relax for this poor Cockatiel was now 
going to a true bird place, minus the dogs. 
She would not stay long because of her 
sweet disposition she found a home quickly 
and would live happily ever after in the right 
home. The Rangers were thankful to this 
woman for taking the bird in and thankful 
she called them to find her the proper home. 
Another happy ending but their job was not 
done for more sooner than later another call 
would come in and another bird would need 
their assistance but they would be ready for 
they are THE RESCUE 
RANGERS!!!!!!!!!!!!! 
 
Stay tuned for our next exciting adventure 
Craziness in Highland!!!  
  
 

           

        
 
 

RESCUE   UPDATE 
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 The adoption side of the rescue saw a lot 
of activity last month.  We adopted four 
birds to new homes; A Cockatiel named 
Norma, a Parrotlett named Neia, a Blue & 
Gold Macaw named Gilligan and a Sever 
Macaw named Buddy went to new forever 
homes.  They all went to their new homes 
with cages, toys and food. 
 Again we want to extend our “THANKS” to 
you, our club members for your generous 
donations and participation in our monthly 
raffles.  It is your generosity that makes 
our rescue the success that it is.  Thank 
You! 

 
 

   

 

 

Guardians for Animals Pet Expo 
Raffle Tickets 

 The Guardians for Animals Pet Expo 
is fast approaching on October 17th and 18th 
and the way our rescue benefits from this 
event is from raffle ticket sales.  All the 
rescues receive an equal cut of the total 
raffle ticket sales with the rescue that sells 
the most tickets receiving an extra cut. 
 Tammy has received our club’s first 
box of 500 tickets to sell; the price of the 
tickets is $1.00 each or six for $5.00 we 
could sure use everyone’s help selling and 
buying tickets over the next couple of 
months.  We will have tickets available at all 

of the upcoming events or you can call 
Tammy for arrangements to obtain some. 
 Talk to your friends and neighbors 
and ask if they would be interested in 
helping our rescue out.  Let’s all do our best 
to sell all of our tickets! 

 
 

 
 
 

 
Odds and ends 

• The gifts for our Christmas exchange should 
have a $5 maximum.  Now’s when the 
bargains are if you want to start looking 
around for items. 

• Start asking businesses for donations for 
our raffle tables for the bird fair.  They do 
not need to be bird related. 

  
 

 
 

 
 

BIRTHDAY GREETINGS: 
To 
 

NANCY KEENAN                   NOV. 1 
RIDGE BOUGENOY              NOV. 2 
PATRICIA TREGURTHA      NOV. 8 
SHERYL DEGREGORIO      NOV. 9 
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MARY ANN KENNE              NOV. 9 
BOB GRUSZCZYNSKI         NOV. 12 
JONI GRUSZCZYNSKI         NOV. 13 
JOE LYNCH                        NOV. 13 
RACHEL PLAGENS              NOV. 15 
STEPHAN SULLIVAN          NOV. 15 
JACOB PASEK                    NOV. 17 
JANET ONDERCHANIN      NOV. 19 
FRED GORLITZ                  NOV. 20 
JOHANNA SEIBLEY                NOV. 21 
DIANE ARQUETTE             NOV. 22 
ROBERT GONZALEZ JR    NOV. 24 
ARIANA PASEK                   NOV. 25 
DORTHY MUELLER            NOV. 28 
KATHY WAGNER                 NOV. 30 
 
 

Bits from Baby  
 

Howdy all my 
feathered and non-
feathered members, I’m 

back with the latest news. I 
contacted Sparky and J. B. 
by Birdygram but they 
missed the meeting also. 
My main man Duke filled me 

in on all the news from the 
September’s meeting.  

We had forty-six people in 
attendance of which forty-three were 
members and three were guests who 
joined our flock. There were thirty-one 
feathered members with nine Macaws, 
seven Cockatoos, two African grays 
plus thirteen other types of parrots.  

October is almost a carbine copy 
of last month with all the programs and 
shows we are doing. I’ve said it once 
and I’ll say it again; it’s nice we are very 
lucky to have such GREAT NON-
FEATHERED CLUB MEMBERS, who 

work so hard to keep things running so 
smoothly for us. P.S. Steve will be back 
at our programs again! 

Now next month we have the 
greatest show on earth at Novi, it’s the 
Pet Expo. I look forward to this one all 
year long and will be there with my best 
feathers on. 

Well that's all for now.  
 

  
Till next we meet in October at the Meeting,  

                           Your friend Baby,  
>< >< >< >< ><>< >< >< >< ><>< >< ><  

 
 
 
 
 

UP COMING  

EVENTS 
As of 

October 13th 2015 
 
Oct 13th           Senior Show 
                American House East I 
                 17255 Common Rd. 
                  Roseville, MI 48066 
                          1:00 PM Set-up 
                           2:00 PM Start 
 
 
 
 
Oct 14th             Senior Show 
                American House Livonia 
                 11525 Farmington Rd. 
                      Livonia, MI 48150 
                          1:00 PM Set-up 
                           2:00 PM Start 
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Oct 17th & 18th  
                                  Guardians for Animals 
                                   Pet Expo 
                              Madison Place 
                      876 Horace Brown Drive 
                   Madison Heights, MI  48071 
                Sat Times 10 AM to 5 PM 
                Sun Times 11 AM to 4 PM 
We hopefully will be setting up on Friday 
like last year 
 
 
 
Oct 19th               Senior Show 
                    Waltonwoods at University 
                      Independent Living  
                      3250 Walton Blvd.  
                  Rochester Hills MI 48309 
                          12:00 PM Set-up 
                           1:00 PM Start 
 
  
 
Oct 23rd              Senior Show 
                American House Carpenter 
                 3470 Carpenter Rd. 
                  Ypsilanti, MI 48197 
                      1:30 PM Set-up 
                     2:30 PM Start 
 
 
 
Oct 27th                Senior Show 
                    Brookdale (was Clarebridge) 
                    750 West Eisenhower Rd. 
                       Ann Arbor, MI 48103 
                          12:00PM Set-up 
                          1:00PM Show 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Nov. 3rd            Senior Show 
              Cartel Inns of Brighton 
                1014 E. Grand River  
                  Brighton MI 48116 
                      1:30 PM Set-up 
                       2:30 PM Start 
 
 
Nov.11th              Bird Show 
               The Oaks Adult Day Care 
             (Located in the Church of Christ) 
                          2500 S. Main St. 
                       Ann Arbor, MI 48103 
                          12:00 set-up 
                          1:00 Show 
 
Nov. 13th              Senior Show 
                American House Westland 
                         39201 Joy Rd. 
                      Westland MI 48185 
                       1:00 PM Set-up 
                       2:00 PM Start 
 
 
                             PET EXPO 
Nov. 20th                Noon to 8pm 
Nov. 21st               10am to 8pm 
Nov. 22nd               11am to 5pm 
            Suburban Collection Showplace 
                     46100 Grand River 
                       Novi, MI 48374 

We will be setting up on Thursday 
Nov. 19th most likely around 9:00 am.  
Please remember no birds will be allowed 
through the front door. 
 
 
Dec 1st       Senior Show 
                Henry Ford Village 
                     Main Lobby 
                 15051 Ford Rd. 
              Dearborn, MI 48126 
                 1:30 PM Set-up 
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                2:30 PM Start 
 ********2016*******2016******** 
 
March 1st            Senior Show 
                  American House Troy 
                  2300 Grand Haven Drive 
                          Troy, MI 48083 
                           2:00 PM Set-up 
                           3:00 PM Start 
 
***NOTE******NOTE******NOTE*** 
 There has been some confusion from 
the loyal readers of Bird Droppings as to 
which events they are allowed to bring their 
own bird(s) to.  As a point of reference and 
for future information please we want 
everyone to be aware that when you see the 
line: 
 ***Our Club Has a Booth at This Event*** 
following or “Educational Show” preceding 
an event listing it means we are attending 
the event in an official capacity representing 
our club and rescue.  At these events all club 
members are welcomed to bring their 
feathered companions with them.  Also 
please note that our space is very limited at 
some of these events but don’t let this stop 
you from joining us, we will find a way for 
you and your birdie buddy to fit in and enjoy 
the fun. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 

Five methods 
for converting 
your bird to a 
healthier diet. 

                           By ZuPreem Staff 
 

For years, companion birds have 
been fed a diet comprised primarily of 
seeds.  However, new research shows a 
diet with a high percentage of seeds 
does not provide even the minimum 
nutrient levels your bird requires.  
Because seeds are not consistent in 
nutrient levels, many seeds are deficient 
in calcium and have excess levels of fat.  
A diet high in seeds may lead to obesity 
and other nutritionally related diseases.  
Avian nutritionists recommend a diet like 
ZuPreem® Avian Maintenance™ should 
make up at least 85 percent of an adult 
Bird’s meal.  If your bird currently eats 
primarily seeds, you may want to 
consider switching to a diet that ensures 
the proper consumption of nutrients and 
will promote a healthier longer life for 
your bird. 
Which method is best for you and 
your bird? 
There are many methods for converting 
your bird to a new diet, and your avian 
veterinarian can help you decide which 
method may work best for you and your 
bird. 
 
 
 
 
 
1. Interval feeding 
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For 20-30 minutes three times a day, 
offer 50% seeds along with 50% new 
diet in the same bowl.  The bowl should 
only be 1/4 full using this method. 
Remove all uneaten food from the cage 
after each feeding and check to see how 
much of the old and the new diet the 
bird is eating.  If the bird is eating some 
of the new diet, reduce the amount of 
seed and increase the amount of the 
new diet at each feeding until you are 
feeding only the new diet.  This method 
assures your bird will not starve, but 
should still be hungry enough to begin 
experimenting with the new food.  This 
process may take several days or 
several weeks, depending on your bird. 
2.Ten-day gradual method 
Over a 10-day period, fill the food dish 
1/4 full several times a day maintaining 
the following proportions of the old and 
the new diet. 
3. Remove seeds until later in the day 
Starting at bedtime, remove all seeds. In 
the morning, put fresh portions of the 
new diet in the cup. Leave the new diet 
in the cage until mid- to late afternoon.  
Then feed the bird’s previous diet for the 
rest of the day.  Repeat this process for 
several days or until the bird is 
consuming the new diet. Then offer only 
the new diet at all feedings. 
4. Back and forth method 
Starting at night, remove all food from 
the cage. In the morning, put the new 
diet in the food cup. Let the bird 

experiment with the new food, perhaps 
sampling one or two nuggets. Then after 
an hour, remove the nuggets and feed 
the old diet. Repeat the process 
throughout the day—new food for an 
hour, then the old diet.  During the next 
4-5 days, repeat the process but 
lengthen the time the new diet is in the 
cage, before offering the old diet. During 
the following week, keep extending the 
time the new diet is in the food cup, until 
you eliminate the old diet altogether.   
5.Total new diet 
In the wild, birds often do not have 
options. They eat seeds one season, 
fruits the next, consuming what is 
available.  Many authorities believe that  
some birds are able to make an abrupt 
transition because they recognize the 
new unfamiliar shapes as food and 
adapt relatively easily.  Great care 
should be taken to confirm that your bird 
is eating enough of the new diet to 
maintain weight. 
Day                        Old Diet               New Diet 
Day 1                      90%                          10%    
Day 2                      80%                          20% 
Day 3                      70%                          30% 
Day 4                       60%                         40% 
Day 5                       50%                         50% 
Day 6                       40%                         60% 
Day 7                       30%                         70% 
Day 8                       20%                         80% 
Day 9                       10%                         90% 
Day 10                     00%                        100% 
This article reprinted with permission from Zupreem® 
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     Free discount card                                    Open 7-Days          
available to club members       Ask about our birdie day spa treatment 

 

DISCOUNT PET & SUPPLIES 
Specializing in Exotic Birds & Cages 

1623 Middlebelt Rd. Livonia, MI 48154 
734-513-6060 

http://www.discountpetbirdstore.com/ 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
ROOSE ANIMAL HOSPITAL 

Kevin Roose, D.V.M. * Karen Knight, D.V.M. 
509 W. Ann Arbor Trail * Plymouth, MI 48170 

734-451-2870 
 

 
 
 

 
WARREN WOODS VETERINARY HOSPITAL 

29157 Schoenherr * Warren, MI 48314 
586-751-3350 

 
 
 
 

 
SOUTHGATE ANIMAL HOSPITAL 

Keith Cook, D.V.M. * Elieen Cook, D.V.M. 
13697 Dix-Toledo Rd* Southgate, MI 48195 

734-284-9122 
 

 
ANIMAL EMERGENCY CENTER 

24360 Novi Road * Novi, MI 48375 
248-348-1788 

265 E. 2nd St. * Rochester, MI 48307 
248-651-1788 

Both Locations are open 24 hours a Day 
7 Days a Week 

www.theanimalemergencycenter.com 
 
 

 
OAKLAND VETERINARY EMERGENCY GROUP 

1400 Telegraph Rd * Bloomfield Hills, MI 48302 
248-334-6877 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

BIRDMAMA’S BIRD SITTING 
SERVICE 

Are you going out of town or on vacation? Do you have a 
feathered friend that needs to stay at home? Susan can help you. 

She will shower your bird(s) with TLC in her home. 
For more information on rates and care specifics, contact by 

phone or e-mail                       
Susan Dixon 

                  1-248-330-6938 
            susanhdixon@hotmail.com   
                   References provided upon request  
           

 
 

FASHIONISTA WEAR 
Custom Handmade Clothing, Hair and Body Jewelry 

Anything Parrot-ty 
Custom Parrot Accessories  

Cage Covers, Shoulder Capes 
 or anything else you might think of 

Text, Message or Call me and ask 
If I can make it I will 

                         Lanah Harris 
                         1- 734-502-3751              
 

http://www.discountpetbirdstore.com/
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Parkway Small Animal & Exotic       

Hospital  
39321 Garfield 

Clinton Township, MI 48038 
586-416-8800 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Veterinary Care Specialists 

205 Rowe Road 
Milford, MI 48380 

248-684-0468 
Open 24 Hours A Day 7 Days A Week 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    MURALS 
    AND OTHER 

 CREATIONS                  
 BY  MARY KAY PERVA 
        734-207-0489 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
SPECIALTY PET SUPPLIES, INC. 

1449 W. Ann Arbor Road * Plymouth, MI 48170 
734-453-6930 

Fax:  734-453-7127 
M-F 10-7:30 * Sat 10-6 * Sun 12-4 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

MUGSHOTS and MOUSE PADS 
Species specific coffee mugs, mouse pads and other parrot 

paraphernalia 
                         Cheryl Hitter 
                          734-422-2804 
   *Put your pet’s picture on a mug or mouse pad* 
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Animal Crackers 
1100 N. Old US 23 * Hartland, MI 48843 

 

810-632-3344 
 

 
 
 
 

 
NORTH BRANCH ANIMAL HOSPITAL 

17630 Twelve Mile Road * Southfield, MI 48076 
248-557-7773 

 
 
 

 
 
 
                              For Birds of all Sizes 

 
The Industry Pioneer of Quality                                                                                                                                                           

Broad Natural Low Fat Nutrition® 

All at a Cost Less than Seed 

Because Crazy Corn® expands and seed is 60% waste! 
We’ve made it easy to prevent the most common cause 
of bird death- malnutrition from a seed diet. Cook ahead 
monthly, freeze baggies, keep some in the fridge to 
serve instantly. Superior breeding, lustrous feathering. 
Self-weans chicks. Shining health. Generous chunky 
fruits, veggies, whole grains, exciting herbs, pastas, 
beans, legumes, melon seeds, nuts, and more! Ecstatic 
birds!                1-800-BIRD YUM 

in California (818) 503-4YUM. Fax (818) 765-4895 

SPECIAL BREEDER PRICING 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

PRODUCTS FOR SALE 
 

UV LIGHTING, HEATERS, VITIMINS AND 
OTHER SUPPLIES for your BIRDS, FISH and 

REPTILES 
 

VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT 

zoomed.com 
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                                                                             This newsletter 
 Devoted to pet bird                                                                                                             

Enthusiasts is                                                                                               
published monthly by  

   Rainbow Feathers Bird 
 Club of Michigan 
A 501(c) (3) club 

 
                 November 2015  
           Volume 18 Issue 11 

 
 

Bird Droppings 

                     
 
UPCOMING MEETING DATES: 
NOVEMBER  20th, 21st, 22nd– PET EXPO 
        NO MEETING IN NOVEMBER 
DECEMBER 20th – THIRD SUNDAY 
JANUARY 24th – FOURTH SUNDAY 
 
RAINBOW FEATHERS BIRD CLUB 
Who we are and what we are about 
 Non Profit club with members throughout the 

tri-county area, single bird owners, or just 
thinking of getting a bird, families, breeders, 
exhibitors, all are welcome. 

 Support scholarships for avian vet students 
 Yearly Bird Fair 
 Club Library for members 
 Grooming available 
 Avian rescue/relocation programs 
 Monthly meetings with programs of interest to 

members. 
 Monthly newsletter 
 Periodic Service projects 
 Field Trips 
 Educational Programs upon request 
 Make-it-take-it workshops 
    And more……. 
Come join us and have your feathers preened by 
other Pet Bird Enthusiasts 

 
 
 

 
 

Rainbow Feathers Bird Club Elected Officers: 
President – Dave Carol 734-422-5981 
 Email – sweettweeters@comcast.net 
Vice President – Steve Plafchan 734-513-0030 
 Email – splafchan@twmi.rr.com  
Secretary – Kathe Cote 313-728-2211 
 Email – gardenfrog1967@comcast.net 
Treasurer and Membership Secretary – 
 Tammy Carol 734-422-5981 
 Email – sweettweeters@comcast.net  
Board of Trustees – 
 Mary Perva – 517-618-7008  
 Susan Dixon 248-330-6938 
 Email – susanhdixon@hotmail.com 
 Henry Jedrzejek-734-427-3187 
            Email – bigduke@comcast.net 

        
ALL HEALTHY AND CLIPPED BIRDS ARE ALWAYS 
WELCOME TO ACCOMPANY THEIR HUMAN 
COMPANIONS TO THE MONTHLY MEETINGS.  WE 
MEET AT THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH, 6443 
MERRIMAN ROAD BETWEEN FORD AND WARREN 
IN GARDEN CITY.  MEETINGS START AT 2:00 PM. 
 

mailto:sweettweeters@comcast.net
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Anyone interested in becoming a member please 
contact Tammy Carol @ 734-422-5981 or by e-mail 
sweettweeters@comcast.net  
 

 
 

 
Steve Plafchan is now doing the newsletter.  All ads 
and articles will be due the 1st of the month for 
publishing in the current month’s newsletter.  
Please send all items to him at 11021 Henry Ruff, 
Livonia, MI 48150 or email them to him at 
splafchan@twmi.rr.com 
 
Everyone is encouraged to submit articles for the 
newsletter – this is YOUR newsletter. 
 
Articles and/or pictures copied from other 
publications must be accompanied with written 
permission from original publication and author; this 
needs to be provided to the editor along with the 
article and/or picture. 
 
Editor reserves the right to approve and/or edit any 
articles submitted prior to publication. 
 
Ads will be run free for members having a one-time 
sale (baby birds, etc.).  Those wishing to run ads 
multiple times or for a business must purchase a 
business membership. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 Ask owner’s permission to 
handle/feed bird(s) and 
remember to return bird to the 
owner. 

 Wash hands prior/after bird 
handling. 

 When bringing companion birds 
to club meetings, only bring 
birds that you have had vet 
checked and in your 
possession for at least 30 days.  

 Clean up after yourself and  
your bird(s) before you leave. 
 

 
 
 

Monthly Potluck 
Early last year, we stopped soliciting 
volunteers to bring food to our meetings.  
Instead, it was agreed that the format be a 
potluck venue.  We ask that “Everyone”, 
please join in and contribute a main dish, 
veggie, salad, or dessert. Our meetings will 
be a potluck fair enjoyed by one and all.  
 
 
 
 

 

CLUB WELFARE 
Please contact Jean Jedrzejek at 734-427-3187 or 
e-mail her at bigduke@comcast.net if you know of 
any club member who is in the hospital or has lost 
a loved one.  
 
 
 
 

Crossing 
The Rainbow Bridge 

 
 
 Sadly we must report yet another loss 
of another feathered club member; Dolly the 
Goffin Cockatoo that was rescued by Susan 
and Charles Dickson crossed over. 

She was rescued about three years ago 
with a broken and swollen leg.  At the time 
of her rescue she was attempting to chew her 
own leg off.  After many trips to the vet it 

mailto:sweettweeters@comcast.net
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seemed Dolly had recovered the band had 
been removed, her leg was set and healed 
and other than a small amount of feather 
picking it appeared she had recovered.  Last 
month she attacked her leg with a vengeance 
and chewed a hole in her thigh about the 
size of a nickel with tremendous blood loss.  
Although she was rushed to the vet the 
blood loss and damage was too severe to 
save her. 

To Dolly we say “Fly free and soar on 
the far side of the Rainbow Bridge, you will 
always be remembered and loved 
 

FAREWELL 
DOLLY  

 
 
 
  
 
 
 
From the prez: 
 

I have to say we had a 
great meeting in October even 
with the unusually warm weather we had 
still pulled a great crowd.  It was nice to see 
some familiar faces as well as some new 
ones I’m just glad the food held out.  Now it 
is time for another huge event The Novi Pet 
Expo and I am sure it will be a crazy, busy, 
insane at times but as always a blast.  We 
are now a feature at the Expo and I like the 
sound of that so we should be really busy. 
We will be there all three days and because 

of this there is no November meeting our 
next formal meeting will be in December at 
our Christmas meeting but more info will be 
coming down the pike soon enough. I must 
stress that if you did not sign up you cannot 
get in, your name must appear on the list 
that has to be in by mid-November before 
the expo. Also if you are only coming for 
one day just pay the $5 parking fee the club 
will reimburse you the parking fee.  Another 
important detail is you must come through 
the back doors and stop at the check-in area 
to be admitted, no birds will be let in 
through the front doors.  Please do not bring 
“surprise guests” only those on the list will 
be admitted free of charge they have been so 
very good to us that we don’t want them to 
feel we are taking advantage of them. Most 
important come to work but be ready to have 
a blast doing it, there is a lot of fun and who 
knows we may be visited by a Pirate time 
will only tell.  So I look forward to seeing 
you those who signed up at the expo and I 
am sure there will be plenty of pictures on 
our Facebook page. I know everyone will be 
impressed by our club simply because YOU 
GUYS ROCK!!!!!!!! 

                                   Until Next Time 
                                      Your Prez 
                                         Dave 
 
 
 
 
 

           Voice of the Veep 
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 Last month our club was very active.  There 
were six senior shows, the two day 
Guardians for Animals pet expo and our 
regular meeting.  What I found very 
encouraging was all the support and 
assistance from our club members attending 
these events.  At Guardians our club was 
taking souvenir photos for the first time and 
we were a big hit.  There is no doubt in my 
mind that we will not only be invited back 
but we will be asked to do souvenir photos 
next year. 
 Now is not the time for us to sit back 
and rest upon our laurels because it is time 
for all of us to step forward and make the 
Pet Expo in Novi a huge success.  If you are 
planning on attending the Expo for more 
than one day contact Tammy A.S.A.P. so 
she can purchase you a multiple day parking 
pass.  If you are only planning on attending 
one day please pay for parking on your own 
and the club will reimburse you.  If you are 
going to be working our booth there are two 
things you must do, first you must contact 
Tammy prior to Monday the 16th of 
November so she can put your name on the 
members list that will be at the back door.  If 
you plan on bringing your bird(s) you have 
to enter through the rear door then stop at 
the desk to receive a vendor wrist band.  
(You can only do this if Tammy has you on 
the list submitted by November 16th.  
 Our club is being listed as a featured 
attraction with top billing this year by the 
expo so I expect we will be quite crowded 
and busy.  If you have never joined us for an 
event like this I encourage you to join us; 
you will have more fun than you can 
imagine. 
 We will be setting up our booth on 
Thursday Nov. 19th by meeting at the church 
about 7:30AM to 8:00AM to pick up tables 
then take them to Novi.  The doors open at 
Suburban Collection at 9:00AM for set-up 

and it usually takes us about three to four 
hours to finish. 
 I’ll see you at the Expo and remember 
there is no meeting in November because of 
the show.  If you have any questions feel 
free to call me (Steve) at home 1(734) 513-
0030 or on my cell 1(313) 608-7106. 
 
                                 See you at the Pet Expo 
                                          Your Veep  
                                               Steve         
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

PET EXPO 
Here is Pet 

Expo information; 
the hours are as 
follows: 

Friday, November 20th, Noon - 8pm 
Saturday, November 21st, 10am - 8pm 
Sunday, November 22nd 11am-5pm 
The Suburban Showcase has the operation 
of the pet expo again this year.  Our club has 
been given the same generous space that we 
had last year and vendor badges will be 
available same as last year.  We do know 
that no birds will be allowed through the 
front door; if your bird is going to attend 
we must get you a pass to enter in the rear 
doors.  Most importantly you must let 
Tammy know you will be there so she can 
add your name to the list being given to 
the Expo on Nov. 16th.   Go to the vendor 
desk at the rear doors to either receive a 
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wrist band or to be allowed access to our 
booth to receive a badge The club will be 
getting parking passes for you if you have 
signed up to work.  If you are scheduled to 
work and have to pay an admission to enter 
or park your car keep your receipts and the 
club will refund your admission and parking 
fees.  YOU MUST HAVE YOUR 
RECEIPTS!  Entrance to the expo as a club 
member means you plan on working at least 
three hours at our booth.  If you intend to 
shop and look around plan on arriving early 
or staying over after your scheduled work 
times please. 

If you signed up to work and haven’t 
heard any details feel free to call Tammy 
734-422-5981 or Steve 734-513-0030 for 
last minute information 

For those of you who want to look 
around at the Expo, you can come early or 
stay after your scheduled time.  The 
schedule will be as follows; Set-up is 
Thursday 9am, we will be arriving at the 
church to move tables into our vehicles 
about 7:30 AM then to Suburban Showcase 
at 9am to set up. Friday’s show schedule is: 
Noon-3pm, 3pm-6pm, 6pm-8pm, Saturday’s 
schedule is 10am – noon, noon-3pm, 3pm-
6pm and 6pm to 8pm.  Sunday’s schedule is 
11am-1pm, 1-3pm and 3-5pm, and after the 
expo closes we will need help to clear out 
our space and return the tables to the church.  

                                                Tammy 
 
 
 
 

               
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

BIRTHDAY GREETINGS 
to: 

 
 
CHERYL BRATCHER                          DEC. 1 
LINDA WAGNER                               DEC. 3 
JEREMY EAMES                                  DEC. 7 
PATRICK BONSE                                DEC. 13 
ROBERT GONZALEZ                          DEC. 13 
LINNEA NICHOLSON-FARIS             DEC.13 
ANNETTE BALLARD                         DEC. 14 
ANITA WISNIEWSKI                        DEC. 16 
ELIZABETH GLADSON                     DEC. 17 
SEAN PETROVICH                           DEC. 17 
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           Quality by Mother Nature 
Original Corn Bean Mix®: Noodles-n-Nuts® 

      Rainforest Rice Puddin®: Pollypasta® 

                       Kung Fu Yum® 

                              For Birds of  all Sizes 

 

The Industry Pioneer of Quality                                                                                                                                                           
Broad Natural Low Fat Nutrition® 

All at a Cost Less than Seed 

Because Crazy Corn® expands and seed is 60% waste! 
We’ve made it easy to prevent the most common cause 

of bird death- malnutrition from a seed diet. Cook ahead 
monthly, freeze baggies, keep some in the fridge to 
serve instantly. Superior breeding, lustrous feathering. 
Self-weans chicks. Shining health. Generous chunky 
fruits, veggies, whole grains, exciting herbs, pastas, 
beans, legumes, melon seeds, nuts, and more! Ecstatic 
birds!                1-800-BIRD YUM 

in California (818) 503-4YUM. Fax (818) 765-4895 

SPECIAL BREEDER PRICING 

 

 
Odds and ends 

 
• The gifts for our Christmas exchange 

should have a $5 maximum.  Now’s 
when the bargains are if you want to 
start looking around for items. 

• Start asking businesses for donations 
for our raffle tables for the bird fair.  
They do not need to be bird related. 

 

          
UP COMING  

EVENTS 
As of 

November 10th 2015 
 
 
 
Nov. 10th            Senior Show 
                     Oakwood Commons 
                          16351 Rotunda Dr. 
                           Dearborn, MI 48102 
                              2:00 Set-up 
                              3:00 Show 
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Nov.11th              Bird Show 
               The Oaks Adult Day Care 
             (Located in the Church of Christ) 
                          2500 S. Main St. 
                       Ann Arbor, MI 48103 
                          12:00 set-up 
                          1:00 Show 
 
 
 
Nov. 13th              Senior Show 
                American House Westland 
                         39201 Joy Rd. 
                      Westland MI 48185 
                       1:00 PM Set-up 
                       2:00 PM Start 
 
 
                             PET EXPO 
Nov. 20th                Noon to 8pm 
Nov. 21st                10am to 8pm 
Nov. 22nd                11am to 5pm 
            Suburban Collection Showplace 
                     46100 Grand River 
                       Novi, MI 48374 

We will be setting up on Thursday 
Nov. 20th most likely around 9:00 am.  
Please remember no birds will be allowed 
through the front door. 
 
 
Dec 1st       Senior Show 
                Henry Ford Village 
                     Main Lobby 
                 15051 Ford Rd. 
              Dearborn, MI 48126 
                 1:30 PM Set-up 
                2:30 PM Start 
 
 
 ********2016*******2016******** 
 

March 11th         Senior Show 
                  American House Troy 
                  2300 Grand Haven Drive 
                          Troy, MI 48083 
                           2:00 PM Set-up 
                           3:00 PM Start 
 
 
***NOTE******NOTE******NOTE*** 
 There has been some confusion from 
the loyal readers of Bird Droppings as to 
which events they are allowed to bring their 
own bird(s) to.  As a point of reference and 
for future information please we want 
everyone to be aware that when you see the 
line: 
 ***Our Club Has a Booth at This Event*** 
following or “Educational Show” preceding 
an event listing it means we are attending 
the event in an official capacity representing 
our club and rescue.  At these events all club 
members are welcomed to bring their 
feathered companions with them.  Also 
please note that our space is very limited at 
some of these events but don’t let this stop 
you from joining us, we will find a way for 
you and your birdie buddy to fit in and enjoy 
the fun. 
 

 
 

                    
I’m Sick..... 

         
I’m sick can I give this to my 

birds?  That is one of the most asked 
questions I get at this time of year 
hands down.  Now as we all know rule 
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of thumb is that if you are sick you 
stay home and avoid groups of people 
so you do not spread what you have or 
pick up a secondary infection.  This is 
just common sense but what about 
your birds; can you give them your 
cold or flu?  In most cases we can not 
share illnesses with our feathered 
kids, (except for a couple the main 
one being Psittacosis or Parrot Fever 
in humans).  This however doesn’t 
mean that you shouldn’t be more 
careful around your birds.  When ever 
I get sick I limit face time with my 
birds which means I do not do my 
normal snuggling and cuddling just as a 
safety measure and I constantly wash 
my hands.  I just do not like to take 
chances with my bird’s health and I 
know we are all that way.  Another 
thing that has everybody concerned is 
the Swine Flu they have had turkeys 
that have contracted this virus but 
exotics have not.  So remember if you 
do get sick stay home and take care 
of yourself even if it means missing 
church or even a bird club meeting.  
We want you healthy, happy and your 
birds too. 
 
                                                    Dave 

 
 

 
 
Out and About                                                                                                            
with Pookie  

  
 
Things are beginning to reach a critical point 
around our home; Steve is still slipping 
deeper and deeper into darkness. Yes, we 
did have a specialist stop by our home and 
perform a cockatoo-exorcism on Steve’s 
psyche to drive the inane desires out of 
Steve’s mind last month.  At first the 
cockatooism produced promising results and 
we (all of his African Greys) thought a vital 
threshold had not only been attained but 
crossed.  Well, needless to say our 
celebrations were not only premature but 
unfounded. 
 It started in a very benign fashion; the 
first clue we had that his issue still existed 
was a feather, it was a large white feather 
stuck to the inside of his jacket at a senior 
show.  We immediately confronted him 
about the origin of this feather and he denied 
that it was from a Cockatoo.  Wanting to be 
fair and allow him the benefit of truth, this 
minor infraction was overlooked however it 
was not a minor infraction.  Before we could 
react to save him JB witnessed Steve 
romping with Tuna or Ricky (both 
psychopathic Umbrella Cockatoos which are 
impossible to tell apart.)  Then as we 
attempted to put up our grey ninja skills to 
stop his slippage he picked up and was 
holding Zoey (a Moluccan Cockatoo) 
bouncing and dancing on his arm.  Then as 
we moved in to stop this self-destructive 
behavior he put the “Cockatoo” down and 
picked up a--a---Macaw!  Oh the absolute 
horror; this was no minor transgression but a 
major shift in the mental stability of our 
companion human. 
 He was not only interacting with 
Cockatoos but with Macaws also.  Knowing 
that this type of transfer to the “dark side” of 
Cockatoo-ism and Macaw-itis can rapidly 
lead to permanent and incurable brain 
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damage we stepped into action and 
contacted a specialist.  Sadly what we were 
told is that Steve’s affliction was most likely 
incurable, little did we know that the bites of 
Macaws and Cockatoos are very similar to 
being bitten by malaria carrying mosquitos.  
Once you have contracted malaria the only 
thing you can do is manage the disease it 
most likely cannot be cured, this is exactly 
what happens when someone contracts the 
Cockamaw bug.  The only thing that can be 
done for Steve is for us to manage his 
affliction and try to shift him away from the 
error of his ways.   

 
           Chirps and Squawks 

                                   Pookie 
 
 
 
 
 

                       
 
 

 
 

   

It started out like any other phone call 
this woman was asking for advice about her 
African Gray but the advice she needed left 
me laughing and I’m sure you will too. She 
was having a 4th birthday party for her 
daughter and there were between 12 and 15 
children there as well all 4 and 5 years old. 
They were playing games and things began 

to get loud and the excitement level was 
reaching a very high level. As the kids got 
ramped up so did the Gray and he began 
making all sorts of amusing sounds and 
talking away like there was no tomorrow. 
When all of a sudden he let his freak flag fly 
and came out with some very colorful 
language much to the horror of this woman 
and her husband. The kids all began to say 
the bird said a bad word and began laughing 
which encouraged the bird even more. 
Finally the bird was put in his night-night 
cage in another room away from the party 
but the damage was done. She wanted to 
know how to stop the bird from ever saying 
those words again. I told her you can 
minimize this by not reacting when he says 
them and he may not say them for a while 
but unfortunately he has them and will say 
them again at some time, usually when you 
don’t want him to. She was not happy but 
they needed to turn down the TV when 
movies with that sort of language are on. 
Can you imagine when the other parents ask 
how was the party and their kids say the bird 
said #*!& and %$*& I would love to see the 
look on their faces. Also I bet they don’t 
ever go to a party at that house again! Ah 
birds gotta love em! 

 
 
 

 Rambling with Rambo 
 
All of you that have been 
around Rainbow Feathers for 
a while may know this story.  
Since we have so many new 
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member, I will tell you all my story. 
My name is Rambo. I am a boy Hahn’s 
Macaw.  My species is the smallest of the 
Macaws.  But don’t let my size fool you. I 
am as much a Macaw as a big Blue and 
Gold.  Yeah, Captain Morgan, I can be as 
tough, and as loud, as you can.  And I can 
probably eat more than you. 
So my name is Rambo. I’m 24 years old.  
My pet human is Michael.  I came to live 
with him in November, of 1991.  I was 5 
months old. I had come straight from the 
jungles of Brazil.  I have a pretty leg band to 
show this. 
I was a present from a man named Michael 
P. He was Mommy’s son. He was home for 
a visit from the USMC.  Formerly, he had 
worked for a pet shop. This is how my older 
brother and sister came to live here also. 
Being a young bold little thing, my first duty 
upon arriving at my new home was to bite 
someone.  I chose an 8 year old little girl. 
Hence, I became known as Rambo.  Well, I 
met my new family. The first few nights I 
was scared.  Here I am in this mad house. 
There is this very unusual man, whom I 
would come to love, and this really, really, 
noisy yellow and orange bird named Thrash, 
and this kind of laid back Senegal parrot. He 
hardly made any noise. 
Move forward 15 years.  I was still mean. I 
did let Michael pet me.  That lady was still 
terrified of me. Imagine that scared of little 
old me.  Well, Thrash got sick. She had what 
they call a stroke.  Slick just plain got old, 
from years of a bad diet.  Back then humans 
didn’t know how important a good diet is.  
They just fed us any old bird seed. 
After Slick died (he was 18, Thrash was 17) 
Michael wanted another bird. Mommy did 
not. Daddy kept telling her how he liked 
having at least two birds.  He enjoyed 
having the different personalities.  Well he 
started attending bird shows.   

Many times he would meet this group called 
Rainbow Feathers Bird Club and Rescue.  
They were really nice. Every time he met 
them they were nice to him.  Here is this 
group of people he didn’t know, letting him 
hold their birds.  Oh Daddy was hooked. He 
joined their club.  He eventually started 
attending meetings.  Then he started taking 
me with him.  That first one was scary, all 
that noise, all those people, all those birds. I 
had never seen so many birds.  Then he took 
me to one of those Educational Event, then 
to an outdoor fair, then more shows.  Now I 
am one of the stars of these shows. Well, 
how about that. 
And last winter something wonderful 
happened. Daddy got his second bird. A nice 
big Severe Macaw. One of Michael’s friends 
called him when this new bird arrived. His 
name is Packo. We are all very happy now. 
 
                                     As always, Remember,  
                              Have Fun, (try to) Be Good,  
                                           and Never Forget,  
                                                  Macaws Rule. 

Rambo 
 
 

        
 
 

Pondering With 
Packo: 
 
   Well as you know, 
I’ve been with Michael 
for 8 months now. I 
still have not been to 

any club meetings, shows, or fairs, with him.  
I still have this issue about him picking me 
up.   Every time he wants to take me some 
place, I hide in my toys.  Then when he 
gives up I laugh at him.  
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I’ve been really good otherwise.  I play. I 
sing. I eat. And I poop, lots of poop.  Every 
time he brings that other bird into the room 
with me, I know it is time for us to eat 
together.  Man, that little thing can sure eat, 
and eat, and eat. 
When my brother wants more food, or a 
drink, he lets out this short, sharp, loud, 
squawk. I have learned that. Daddy is so 
proud of me. 
Sometimes my brother, Rambo, is a real 
brat.  When Michael needs to leave the 
house, and not take Rambo, Rambo gets real 
upset.  He will not go into his house. I can 
hear Daddy saying, “Rambo time to go in. 
Rambo (a little louder). Rambo (still a little 
louder).”  Then he say, “Rambo, you are 
being Bad. You can’t go. Get in your 
house.”  Now he is in trouble. I can hear him 
running across the top of his house, away 
from Daddy.  Sometimes Daddy gets real 
mad and says, “I’m leaving. You be good 
while I’m gone.”  Daddy bangs the door and 
drives away.  Then I hear Rambo go into his 
house. 
I never do that. I like my house. I have lots 
of food, and toys. I love my toys, especially 
that rubber ball with the bell inside.  
Sometimes, after Michael puts me to bed, I 
grab that ball and shake it hard. I like 
making this noise when Daddy is trying to 
sleep. 
That brings up another thing. Most nights 
Daddy puts on the radio before turning off 
the lights.  The music is usually really good. 
Except on Saturday night. Every Saturday 
night starting anywhere from 9:00 to 10:00, 
he puts on this show of dance music.  How 
can anyone sleep with that stuff on?  Then 
this loud voice comes on and says, “You’re 
listening to the Saturday Night Safety 
Dance, 8:00pm to 4:00am.”  Are you people 
crazy? It’s bed time.  4:00am, oh my gaud.  
Then can you believe Michael leaves this 

stuff on until 2:30 in the morning.  Oh then, 
this really irritates me.  To stop the music, 
he touches that computer thing. This bright 
light comes on. 
Well, I’ve rambled on enough. Really do 
hope to meet you all soon. Packo.  

          
 

 
 

                    Bits from Baby  
 
 

Howdy all my feathered 
and non-feathered members, 
this is your roving reporter 
Baby with help from some 
friends, with the latest and 

greatest news. 
The October meeting was great 

with fifty-eight people and forty 
feathered members in attendance. 
Forty-seven were club members and 
Eleven Guests. The feathered members 
were Seven African Grays, Five 
Cockatoos, and Eight Macaws, plus 
Twenty-three other types of Parrots. 

In November we get a break from 
the programs because it starts to get a 
little colder outside for us to travel. The 
club members that come to the 
programs do a wonderful job taking us 
around to visit with all the people and a 
lot of them never even knew there were 
so many colorful birds. They always 
thank us for coming and making their 
day a lot brighter. 
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Now this month we have the 
Greatest Show On Earth in Novi, it’s the 
Pet Expo. It three days of fun and 
excitement for all the club members, 
both Non-feathered and Feathered 
alike. We get to visit all kinds of people, 
young and elderly who come to see 
what a great club we have.  They also 
get to hold some of us and get their 
picture with us.  

This is one of my favorite things I 
look forward to all year long, because 
I will be there with Duke and the whole 
gang with my best feathers on. 

                     Your friend Baby 
  >< >< >< >< ><>< >< >< >< >< 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
    
   
                    

     

 
                             
           
   
   

It started with a phone call one that 
had the Rangers enlist the help of a whole 
posse to wrangle a flock of birds in 
Highland Michigan. They gathered at a 
selected meeting area and in convoy style 
went out to this house to get the birds. Now 
the Rangers are used to drama and craziness 
but this went above and beyond anything 

they had ever encountered.  This person had 
not one but two female and one male 
Eclectus Parrots, one Blue and Gold Macaw 
and a Greenwing Macaw to turn over to the 
rangers plus a whole lot of big cages. When 
they arrived they found that things got more 
than a little strange in fact they went way 
beyond Looney Tunes to Crazyville very 
quickly. This person decided that they 
would keep the Greenwing Macaw and then 
began to back pedal on the others. Then this 
person started to add, then take away what 
she would give up. All while the members 
of the posse waited and waited and waited 
for them to make up their mind. Finally fully 
exasperated the Ranger laid down an 
ultimatum, this person would have to find a 
place for these birds themselves, they were 
done. It was only then they conceded and 
gave them all but the Greenwing Macaw. 
This was after about three hours of 
bargaining and mind changing finally the 
posse was on their way out of Highland and 
out of Crazyville. They would soon find 
homes for all these poor parrots and this 
person at a later date finally gave up the 
Greenwing but that’s another story. Very 
tired and slightly irritated (I lie very 
irritated) they waited for the next call that 
would have them rescuing another poor bird 
in need of their help. They would do this 
without fail for they are the RESCUE 
RANGERS!!!!!!! 
 
Stay tuned for our next stimulating adventure Two 
Tiels in South Lyon!!!! 
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   Avast ye Mates 

 

CAPTAINS  

       CORNER 

Well it seems that ALL the Grays at 
Steve’s house got together and did a 
Cockatooism to rid him of his leaning 
toward those in their words psycho 
Cockatoos. I heard it was really a sight all of 
the Grays in a circle chanting and repeating 
Grays good, Cockatoos bad over and over 
again. They were throwing gray dust all over 
him and things got very frenzied until a 
sweaty Steve collapsed in his chair totally 
wrung out and seemingly cured of his 
Cockatoo leanings.  Well that is what they 
thought but what they really did was open a 
Pandora’s Box and all sorts of things got 
out.  Steve has been seen trying to sneak 
these birds home under his Caca cape not 

one but two different Parakeets (Buttons and 
Stormy), a Senegal (Pablo) and a Panama 
Amazon (Maddie).  It did not cure him of 
his problem but made them worse. What 
they thought would rid him of his Cockatoo 
leanings has only spread it out to other birds 
making matters worse. They should have 
called in a professional but tried to do it 
themselves and this is what happened. Who 
knows where it will stop! He could bring 
home all sorts of parrots, maybe even a 
Vulture! What did they do? This could 
escalate into something bigger than anyone 
could imagine. So I am putting the word out 
on Featherbook and Squawker for a 
professional to bring Steve back to normal 
before he tries to put ME under his cape! 
This must be stopped!!! 

                                              Cheers 
                                     Captain Morgan 
 
 
 
 
 

 
                       
           
 

    Rescue 
Update  
 Our rescue 
continues to be active.  We 
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have adopted to new homes four parrots.  
A Sun Conure, a Cockatiel, a Moustache 
Parakeet and a Parakeet. 

All these birds went to their new 
homes with cages, food and toys.  Thanks 
to all of you, our generous club members.  
It is because of your support and 
participation in our monthly club raffles 
and your donations that help to make our 
rescue the success that it is.  Keep up the 
great work, our thanks to all of you. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A bird’s droppings 
can be an 

early indicator of 
illness 

 
By Don J. Harris, DVM 

Because birds are 
excellent at hiding illness, your 
bird’s dropping may be one of 
the early indicators that your bird 
is sick.  There are three 
components to your bird’s 

droppings—the stool component, the urine 
component and the uric acid component.  Changes 
in any of the three components should be taken 
seriously and may indicate your bird is sick.  Any 
abnormal signs demand the immediate attention of 
your veterinarian. 
1. The stool component 

The stool comes from the gastrointestinal 
tract and is usually a greenish rope or blob. This 
portion of the bird’s droppings is highly influenced 
by the bird’s diet and can radically vary with a 

change in diet.  For example, beets can make the 
stools red, while blueberries may turn the stools 
purple.  Colorants in some commercial diets can 
also change the color of the stools.  Color changes 
are often irrelevant, but bird owners should be 
concerned if the stools become black or have a 
strong or unusual odor. 
2. The urine component 

The relatively clear, watery urine portion is 
produced by your bird’s kidneys.  The amount of 
water in your bird’s droppings is directly influenced 
by the water content of the foods your bird eats.  
Wet stools, however, should become drier with dry 
foods.  Large amounts of water persistently present 
in the droppings could be a sign of serious disease 
and you should consult your avian veterinarian. 
3. The uric acid component 

The white/cream colored uric acid portion of 
your bird’s droppings is a very important indicator of 
health.  This part of the droppings should without 
exception be white or near white in color.  Changes 
to lime green, bright yellow, mustard brown, pale 
brown and brick red are common signs of very 
serious illness.   Any change from normal should be 
investigated immediately.  Establish a normal 
benchmark in your bird by observing and keeping a 
record of the number, volume, color and 
consistency of your bird’s droppings.  This can be 
very helpful later if you notice a change. 
This article reprinted with permission from Zupreem ®  
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NORTH BRANCH ANIMAL HOSPITAL 

17630 Twelve Mile Road * Southfield, MI 48076 
248-557-7773 

 
 

 
 
 
 

ROOSE ANIMAL HOSPITAL 
Kevin Roose, D.V.M. * Karen Knight, D.V.M. 

509 W. Ann Arbor Trail * Plymouth, MI 48170 
734-451-2870 

 
 
 

 
 
 

SPECIALTY PET SUPPLIES, INC. 
1449 W. Ann Arbor Road * Plymouth, MI 48170 

734-453-6930 
Fax:  734-453-7127 

M-F 10-7:30 * Sat 10-6 * Sun 12-4 
 
 
 
 

 
WARREN WOODS VETERINARY HOSPITAL 

29157 Schoenherr * Warren, MI 48314 
586-751-3350 

 
 
 

 
OAKLAND VETERINARY EMERGENCY GROUP 

1400 Telegraph Rd * Bloomfield Hills, MI 48302 
248-334-6877 

 
 
 
 

     Free discount card                                    Open 7-Days          
available to club members       Ask about our birdie day spa treatment 

 

DISCOUNT PET & SUPPLIES 
Specializing in Exotic Birds & Cages 

1623 Middlebelt Rd. Livonia, MI 48154 
734-513-6060 

http://www.discountpetbirdstore.com/ 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

FASHIONISTA WEAR 
Custom Handmade Clothing, Hair and Body  Jewelry 

Anything Parrot-ly 
Custom Parrot Accessories  

Cage Covers, Shoulder Capes 
 or anything else you might think of 

Text, Message or Call me and ask 
If I can make it I will 

                         Lanah Harris 
                         1- 734-502-3751              
 

 

BIRDMAMA’S BIRD SITTING 
SERVICE 

Are you going out of town or on vacation? Do you have a 
feathered friend that is staying at home? Susan can help you 

with your problem she will birdie sit your bird(s) at her house. 
For more information on rates and care specifics contact by 

phone or e-mail 
                       

Susan Dixon 
                       1-248-330-6938 
            susanhdixon@hotmail.com    
           

http://www.discountpetbirdstore.com/


- 17 - 

 
SOUTHGATE ANIMAL HOSPITAL 

Keith Cook, D.V.M. * Elieen Cook, D.V.M. 
13697 Dix-Toledo Rd* Southgate, MI 48195 

734-284-9122 
 

 
ANIMAL EMERGENCY CENTER 

24360 Novi Road * Novi, MI 48375 
248-348-1788 

265 E. 2nd St. * Rochester, MI 48307 
248-651-1788 

Both Locations are open 24 hours a Day 
7 Days a Week 

www.theanimalemergencycenter.com 
 
 
 

 

MUGSHOTS and MOUSE PADS 
Species specific coffee mugs, mouse pads and other parrot 

paraphernalia 
                         Cheryl Hitter 
                          734-422-2804 
             *Put your pet’s picture on a mug or mouse pad* 
 

 
 

    MURALS 
    AND OTHER 

 CREATIONS                  
 BY MARY KAY PERVA 
        734-207-0489 
 

Parkway Small Animal & Exotic       
Hospital  

39321 Garfield 
Clinton Township, MI 48038 

586-416-8800 
 
 
 

 
 
 

                         
  

 
 

 

 
Veterinary Care Specialists 

205 Rowe Road 
Milford, MI 48380 

248-684-0468 
Open 24 Hours A Day 7 Days A Week 

 
 

 

UV LIGHTING, HEATERS, VITIMINS AND 
OTHER SUPPLIES for your BIRDS, FISH and 

REPTILES 
 

VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT 

zoomed.com 
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This newsletter 

Is devoted to pet bird                                                                                                             
to enthusiasts is                                                                                               

published monthly by  
   Rainbow Feathers Bird 

 Club of Michigan 
A 501(c) (3) club 

 
December 2015                                                                                                 

Volume 18 Issue 12  

Bird Droppings  

          
 
 

UPCOMING MEETING DATES: 
DECEMBER 20th   – THIRD SUNDAY 
JANUARY 24th – FOURTH SUNDAY 
FEBRUARY 28th – FOURTH SUNDAY 
 
RAINBOW FEATHERS BIRD CLUB 
Who we are and what we are about 
 Non Profit club with members throughout the 

tri-county area, single bird owners, or just 
thinking of getting a bird, families, breeders, 
exhibitors, all are welcome. 

 Support scholarships for avian vet students 
 Yearly Bird Fair 
 Club Library for members 
 Grooming available 
 Avian rescue/relocation programs 
 Monthly meetings with programs of interest to 

members. 
 Monthly newsletter 
 Periodic service projects 
 Field Trips 
 Educational programs upon request 
 Make-it-take-it workshops 
    And more……. 
 
Come join us and have your feathers preened by 
other Pet Bird Enthusiasts 
 
 

Rainbow Feathers Bird Club Elected Officers: 
President – Dave Carol 734-422-5981 
 email – sweettweeters@comcast.net 
Vice President – Steve Plafchan 734-513-0030 
 Email – splafchan@twmi.rr.com 
Secretary – Kathe Cote 313-728-2211 
 Email – gardenfrog1967@yahoo.com 
Treasurer and Membership Secretary – 
 Tammy Carol 734-422-5981 
 Email – sweettweeters@comcast.net  
Board of Trustees –  
 Susan Dixon 248-330-6938 
 Email – susanhdixon@hotmail.com 
            Henry Jedrzejek-734-427-3187 
            Email – bigduke@comcast.net 
 Mary Perva – 734-207-0489  

 

 
 

 
ALL HEALTHY AND CLIPPED BIRDS ARE ALWAYS 
WELCOME TO ACCOMPANY THEIR HUMAN 
COMPANIONS TO THE MONTHLY MEETINGS.  WE 
MEET AT THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH, 6443 
MERRIMAN ROAD BETWEEN FORD AND WARREN 
IN GARDEN CITY.  MEETINGS START AT 2:00 PM. 
 

mailto:sweettweeters@comcast.net
mailto:splafchan@twmi.rr.com
mailto:sweettweeters@comcast.net
mailto:susanhdixon@hotmail.
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Anyone interested in becoming a member please 
contact Tammy Carol @ 734-422-5981 or by e-mail 
sweettweeters@comcast.net  
 
 
 

 
Steve Plafchan is now doing the newsletter.  All ads 
and articles will be due the 1st of the month for 
publishing in the current month’s newsletter.  
Please send all items to him at 11021 Henry Ruff, 
Livonia, MI 48150 or email them to him at 
splafchan@twmi.rr.com 
 
Everyone is encouraged to submit articles for the 
newsletter – this is YOUR newsletter. 
 
Articles and/or pictures copied from other 
publications must be accompanied with written 
permission from original publication and author; this 
needs to be provided to the editor along with the 
article and/or picture. 
 
Ads will be run free for members having a one-time 
sale (baby birds, etc.)  A business membership 
may be required to run an ad multiple times or for a 
business. 
 
Editor reserves the right to approve and/or edit any 
articles submitted prior to publication. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 Ask owner’s permission to 
handle/feed bird(s) and remem-
ber to return bird to the owner. 

 Wash hands prior/after bird 
handling. 

 When bringing companion birds 
to club meetings, only bring 
birds that you have had vet 
checked and in your 
possession for at least 30 days.  

 Clean up after yourself and 
your bird(s) before you leave. 

 

 
 

Monthly Potluck 
Early last year, we stopped soliciting 
volunteers to bring food to our meetings.  
Instead, it was agreed that the format be a 
potluck venue.  We ask that “Everyone”, 
please join in and contribute a main dish, 
veggie, salad, or dessert. Our meetings will 
be a potluck fair enjoyed by one and all. 
 
 
From the 
prez: 
 
   YEEEEEEHAAAAAAW All I can say is WOW 
the Pet expo weekend was not short on 
surprises and most of those came on 
Saturday. First let’s talk about Friday. 
Friday as usual was a little slow during the 
day but did pick up a little after people got 
out of work and we were busy as always so 
Friday was what we expected. Now on 
Saturday that was a literally a humdinger 
of a day and only got crazier. It started by 
me bringing Captain Dave out for the day 
so I spent the day in my pirate finery 
getting loads of pictures taken and just 
making everyone smile and laugh. The 
crowds were not bad but Mother Nature 
had a HUGE SURPRISE waiting for us when 
we left. Snow, snow and more snow, in 
fact about ten inches at the Suburban 
Collection Showplace had us all gasping in 
disbelief. Imagine me in cowboy boots 
trying to navigate the icy parking lot 
without falling on my behind several times 
I looked as though I was doing a strange 
dance trying not to fall. One woman did 

mailto:sweettweeters@comcast.net
mailto:splafchan@twmi.rr.com
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slip but had a German Sheppard with her 
so when she went down he took her on a 
very wild ride across the parking lot. (She 
did admit to me it was actually fun so was 
not mad at the dog.) We did make it home 
safely and sadly they cancelled the media 
on Sunday (they were too busy covering 
the 16 inches in Howell). Sunday was 
totally insane in fact beyond insane. It 
seemed that everyone who did not make it 
Saturday came on Sunday and we were 
beyond busy at one point I did not leave 
the picture area for over an hour and a 
half. We had another surprise but this one 
was a great surprise Rachel Plagens made 
a whole box of Parrot cookies for us to sell 
at our booth. Cookies shaped like 
Cockatoos, male and female Eclectus, both 
Blue and Gold and Greenwing Macaws and 
African Grays. They literally flew off the 
table and I bought the first two. It was to 
say the least a total blast and we all had 
more fun than we probably should have. 
Even Santa Claus himself came to get his 
picture taken with all the birds (Steve did 
this for free for Santa so thanks to him we 
are all on his nice list this year)  All those 
who came and helped we thank you so 
much because you made it a success. All 
the people left our booth smiling and 
many called it the happiest booth on the 
whole expo. Even Santa noticed everyone 
coming from our booth was smiling. This 
was all because of the great members we 
have and all your hard work both there 
and in supporting our efforts behind the 
scenes. All of you make these events 
possible by just supporting the club raffles 

at the monthly meetings and other things 
you do. Now with Christmas approaching I 
have been given the best gift of all a 
committed and involved group of people 
who make a huge difference where ever we 
go and in whatever we do. So I am wishing 
all of you a Blessed and Joyous Holiday 
Season and I will say it MERRY CHRISTMAS 
AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR (HAPPY 
HANUKKAH AS WELL).  YOU GUYS 
ROCK!!!!!!! 
                 Until Next Time 
                  Your Prez Dave 
 
 
 

Voice of   the Veep 
 
Due to unforeseen 

circumstances at the time of 
publication of the newsletter, we do not 
have the Voice of the Veep this month.  

But I know that in the spirit of past 
newsletters Steve would like to thank 
everyone for their help last month at the 
Pet Expo.  From all of you that helped us 
set-up and tear down, to all of those who 
helped out over the three days we were 
there.  All the extra eyes and hands were 
greatly appreciated.  Also, a special thanks 
to Diane Silas & Mark Maklenberg who 
drove in that awful weather, we had on 
Saturday to help at the Pet Expo.  We know 
that it took them around 3 hours to get 
there and they had said they probably 
would have to stop half way home because 
the roads were really bad when the Expo 
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closed at 8pm on Saturday.  We would also 
like to send out a special thank you to 
Rachel Plagens for the delicious Parrot 
Cookies that she made and all monies 
raised were donated to the club. 
 Also, Remember this month’s 
meeting is an open house as well as having 
our Christmas raffle, so please try to bring a 
dish to share for our pot-luck and a small 
wrapped gift for the raffle.  All the money 
from the monthly raffles goes back to the 
rescue to help us cover vet bills and other 
costs.     

                Merry Christmas to Everyone 
                       and a Happy New Year 
                                            Your Veep 
                                                 Steve  
 
 
 

 
                 
     

 
Annual 

elections 
The annual elections will be 
held at our January meeting.  
We will be voting on a 
President, Vice President, 

Secretary, Treasurer, and Trustee.  Any 
member in good standing is eligible to fill any 
one of these offices.  To help you decide who 
you think would best fill these offices, the 
following is a brief guide to their duties: 

PRESIDENT:  The President shall preside at 
all meetings of the Club, see that the bylaws 
are enforced, call such meetings as are 
needed, and be responsible for the execution 
of all motions passed by the members.  The 
President shall also be public relations 
administrator and liaison between the Club and 
all other groups. 
VICE PRESIDENT:   The Vice President shall 
assume the President’s responsibilities in the 
absence or disability of the President, keep 
constantly informed of Club activities, and shall 
be responsible for special programs and social 
events. 
SECRETARY:  The Secretary is responsible 
for minutes at all general membership and 
board meetings, reads minutes of previous 
meetings when requested, keeps a file of all 
minutes, shall provide copies of minutes for 
each board member upon request, is 
responsible for all member notices, and is  
responsible for all correspondence, both 
incoming and outgoing. 
TREASURER:  The Treasurer collects all dues 
and records all moneys belonging to the Club, 
disburses same under the direction of the 
President, deposits the funds of the Club in the 
name of the Club in such bank or banks as 
may be designated by the Executive 
Committee, and submits a statement of 
accounts at each meeting.  The books and 
accounts shall at all reasonable times be open 
to inspection by any member.  The Treasurer 
shall be responsible for disbursement of 
moneys for bird bands. 
TRUSTEE:  One Trustee is elected each year 
to serve a three year term.  A person serving 
as Trustee is ineligible for other elected office.  
Duties shall be to serve as coordinators of the 
Club, assuring a meeting place, acting as 
assistants to the President, and serve as a 
grievance committee.  They shall conduct an 
annual audit of all Club records, Treasurer’s 
and Secretary’s books, etc.  The Trustees 
whose terms of office have not expired shall 
serve as the election committee and shall 
conduct the annual elections.  The Trustees 
shall review all absences of officers and shall 
fill any vacant office by either appointment or 
special election with the membership. 
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A REMINDER 

Our dues are due in January.  
Checks should be made out to 
RAINBOW FEATHERS BIRD CLUB. 
Please pay them at the January meeting 
or by mail to Tammy Carol at Rainbow 
Feathers Bird Club, PO Box 1587, Garden 
City MI  48135. 

Please note any of our new 
members that have joined the club 
between July and December 2015 do not 
have to pay dues in January.  Your 
membership is valid until January 2017!  

 
 

  Bits from Baby 
 

Howdy all my feathered 
and non-feathered 
members, this is your 
roving reporter Baby with 
the latest and greatest 
news. 

There was no regular 
meeting in November because of the 
Greatest Show On Earth in Novi, the Pet 
Expo. The show was a HUGE success 
for all the Feathered and Non-feathered 
Members that attend. I'd like to thank 
you all for your help. We all had a great 
time talking and being held by all the 
visitors that came to see us and get 
pictures with us. After the three day 
show was over, we went home to rest 
and had lots of Great memories to talk 
about. It was one of the most exciting 
shows of the year. 

In December we had one last 
program on the first to close out the 
2015 season which was also one of our 
best.  Oh yes there still is the Christmas 
party this mouth and I hope to see 
everyone there to celebrate a wonderful 
year. 

I’d like to wish everyone a Very 
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.  

  
Well that's all for now.  
 

        God bless, till we meet again, 
  
Your friend Baby 
>< >< >< >< ><>< >< >< >< >< 

 

CLUB T-SHIRTS 
Anyone interested in 

a club shirt; Tracy Hilka who 
is Bella Embroidery is now 
making our club shirts.  The 

price for t-shirts, including our logo 
embroidered on it, is $10.00 for sm. to Xl 
and $12.50 for 2xl to 5xl.  These are Gildan 
brand #8000 50/50 t-shirts, there are lots of 
colors. 

You can go to her website or you can 
go to our website.  
http://www.rfbirdclub.com . or 
 www.sportswearcollection.com/bellaemb 
There is a tab on our web site that will send 
you to her ordering pages for t-shirts or 
other types of shirts and items. Once you 
are on her website you then type Gildan in 
the search box (this will put you on the 
Gildan page).  Look down the page and find 
Gildan DryBlend 50/50 T-shirts #8000 
Click on the icon and this will open the page 
with all the colors and sizes.  Choose your 
size and color(s) and add it to your Cart. 

http://www.rfbirdclub.com/
http://www.sportswearcollection.com/bellaemb
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On the cart page there is a place for 
comments when you place your order, in 
this box tell Tracy you would like your shirt 
embroidered with the Rainbow Feathers 
Bird Club Logo When she receives your 
order she will send you a PayPal ® invoice 
In a short time you will receive your new 
club shirt in the mail. 
 If you don’t have internet access or a 
PayPal ® account you can contact me, Steve 
Plafchan and we’ll figure out a solution to 
get you a shirt. 
 She has many items available (hats, 
tote bags, etc.) that she can put our logo on 
if you wish.  She has given us a catalog full 
of things you can order, all the prices are 
retail and she receives a wholesale price so  
you will have to talk to her about pricing. (IE 
prices will be less than what’s listed in the 
catalog.) 
 

 
 

*RESCUE PROCEDURE* 
 
There is a proper procedure for 

turning a bird into the rescue and we must 
do our best to follow it.  Any time a bird is 
to be surrendered to our rescue Dave, Steve, 
Tammy or Mary must be contacted first so 
proper arrangements can be made.  Rainbow 
Feathers Bird Club and Rescue can not take 
responsibility for any birds that have not 
followed this procedure.  If you have elected 
to take in someone’s unwanted bird or if you 
have been offered a “free” bird please be 
aware that you will have to assume the full 
cost of veterinary care yourself. 

 
BIRTHDAY GREETINGS to: 
 

   TOM POKRYFKY   JAN.  9 
   WENDY KIPP   JAN. 14 
   CHARLES DIXON   JAN. 18 
   LEONARD SKOWRONSKI JAN. 20 
   LOVEY QUESNEL   JAN. 27 
   SARA SCHUBRING  JAN. 27 
   SHAE FENNELLY   JAN. 28 
   SANDRA KEMPISTY  JAN. 31 

 
Odds and ends 

• Rescue contacts – These are the main 
contacts for the rescue, and from here we have 
several foster homes.  Please refer all 
questions concerning the rescue to the 
following: 

Dave and Tammy Carol 
734-422-5981 
sweettweeters@comcast.net 

 
  Steve Plafchan 
  734-513-0030 
  splafchan@twmi.rr.com 

 
 

Out and About with 
Pookie 
 
Pookie has not been out and 

about since the Pet Expo, everyone has been 
way too tired.  Hopefully we will hear about 
Pookie and everyone’s exploits next month. 
 

                               Chirps and Squawks 
                                         Pookie 

mailto:sweettweeters@comcast.net
mailto:splafchan@twmi.rr.com
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Sometimes people just can’t help 
themselves and say things out 

loud that really boggle the mind at this 
year’s Novi Pet Expo there was no 
exception to that. So here are some real 
gems. 

What do you do with the birds when you are 
done here? Where do you put them? Well, 
we fold the up put them back into their 
boxes until next year. 

How do you get them to be so loud? 
(Captain screaming) Throat mikes. 

Woman from cat show, I am certainly glad 
they are not right next to us it’s screaming 
would upset the cats! May be that’s his goal. 

Wait, are those Pigeons?  Really do you 
need an eye exam? 

What would you get if you bred the Macaw 
and Cockatoo together? A very loud 
Macaw! 

Telling a guy that Ruby and Corky are the 
same bird one male one female. Please I can 
see they are definitely not the same they are 
different colors! 

Is that a Canary? Looking over at Princess, 
yes on steroids! 

The best was, what would you get if you 
bred Ruby and Corky together? Some green 
and some red. But what colors would they 
be? Some green and some red. Really what 
colors would you get like a mixture of the 
colors? Really some green and some red! 

People always leave you scratching your 
head wondering what is next; then again do 
we really want to know? Oh yes we do!!! 

  
 
 
   

Rescue Update  
 
 

This has been a slow month for 
adopting rescued birds to new families and for 
rescues.  

There were no adoptions but we did 
bring in a few adoption applications at the Pet 
Expo.  

We want to thank everyone for their 
participation in the raffles and for their 
donations to the rescue.  It is the support of our 
members that allows us to take rescued birds 
to the vet and find them new homes with 
cages, food and toys.  Your continuing support 
is what makes our rescue and club the success 
that it is 

                                       THANK YOU 
 
 
 

                    

 
 
 
 
Avast ye Mates 
 

CAPTAINS CORNER 
 The pet expo was a huge 
success and as always we 
(the feathered ones) were 
the hit of the whole 
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weekend. We show ourselves off to our best 
advantage and even my pet human dressed 
up to really make me look good (Pirate and 
Parrots just go together). There was one 
thing that happened that has us all scratching 
our heads and wondering where it will 
eventually end. It seems that Sparky, 
Pookies and J.B’s pet human has defected to 
the Cockatoo side. We have the evidence 
and it is making its way all around the social 
network sites. Not only with messages but 
with (GASP) pictures as well, oh the 
humanity. He was seen holding not one but 
two Cockatoos and canoodling with a third. 
Well we are more than a little shocked and 
now realize his rants about the grays and 
having too many Cockatoos at meetings 
don’t hold water. The sad thing is Pookie 
hire the best Cockatooist in the business to 
rid him of this so called curse but as you can 
see (all over the place I might add) it failed. 
So with Christmas coming up J.B., Sparky 
and Pookie are hoping for a Christmas 
miracle to bring him back to the gray side. 
Whatever happens it just a wait and see kind 
of thing. So to all my feathered and non-
feathered friends Merry Christmas, Happy 
New Year and Happy Hanukah to all. 
 
                                      Christmas Cheers 
                                      Captain Morgan 
 
 
 

               
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
           Quality by Mother Nature 
Original Corn Bean Mix®: Noodles-n-Nuts® 

      Rainforest Rice Puddin®: Pollypasta® 

                       Kung Fu Yum® 

                              For Birds of  all Sizes 

 

The Industry Pioneer of Quality                                                                                                                                                           
Broad Natural Low Fat Nutrition® 

All at a Cost Less than Seed 

Because Crazy Corn® expands and seed is 60% waste! 
We’ve made it easy to prevent the most common cause 
of bird death- malnutrition from a seed diet. Cook ahead 
monthly, freeze baggies, keep some in the fridge to 
serve instantly. Superior breeding, lustrous feathering. 
Self-weans chicks. Shining health. Generous chunky 
fruits, veggies, whole grains, exciting herbs, pastas, 
beans, legumes, melon seeds, nuts, and more! Ecstatic 
birds!                1-800-BIRD YUM 

in California (818) 503-4YUM. Fax (818) 765-4895 

SPECIAL BREEDER PRICING 
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It was an early December day and the 
Rangers were called out to make a couple of 
birds Christmas much brighter. They lived 
in the town of South Lyon Michigan these 
two Cockatiels were losing their home so 
close to Christmas it would make the Grinch 
cry. You see with the approaching holidays 
the family did not want to be bothered with 
the birds as friends and family came calling 
the birds just got in the way. The kids 
outgrew them and they became just an 
unwanted piece of furniture that no one 
wanted to deal with. So they called the 
Rangers to come and take them off their 
hands. When they arrived they found two 
beautiful Cockatiels both very friendly and 
starving for attention. Seeing their plight 
melted the Rangers hearts and they quickly 
put them in a carrier, loaded up their cage 
and supplies and were off to give these two 
a better life. Now we all know that 
Christmas is usually a bad time of year to 
have anyone adopt an animal but these two 
needed and deserved the best home possible. 
It just so happened that a woman who had 
just lost her Cockatiel of old age earlier in 
the year was looking to adopt another one 
because she missed their call and having a 
bird in the house. The Rangers decided to 

take a chance and see if she would take two 
so she agreed to take a look at them. It was 
love at first sight and in minutes both birds 
made themselves comfortable on her 
shoulder and a Christmas miracle happened 
she adopted both birds. She said she felt as 
though this was a special Christmas present 
she would love forever and fate had made 
her make the call to see if the rescue had any 
Cockatiels. So the spirit of Christmas did its 
magic and now the two Tiels would have a 
forever home and I’d say that’s a pretty 
good Christmas present for any unwanted 
animal looking for a home. So the Rescue 
Rangers would like to wish all their fans a 
very MERRY CHRISTMAS and a 
HAPPY NEW YEAR (HAPPY 
HANUKAH TOO)!!! So tune in next year 
for more with the RESCUE RANGERS!!!!  
 
So tune in next year for the next thrilling 
installment Two Keets in Taylor  
 

 
 

We are raffling off grab-bag gifts at the 
December potluck meeting.  Items are to be 
nice (not tacky), about $5 in price, and 
wrapped in a paper bag or wrapping paper.   
This is a fun activity and a great fund raiser 
for the rescue program at the same time. 
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          Upcoming Events 

 

      UP COMING  

EVENTS 
As of 

Dec.10th 2015 
 
********2016*******2016******** 
 
March 11th         Senior Show 
                  American House Troy 
                  2300 Grand Haven Drive 
                          Troy, MI 48083 
                           2:00 PM Set-up 
                           3:00 PM Start 
                         
July 7th    Farmington Community Library 
                    23500 Liberty Street 

Farmington, MI 48335 
                          1:00 PM Set-up 
                          2:00 PM Show 
 
***NOTE******NOTE******NOTE*** 
 There has been some confusion from 
the loyal readers of Bird Droppings as to 
which events they are allowed to bring their 
own bird(s) to.  As a point of reference and 
for future information please we want 
everyone to be aware that when you see the 
line: 
***Our Club Has a Booth at This Event*** 
following or “Educational Show” preceding 
an event listing it means we are attending 

the event in an official capacity representing 
our club and rescue.  At these events all club 
members are welcomed to bring their 
feathered companions with them.  Also 
please note that our space is very limited at 
some of these events but don’t let this stop 
you from joining us, we will find a way for 
you and your birdie buddy to fit in and enjoy 
the fun. 
 
 

*CANCELATION CONFUSION * 
 

A few of our scheduled events have been 
canceled at the last minute by the group 
staging the event.  If you do not regularly 
participate in the shows but plan on 
attending please call Steve (734-513-0030) 
to make sure the event is still a go.   
 
 
 
 
 

Bloodwork is 
important in a post-purchase 
veterinary exam 
By Don J. Harris, DVM 
 

All too often a bird owner with a recently 
purchased bird either does not take the bird to 
a veterinarian for examination, or if they do, the 
most important part of this exam is not 
preformed.  What is crucial in a post-purchase 
evaluation is the bloodwork.  Because birds are 
great at hiding physical signs of illness, blood 
testing is mandatory in assessing the health of 
avian patients. The veterinarian may scrutinize 
a bird and look for any physical abnormalities, 
but even the healthiest looking birds can be 
hiding disease. Sometimes, blood tests are the 
only way to accurately uncover hidden health 
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problems.  Many illnesses display no external 
signs until the end when the bird is at death’s 
door.  By then, it is often too late to resolve the 
problem.   

Most problems can be addressed if 
detected early, and bloodwork is the key to 
early detection.  Bird owners should ask that 
blood tests be performed on their bird, even if 
the veterinarian doesn’t suggest it.  In fact, if a 
veterinarian doesn’t discuss lab tests in the 
face of avian illness, another veterinarian 
should be sought.  If the results are negative, 
the owner will have peace of mind knowing the 
bird is healthy.  If the results suggest a 
problem, action can be taken to treat the 
condition.  Bloodwork can also provide a 
baseline that can be helpful in future 
evaluations of your bird.   

I recently became aware of a pet owner 
who took her bird to a veterinarian for a post-
purchase exam.  The veterinarian checked 
over the bird, did a culture of the bird’s throat 
and vent, and recommended bloodwork.  The 
new bird owner decided not to do the blood 
tests.  Everything appeared okay—until the 
bird died two days later. A necropsy showed 
the bird had Aspergillus fungus throughout its 
abdomen.  Had the new owner consented to  
blood tests for her bird, the fungus would have 
been detected.  Possible conditions or 
diseases that may be diagnosed through a 
complete blood analysis include: 
• Infections 
• Parasites 
• Reproductivity 
• Malnutrition 
• Metabolic disorders such as liver or kidney 
disease 
• Vitamin deficiencies such as Vitamin A 
deficiency 
Bloodwork is the veterinarian’s first and most 
important tool in evaluating patients.  It is an 
internal view of the bird’s overall health.  
Depending on the results of the initial 
bloodwork, other diagnostic tests may be 
warranted to fully diagnose the extent or the 
cause of any abnormality 
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A Cracked Christmas Carol 
By Dave Carol 

 
WHAT BIRD IS THIS 
(Sung to the tune What Child is This) 
What bird is this who lay to waste a whole wooden 
table? 
And when was done with all that fun 
Went looking for more wood to chew on 
This, this is a Cockatoo who love to knaw and love 
to chew 
Haste, haste to bring him wood and the Christmas 
tree might be left standing 
So bring him wood and then more wood and then 
more wood to busy him 
Get wood galore, a whole lumber store just to keep 
him away from the woodwork 
This, this is a Cockatoo who love to knaw and love 
to chew 
Haste, haste to bring him wood and the Christmas 
tree might be left standing 
And now it’s finally Christmas Eve and the tree is 
still standing 
And though he tried you have a supply that will 
hopefully last until New Years 
This, this is a Cockatoo who love to knaw and love 
to chew 
Haste, haste to bring him wood and the Christmas 
tree might be left standing 
(My apologies to the original) 

 
 

  
 
        
     
   
    

 
 
 

HAPPY NEW YEAR! 
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ROOSE ANIMAL HOSPITAL 

Kevin Roose, D.V.M. * Karen Knight, D.V.M. 
509 W. Ann Arbor Trail * Plymouth, MI 48170 

734-451-2870 
 
 
 

 
 

Animal Crackers 
1100 N. Old US 23 * Hartland, MI 48843 

810-632-3344 
 

 
 

NORTH BRANCH ANIMAL HOSPITAL 
17630 Twelve Mile Road * Southfield, MI 48076 

248-557-7773 
 

 
SPECIALTY PET SUPPLIES, INC. 

1449 W. Ann Arbor Road * Plymouth, MI 48170 
734-453-6930 

Fax:  734-453-7127 
M-F 10-7:30 * Sat 10-6 * Sun 12-4 

 
 
 

 
WARREN WOODS VETERINARY HOSPITAL 

29157 Schoenherr * Warren, MI 48314 
586-751-3350 

 
 
 

 
OAKLAND VETERINARY EMERGENCY GROUP 

1400 Telegraph Rd * Bloomfield Hills, MI 48302 
248-334-6877 

 
 
 
 

     Free discount card                                    Open 7-Days          
available to club members       Ask about our birdie day spa treatment 

 

DISCOUNT PET & SUPPLIES 
Specializing in Exotic Birds & Cages 

1623 Middlebelt Rd. Livonia, MI 48154 
734-513-6060 

http://www.discountpetbirdstore.com/ 
 
 

 
 

 
 

FASHIONISTA WEAR 
Custom Handmade Clothing, Hair and Body 

Jewelry 
Anything Parrot-ty 

Custom Parrot Accessories 
Cage Covers, Shoulder Capes 

or anything else you might think of 
Text, Message or Call me and ask 

If I can make it I will 
Lanah Harris 
1-734-502-3751 

BIRDMAMA’S BIRD SITTING 
SERVICE 

Are you going out of town or on vacation? Do you 
have a feathered friend that needs to stay at home? 
Susan can help you. She will shower your bird(s) 

with TLC in her home. 
For more information on rates and care specifics, 

contact by phone or e-mail                       
Susan Dixon 

                  1-248-330-6938 
            susanhdixon@hotmail.com   
                   References provided upon request            

http://www.discountpetbirdstore.com/
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SOUTHGATE ANIMAL HOSPITAL 
Keith Cook, D.V.M. * Elieen Cook, D.V.M. 

13697 Dix-Toledo Rd* Southgate, MI 48195 
734-284-9122 

 

 
ANIMAL EMERGENCY CENTER 

24360 Novi Road * Novi, MI 48375 
248-348-1788 

265 E. 2nd St. * Rochester, MI 48307 
248-651-1788 

Both Locations are open 24 hours a Day 
7 Days a Week 

www.theanimalemergencycenter.com 
 
 
 

 

MUGSHOTS and MOUSE PADS 
Species specific coffee mugs, mouse pads and other parrot 

paraphernalia 
                         Cheryl Hitter 
                          734-422-2804 
             *Put your pet’s picture on a mug or mouse pad* 
 
 

 

    MURALS 
    AND OTHER 

 CREATIONS                  
 BY MARY KAY PERVA 
        734-207-0489 
 
 

Parkway Small Animal & Exotic       
Hospital  

39321 Garfield 
Clinton Township, MI 48038 

586-416-8800 
 

 
 
 
 

                         
 
  
 
 

 
 

 

 
Veterinary Care Specialists 

205 Rowe Road 
Milford, MI 48380 

248-684-0468 
Open 24 Hours A Day 7 Days A Week 

 
 

 

UV LIGHTING, HEATERS, VITIMINS AND 
OTHER SUPPLIES for your BIRDS, FISH and 

REPTILES 
 

VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT 

zoomed.com 
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